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PREFACE

HE interest which the Roman Catacombs have
excited in the minds of our countrymen, espe-
cially 0f thode who have visited the Eternal Uity, has
long made us wish to present them with that most full
and aceurate information upon the subject which is
contained in the ROMA SOTTERRANEA of De Rossi,
Two courses were open to us; eithér to bring out
a translation from the [talian original, or to embody in
2 work of our own the most interesting and important
facts which those volumes contain, The first would
lave heen imcomparably the easier, and in some
respects. the more satisfuctory course.  But the size
and cost of such & work would haye put it entirely
beyond the reach of many whom we were most anxiols

| to benefit. We therefore decided on the plin adopted
in the volume which we now introduce to our readers,

and which, we belisve, will be found to contain as fair
# suminary as its dimensions would allow—not only o
De Rossi's two volumes of Komae Setterranca, published
In 1864 and 1867, —but also of many articles in his
bi-mohthly Bulletting di  Archeolagia  Cristiana, of
papers read by him before learned socicties in Rome
and ‘elsewlhiere, and of his occasional contributions ta
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works published by others, such as the Spicileginm
Sefesmernse of Catdinal Pitra, &e.

It was our intention at one time o have drawn upa
tabiplated statement, showing the exact portion of De
Rosst's works from which cach part of this had been
compiled ; but ss those works are unhappily without
indices, and the intention referred to was' not entes-
tained when first this volume was taken in hand, some
three or four years ago, it was found that the benefit to
be derived from such o statement wonld not be likely ' to
repay the labour of drawing it out.  Nevertheless, it has
been thought worth while to retain a number of refer-
ences in the notes, wherever they happencd to have been
preserved in our MSS., and either related to some mere
obiter dicta which might easily have beén overlooked
even by persons who had studied the ovigipal, or
belomged to some of these minor works which we
have enumerated, and which are not so generally
konown as the larger works of dur author,

A more important vmission, which will be-regretted
by 'miny of our readers; requires a word of explanation,
We allude to the Inscriptions on the gravesstones of the
Catacombs,  HBut this was too large a subject to be:
disposed of satisfactorily at the end of a volume already
longer than was desired.  Moreover, it would hardly be
fair, cither to the subject or to our author, to handle
thig question: until the sccond volume oF Juseriptivies
Chrgstione, on which he is at present ¢:1ga§¢d, shall
have been published.  “That volume will contain all the
Christian inscriptions of Rome which bear upon Cliris-
tian doctrine and practice; and should the present
attempt to put the fruit of De Rossi's wonderiul dis-
coverics in the Catacombs within the reach of English
roaders moeet with sufficient encourmgement, a similat
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epitome—already begun—aof his lubours in the fields of
Cliristian epigraphy will soon follow,

I'n the arrangement of this volume, we have followed,
in the main; the order of De Rossi himself; but to those
to whim the subject is altogether new, we shoull re-
eommend a certain departure from this order,  They
would dowell to postpone the perusal of the Introduc-
tion, or Litemry History of the Catacombs until they
hive first, read Books 1 and [L, which contain an
account of their origin and rwf listory. Then the
Introduction wonld form a suitable link between the
general treatment of the subject in Bools I and Il
and: the more minute examination of one particular
cematery (San Callisto), which lorms the subject of
Book ITL Book IVi, on Christian Art, is of course,
complete in itself. The last two chaptersof it are. in
great part, taken from the works of Bosie and of Padre
Garrucei,  Even here, however, we are indebted for
many: important additions and corrections to the works
of De Rossh  Bonk V. is compiled feom that part of
the Commendatore’s volumes which was cantributed
by his brother. It is a development, partly of the last
chapter in Book 1, and partly of the second chapter
in Book T11;, of this volume We suspect that to many
of our readers this Book will scem dry and tedious,
in spite of the assistance of the numerous plans and
sections by which we have illustrated it vet, the study
of it is certainly mdispensable to those who would go
thoroughly into the matter, and satisfy themselves
s ta the solidity of the foundation on which De Rossi's
conclusions rest.  lts special value lies in the fact of
its being an examination of the subterranean excava-
tions themselves, which are made to bear testimony to
the successive periods of their own construction, and’
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thos its conclusions are drawn from @ source quite
independent of those historical documents which have
been the main goide of Gie Battista de Reossi in all
liis labours in this field of Christian archaalogy,

We have pr:ﬁ':-:l:tl. a chronological table and list
of the Catacombs according to their ancient appella=
tions and their position on the various ronds gut of
Rame, which we hope may assist our readers in forming
a clearer notion both of the history and geography of
the cemeteries referred to in the course of the wark,

Finally, it may be well to add that, although both
Editors are jointly responsible for the whole volume:
the first portion, to the fifth chapter of Book. V. is
mainly the work of  Dr Northeote; the remuinder of
the text, and Note Cin the Appendix (an St Peter's
Uhair), is the work oF Mr Briwnlow, '

Foanren Toesny, (5.
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INTRODUCTION

iy

ROMA SOTTERRANEA:

ITS LITERARY HISTORY.

PART 1.
MODERN AUTHORS,

who were dliggang _possefawa in a vineyard (now the o

property of the Irish College) on the Via Salaria, about two
miles outl of Rome, came unexpectedly on an old subterra-
fean cemetery, omamented with Christian paintings, Greek
and Latin inscriptions, amd two o three sculptured sarco-
phagi. 'The discovery at once atracted universal attention,
and persons of all classes flocked to see it “ Rome was
amuzed,” writes a contemporary author, “at finding that
she hod other cities, unknowi 1o her, concealed beneath
her own siburbs,; beginning now, to understand what she had
hefore only besrd or read of:" and “in thar day,” ssys De
Rossi, “was bom the name and the knowledge of Koma Of Roma Sot-
Sotterranea’” RS
It is true that the man who was destined o be the first
thoraughly to explore and describe this city of the dead, was as
yet anly three years old §* bt even then there were not want-
tien whose learming and industry sufficed to keep alive the
® Psdii, Floam, S0t o §1k

O:\' the lust day of May, an: 1578, some labourers, [ﬁm&,
1 £57

ing
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2 Lilerary History of Koma Solterranca.

newly enkindled flame of love for Christian antiquities. Nearly
one hundred und fifty years before, and at various mtervals

Earliervhsity  alining Ball & century, the same. or al least precisely sumilar,

af friam,

and Roumn
Al
frmiliess

Fig B0
Leto

Objects had been seen in another vineyard on the opposite side
of the city; hut those who saw them were either men of relis
gion, attmeted by motives of ploty, or men of leaming, with
enthusiasm only for what was Pagan.  Among the first class
must be reckoned certain Frnciscan friars, whose visits 1o the
Catacamb of St Callixtus between. the yeurs 14352 and rg8s
are recorded by scribblings on the walls of two or three sibida
in one suarter of thut cemetery.  * Caume here 1o visit this
holy pluce,” (fuit. hic ad vecitandum samctum Jocum Exfune,)
writes Brother Lawrence of Siciiy, with twienty hrethran of the
order of Friars Minor, January 17th, 1451 Anather visit was
maie in 1455, * in the week in which Pope Nicholus V. died,”
\ebdomadis gua defuntius est gp. No V) An abbot of St Sebas-
tian's entered with a lage party, (cum magni omitivd,) Moy
1gth, 1469; some Scotchmen in 1467, (MCCCCLXVIL
guidem Scoli hc fucrunt,) &e. &c. Not one, however, of these
numerous visitors seems to have thought of making any his-
torical or antiquarian examination of the precious monuments
of the past which were befure then, The other class of visitors
to whom wé have alluded belonged to the same period; but were
men of o very different character.  The names of Pomponio
Leto and other Zitzerasi; his associates m the famons Roman

=% Aeademy, may still be reaud in several places of the same

quarter of the Catacombs, written there by themselves, with
the addition of their title a8 aarimer antiguitilis Amatores,
or Fersorutalorss ; yet Bot even one of these seems ever 10
have made any study of what he saw, vertainly none 'ever
wrote abob i,

Thase who are familiar with the literary history of the fif-
teenth century, will remember how these men fell into disgrace
with the Saverelgn Pontiff, Paul 1L, on suspicion Loth of being
infected with hetesy and of conspiring against the Covermment,
Une of the grounds for the first of these charges was their
pedintic conceit of taking old Pagan classical hames in place
uf their Chrstian anes ; but it has always Leen § matter of
controversy haw far the charge of conspirey was really sap.
ported by evidence; and Timbosehi bardly mentions any
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appreciable ground for it at all®*  We are nov here concerne|
with: the religions or political imregrity of the Academy : yer,
n elucidanon of an obscure: pomt in history, it may be worth
while to mention that the name of Fomponio Leto'is fonnd in
thiese newly-discoverad memoriils of him, with the title of Pox-
tifex Maxdmics, and even Pond : Mirx : regieans; und that'other
titles ure adided 10 some of the names, showing the dissolute
habits of the Académicians, and that they were not ashamed
to perpetiinte their own memories as lovérs, not only of ancient
samies, but of ancient manners,  We muost also express both
our regret anid surprse, that men whose lives were devotel 1o
the revival of léarning, and of whose chief il is particularly
tecorded that he applied himself to the elucidation of Roman
antiquitics * which were then being disinterred™ should have
begn familine with these encliest monunients of the heroic age
of Cliristianity, and yet never have felt sufficient inteérest to
excite them to investigate their history, ot to pulilish anything
at all about them,  Whatever, therefore, they may really have
believed, we cannot wonder ar the charge brought against them
by their contemporanes, snd which we find addressed to one
of them by a bishop even after their acqoital, that they were
more Pagans than Chrastmns,

We fear, indeed, thar this charge muight ot that time have
been justly urged against mony more than the members of the
Roman Academy. Now, however, m the year of which we
first spoke, Ay, 1378, Christin learning and Christian morality
were i afar more hapeful condition n the Erermal Citys. Tt
was the age of St Ignatius Lovola; St Charles: Borromeo, and
St Philip Neri.  Baronius, the friend and disciple of the later,
was already engaged on his immortal work; the * Ecclesustical
Annals,” in'more than ome page of which e shows the warmth
of Tils interest in the new discovery, and lus just spprecation
of its importaice.  He was among the fisst to visit it; and
had not his time been flly absortied by his own giganti: work,
hee might, perhaps, have become its first explorer and historian.
As it was, this labour and honour seems rather 10 have fallen
1o the lot of forcigners resident in Rome, than to Ronans
themselves.  They were Alfonso Ciacvonio, a Spamish. Duting-
can, and two young Flemish laymen, Philip de Winghe, and

# Srom detle Littemtum Jealiana, toik ok pastL pp. 63405
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Joanmes Macarius, (the Grecked form of Jean 1'Heureux §) and
the labonrs, even of these, were not destingd to be of much
service in spreading s knowledge of the Catacombs among
their contempearries, '

Ciacconin wis & man who delighted in investigating and'
collecting curiosities of every kindl, and possessed a valuable
museum of Christlan and Pagan antiguities.  He also em-
played: srtists to copy for him sowe of the more remarkable
paintings in the Catacombs, Their skill, however, appears.
hardly to have been equal to their good intentions; since we
are told that Noe in the Ark, with the dove bringing him the
olivi-bmnch; was represented and explained as * Marcellus,
Pope aml Martyr, instructed by an angel whilst he is preach
mg"” De Winghe, not unnatorgly, was dissansfied with: ins:
friend’s performance, and had the paintings more fithfully:
re-copied for himsell, These copies-were seen and used both
by Macarius and Bosio. All traces of them, however, have
now been lost, unless The Rossi be correct in supposing that
he has discovered a few in the Imperial Library ot Pans ; any-
how, they were never mude publicc. Had De Winghe lived,
he would, doubtless, have béen the first author on Roma Sotter
ranen; Baronius, Frederc Boromeo, awl otlier good and
learned men set their hopes upon himy, anid his talénts and -
dustry seem to have been in every way worthy of their expecta-
fions. He died, however, at a4 very early ape nt Florence, in
the mummer of 1592 ; and his M35, after having formed pant
of the famous library of the Bollundists, were sold in 1825,
with the rest of that mugnificent collection, and now remain
unedited in the Roval Lilitary at Brussels, The notes of Ciae.
eonio, exceedinzly voluminous and miscellaneous, appear never
to have been prepared for publication, and still ke buried in
various public and private libraries of Rome and Naples. ‘The
laboitrs of Macarins were scarcely more fruitful ; they were
continued during a residence of twenty years in Rome, and the
work in which they resulled was prepared for publication, and
even licensed for printing on the 22d of June 1665 The
author, however, although he Tived until 1654, 1efl his work
stilkin M5 w0 a public libmty in Lotvain, It was afterwards
annotated by Bollandus, who announced its publication, but
died before redeeming his promise ; and it is only in our own



Modern Anthors. 3

day that Padre Garrucei, 8.J., bas given this precious manu-
script 1o the public.®
The tabours, however, of these and same others mentioned
by De: Rossi, great as they may have been, fade into insigni-
ficance when compared with those of Autonio Bosio, whe has Antosio
justly been called the tme Columbus of this sulitermanean
world, He was & man worthy to be had in remembrance,
e Rossi scems unable to speak of him without & certain
fecling of enthusiastic reverence and devotion, in sehich all
lovers of Christian archeology can scarcely fail to sympathise,
A Maltese by birth, an advocate by profession, Bosio had Hie ke and
resided i Rome from fus earliest years with his uncle, who N
was Procuratore or Roman agent for the knights of Malta
His attention was drawn to the subject of the: Catacombs,
while hé was yet very young, and when once he had taken up
its pursuit he never abandoned it The earliest dare recortded
in his book, and found written on the wails of the Catacombs,
is December 1o, 1503, the year after the death of De Winghe,
when Hosio himself was not yet eighteen ; and his. labours
were continted both In the cemeteries themselves, and in
studying the works of authors from whom he expecied 1o
derive information on the subject, for the six and thirty years
‘of his subsequent life.  His industry was prodigions ; and the fmmoise
volumes of his MSS,, still extant in’the Bibliotheca Vallicel- (T4 .
liana (the Ortorian Library) at Rome, are o wonderful monu- '
ment of it ‘Two of these volumes, containing upwards of
two thpusand pages folio, besiles fifty pages of index, ull
his own handwriting; show that he had read carefully thirough
all the Eathers, Greek, Latin, anid Oriental ; nll the collections
of canoms and councils, ecclesiistical histories, lives of the
saints, and sn immense number of theological treatises, in-
cinding those of the schoolmen ; in fact, every work in which
he thought thene Wwas 8 chance of finding anything i iThetr:
tion of Tis subject. . In two otlier volutmes of the same size he
rranseribed the * Acts of the Martyrs™ especially of all those
who suffured in Romwe, together with other ancient records
which lotfe upou the topography of the Christian cometerics,

# {TACIMILY TN dnty fictees o silpinre stere antiguicres pe ol
g Rovee peperin'nt, explsilis 4 Jamne [ Hurrees (Mararis) Varis

1556



6. Literary History of Roma Sotlerranca.

These were tzken from MSS. in the Vatican and other Tibraries.
Assl yet it is certain that even these volumes by no means
represent, the whole of his writings, He himself refers to other
commonplace books of his which are now lost.
Asbonss lnthe  Again, in making our sstimate of the labours of this truly
Catachmbe. " oreny mian, we must never forget the anxious; fatiguing, anid
gven dangerous nature of his subterranean résearches. When,
from his study of ancient records, he had ascertained some-
thing as to the probable position of a Christian cemetery on
the Appian or other of the Roman roads; Hesio would cxplare
with the utmost diligence all the vineyards of the neighbour-
hood, in order to discover, if possible, some entrance into the
bowels of the earth ; and often, after retuming dgain and aguin
to the sume spor, his labour would Le all in vain, At another
time he wonld hiear of some opening having been aecidentally
macle into a Catacomb, by the digging of 4 new cellar or a well,
and would hasten o the spot, only 1o finil that the whole place
was:s0 buried in ruins that all ingress was impossible.  Even
when an entrance was once effecied, he still had 1o force a
Dangersaf  passage, often by the labour of his own hands, through the
accumulatid rlibish of ages ; or, if the galleries were tolerably
clear, there was the danger of being dmwn too far in the
cagerness of discovery, and of being unalie to retrace his steps
through the intricate windings of these subterranean tabyrinths,
In fact, this danger was actunlly experienced on his very first
visit to the Catacombs, in company with Pompeo Ugomio il
others, on the soth of December 1303, “They hal prenetrated
ity & Cameomb about & mile distant from St Sebastian’s, and
having forced their way into 3 lower level, by means of an
opening in une of the chapels, they incattiously procecded so
far, that, when they wished to retm, they could nog reCoEnise
the path by which they had come.  To uld to their perpilexity,
their lights failed them, for they had remained undergromnd
longer than they had intended : and “1 began to fear,” says
Hosin, *“that 1 shioukd defile: by my vile corpse the sepulelres
of the martyrs™  Tanght by this - experience, lie always jn
future visits took with him a fquantity of candles; and other
rexuisites sufficient for two or three days.
This indefangable examination of the Catscombs and of all
ancient documents connected with them, was continied, as we
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have said, for six and thirty years, and then Bosio too paid the Palilication of
debr of nature, withous having cither completed his work, or Kol Ko
published any part ofit. Tt seemed as though Roma Sotterrnes a.n. 1652,
were never to be revealed to the world at Jarge.. The work of
Bosio was, however, ton important to he allowed to lie: buried
as hadl those of his predecessors in these researches.  Fie had
wlso powerfal fdends, who would not -suffer the fmit of 20
much labour wo perish, Hig papers and other property hod
been hequeathed to the Order of the Knights of Malia, with
wham, a5 we huve seen, his uncle had been officially eonnected,
The amlsissador of the Order then at Edme, Prince Carlo
Alilobrandini, showed the MSS to Cardinal Francesco Bar.,
berint, the lilmarian of the Vatican, the nephew of the reigning
Pontiff, the friend of Galileo, and the Mawcenas of those doys
The canlinal at once recogmised their value, and lost no time
i engaging Padre Severmno, of the Omtory, to put the finish.
ing-stroke to the work.. -An emment architect and & mathema-
tician were: employed 1o draw the plans and  mups which were
still wanting ; the Knights of Malts wmdertook the expense;
anid in five years' time the magnificent volume which we now
possess was produced and dedicated v Pope Urban VIIL*
It was welcomed by the whole |iterary and archamotogicn) world s sueces.
with the utmost engemess, and the demand for it was such that
a'latin tmnslation was begun almost immediately oftor its
appesrance.  Bosio himsell” had at one time intended to com-
pose the whole work in- Latin, and a portion of it, written in
that language, may still be seen among lus MSS., although
through some oversight this portion was not incorparated nto
Severanc’s angindl cilition.  Something appedrs to have pre-
vented the publication of Severano’s translation ; and ft wus
juot intil fifteen or sixteen yedrs laber’ that a new transhition,
with consideralle altemtions and omissions, wis publighed by
Arninghi, in 1651.F
Altbough Bosin's work was never completed acconling to lis Vil of
awT) uﬁg?rn'nl design, yel the omissions were for the most part Bowie's work.

® Pusse Sapterrauat, ivra e ofi. Aatewiv. Rooe composto dispeido
Al wicrocreithe da Chermni fi- Srovratte; Sacrndale della r.'.rrq_-nﬁ-m-um- el

Orasrin, | Tooma, 1052
§ Fomsr Knhtvriests jsieme poaf Ant, S & Foan, Sereranmm,

R, 1651
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such g8 could be supplied from the ‘works of other muthors,
Had his life heen spared, he intended 1o have deseribed and
ithistrated the practice of the earliest ages of the Church with
reference to the administration of the sacrament of penance,
the wiaticum, extreme unction, prayers for the dying and the
dear, and other matters connected with the death and burialof
Christinns.  In these particulars his book was deficient, but in
its detailed account of each cemetery which he hal visited it
was most complete ; and the whole was admimbly arranged on
a very simple principle of topography.- He took in order all
the grent comsilay voads which led out of Rome, and collected
every histomical notice he conld find concerning the Christian
cemeteries on each of them; their precise position, their
names, their founders, and the maryrs or other persons of dis-
tinction who had been buried 1 them. He then by the light
of this information examined all the Catacombs he bad seen,
ant| endeavoured 1o assign 1o each its proper name and history,
That his conjectures were often erroneous, is only what might
have been expected from the known inaccurcy and sometimes
spuriousness of the Acts of the Martyrs and other authorities
by which he was led ; but these were the only guides which
could then be had ; and the system itself is guite unexception-
alile, mdeed, the only one that can be safely followed in laying
a solid foundavion . for a scientific wreatment of the whole
subject,

It is much to be rearebted, therefore, that the work so wisely

f‘“l“'“?:"“ begun should not have been cantinued on the same plan and
stnee (heir re- with the same diligence.  But the ré-discovety of the Catucombs

COVETY

wits: not & matter of merely archacological nterest ; the devo.
tion of the faithful was extited by the report that in those dark
recesses might still be lying coneealed the remains of saints
and martyrs ; and the concessions made to the piety of indivi-
duals 1o search for and extract these relics proved in the end
most disastrous 1o the cemeteries, as suthentic records of the
carly Roman Chureh.  Instead of the ecelesiastical anthorities
taking this matter into their own hands, as they have singe
happily done, and proclaiming themselves the watchiill and
jealous. guardians of such precious. wreasures, they permitted 4
nunzher of private persons; acting independently of each other,
to make excavations.  lviste, thar rules were lnid down, and
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learned pamphlets were written to prove the value of these

riles, for the identification sivd translation of the relics, anid we

have no reason to doubt that they were scrupolously observed.

But, in the interests of Christian archeology, we may Justly e long per
complain that those engaged in the search had 1o regard for .

the preservation of monuments, whether of painting, sculpinre,

ot inscriptions, which eame in their way.  They did not even

care to keep-a record of what they had seen, which would ar

least have provided matenials for future Jitfrati to continue the

work of Hosio. - Many of these permissions to extract relics wire

given to religions communities ; and all the explorers availed
themselves, in their Tesearches, of some of the workmeu who

had been employed by Hosio, None of them, howeyer, fol

lowed any systematic and comprehensive plan ; amidd soom after-

wards the permissions were all revoked and vigorously repressend stapped at
by the Popes. We find traces of them for the last time during l,?: :“:w
the pontificate of Urban VITL 3 and under Clement IX., about 6l
An. 1668, the arrangements which still prevail were. definitely
séttled.  Thie loss, however, susiined by Chaistian archaeology
in the interval is incalculable ; and all must beartily sympathise
with De Rossi, both in his: lumenrations, and his astonishment
that sisch raviges should have been tolemted in silence nnder
the very eyes, asit were, of such men as Holstenins, Allaccins,
anil other antiquarians who were then living in Rame. We
learn snmething of the nature and extent of our loss from the Lo tresmres,
incidental notices which occur m the writings of the archeolo-

gists of the seventeenth century © thus, we hear of a sepulchre

all covereid with gold, of a superb camen, 3 senes of the rarest

coins and nedils, variois arnaments in crystal and metal, &c.,

besides & multitude of other objects which were secretly sokl

by the labourers engnged in the excavations ; but we are wkd

nothing as to the precise localitics in which any of these timgs

were found. Had but an accurate record Deen kept of all
discoveries, the work of reconstructing the history and topo-

graphy of these cemeterivs would have been comparatively casy

and cermin.

After the works of Bosio and Aritighi, the literary history of Nothiug new
the Catacombs remains & Wank for neardy half a centary.  They ﬁ“"" Bgh b
had tiken their plice amony the siradiis ol Ronne, and o8 -
<yith wiere an object of curiosity 1o all intelligent travellers | but
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those who wrote ahiout them were generally more inflipericed by
religious than by scientific motives,  Bosio™s work had been the
menns of recalling some learned Protestants to the Liosam of the
Chureh ;* and thenceforward the subject became an arena for
party strife,  John Evelyn, indeed, who visited Rome in 1645,
was content simply to recond whit he saw or heard, but not so
those who came after him.. Evelyn was first taken to the sub-
lermanean cemelery at St Sehastian's, “ where the Fulzentine
monks have their monastery.™  *“They led us down,” he says,
“into a grotte which they afirmed went divers furlongs unider
ground.  The sides or walls which we passed were filled with
bones and dead bodies, laid as it were on shelves, whereof
somie were shut up with browd stones, and now amd then a
crosse of a palme cutin them, At the end of some of these
snbtermnean passages were squate rooms with altars in them,
said to have been the receptacles of primitive Cliristians in the
times of persecution, nor seems it improbable™ By and by,
buing detained in Rome longer than he expected, he was per:
suaded 1o visit another Catacomb.  He says, ™ We taok coach
alinle out of towne, to visit the famous Romn Solterranca,
being much like what we had seen st St Sebastian's.  Here, in
a eorn-ficld, guided by two torches, we crept on our bellies into
a little hole, about twenty paces, which delivered us into 2
large entrie that led us into several sireets or allies, a gooi]
dipth in the bowells of the eanth, & strange and fesrefinll pass-
age for divers miles, oz Hosie hps measured. and described
them in his book.  We ever and anon came into pretty styuang
roomes, that seen'd to be chapells with altars, and some
adorn'd with very ordinary ancient painting.  Many skeletons
and bodies are plac’dd ‘an the siles ane above the other in
egrees like shelves, whereof snme are shut up with & conrse
flat stone, having ingraven on them Pro Christot or u crosse
antd palmes, which are sipposed to have been martyrs. Here,
in all likelyhood, were the mestings of the primitive Christians
tluring the perecutions. as Pliny the younger descrilies them,

* Wttnrd, Bom. Stk b b peel v,

+ 1 wonhl seevin Aot nelther Evelyn sior lls poldes baow Greek.  This
w clezrly theirmiunterpremiion of the momogram B2 ool wie 2re afmkl the
wanter Ddusler la even e wapeiioees mtpebc] by rerems ibowing the
Carmoom e 1o plinngers
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As 1 was prying about, I found a glasse phinle, fill'd as was
conjectured with dried blood, and = lachrymatories, Many of
the bodies, or rather hiones, (for there appear'd nothing clse,}
lay 5o entire as if plac'd by the art of the chirnrgeon, but being
only touch'd fell all to dust. Thus after wandering two o
three miles in this subterranean taander, we returned almost
hiind when we rame into the daylight, and even choked by
the smoke of the torches.”* A very difierent tone pervades
the letters of Bishop Bumet,} who visited the same scenes Rumer, 1085,
forty vears later, He reckoned upon his cotntiymen’s: reli-
gious prejudices, on the one hand, and their ignotiancs of
Rome, on the other, with such confidence, that he hazardeid
the astounding statement that “ those burying-places thal are
gmced with the pampous title of Catacombis are no other than
the puticoli mentioned hy Festus Pompeius, where the meanest
sort of the Roman slaves were laid, and so without any further
vare about them wene left 10 rot,” anil that the Christians alicl
not come. into possession of them until the fourth or fifth cen-
tury, He was fllowed by some other writers in the same
strain, as for example, Misson, who, being tinable to deny that Misas, 1764
Christizns hi? certainly been buried here in very ancient times,
only insisted that “this wns no resson for excluling others
from bemg miemed there also, in those holes that were set
apart for the dregs of the people.”
The controversies which amse out of ignorant or malicious
falschoods like these, contributed nothing to archwologieal
scienee,-and are not therefore worthy of any detailed mention
in this plice. We repeat; therefore, that there is a blank of
half # century in the literary history of the Catacombs, from
Aringhi to Fahrem, who, in the year 1700, deserves our grati- Fabreru's
tude for having preserved the account of two cemeteries un- ;":ﬂ":i"“
y A E E ki,
known to Bosio, together with the imseniprions- which they an. r7on
contninedl.  He had been appointed, in 1688, custadr of the
Catacombs, and it helonged to his office 1o superintend the Boldetti on
remuval of any relies that might be discovered, In this post Chrisia Are

P tiuitees, Adn
he was sicealed by Boldeui, who held - for more than thirty ievpo e

= Foawlen's Memuirs, edite] by Birmyy RERG s 053 1S
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years, but whe, unfortunately, did not possess sufficient know-
ledge ot Jove of archeology to enable hind to make the most
of the great opportunitics he enjoyed.  During his time, whole
regions of Kema Setterranar were brought to light, galteries of
tombs-that had remmined apparently unvisited since the last
corpse was buried in them, a vast number of inscriptions;
medals, and other treasures came under his:notice: anl yet
it is doubtful whether any account of these things would have:
come down 1o us had he not been commanded to write m the
itefence of relipon.  Mabillon’s anonymous letter de cudtn
sanvtorum iprotorame had attracted considerable atténtion, anil
the unfair use which had been made of it by Misson and other
Protestant controversialisis seemed o demand an answer
Boldetti was therefore desired 1o publish an' account of thi
tules which had been followed by himselFand his predecessors
in the extraction of relics | and he adcompanied this with a
deseription of the discoveries that hatl been nuide in the
Catncombs genemlly during: his own time,* The object of
his wurk, however, being not sgientific, bot religious and
apologetic, i3 contents were armnged with this view, and its
value s o contribution towards the complete history of this
subterranean city of the dead was proportionably diminished.
Buonarrotti, whe had assisted Boldetti ih the archiological
part of his work, himself wrote a valuable ook on the vessels
or fmgments of gilled ghiss found in 1the Cutacombs, +—a sub-
ject which has been handled afresh and with great enudition in
our own diy by Padre Garrueel, 81, & Another of Boldeti's
assistants, Mamangoni, who was officially associated with him
for twenty years in the goandinnship of the cemetenies, seems
to have intended to carry out Bosio's plan of makmg a minute
and faithful report of every new discovery amunged according
o the historical and topographical outlme of that grear man,
and corrected by any new light thrown upon the subject by
fater discoveries.  After he had continned this plan for about

* Oypeemiloni mpted d comiert def S8 Mortirs of stichi evistinni of
Newa, Romm, 1720,

T Oenrntiond syt afcund feammenst 8 vasi antizi o vdee srmiti &
Kewre trevati wed simeteri di Rema,  Fironee, 1710,

T Voirs prmard di figwre pe wip Frovalt gid cideaties oo craanast primnrs
o R el ¢ qpecpati oy Rapele Gasdleess, HOCDHAL, Woma, 1838
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sixteen or seventeen years, an aceidental fire destroyed all his
papers.  * Truly,” says De Rossi, " the history which I am
relating seems to be but an Tiad of misfortune and irreparable
losses!”  “The lietle that remamed from: this fire, together with
the results of his subsequent labours, Marangoui published in
the Adrte Sameti Pictorinein 170

The Rewa Sutterranen of Bottar,* published Dy command Bottad's Rema:
of Clemient XTL, was 8 mere mpuh]u‘.ﬂtum of the plates from m‘;‘:"
tie wark ‘of Basio, illustrated with great edre ant leaming, huot
not armnged in any order, nor ennchied by any additions,
umless we reckon one which we coulid well have spared, viz.,
the paintings of 4 Gnostic =epulchre filsely attributed o tho
Christians.  These have serously perplexed and misled later
authars, especially Raoul Kochette, who founded upon it in
great measire his theory a3 to the arigin of Christian an.

The leamned students of Christian srchaeology who Sourished Latter pant of
diring the latter half of the last century, such as Mamachi, iﬂ;ﬁ'_‘"‘
Olivien, Zaccans, Borgia, &, maile considemble use of the
works of Bosia, Aringhi, Boldetti, and Bottard, in their tres-
tises om vanows pomnts of Christion mtiquity, but de oot
appear to have explored for themselves, or even to have taken
mmy notice of the new discoveries thay were heing mude year
by year i some part of the ancient cemeteriex.  Bemedict
XIV.: by founding: the Chnstian Museum in the Vahican Chrisdan Mu
Libsary, and collecring there the mscriptions that had hitherto ;"‘"‘Mi"‘
been dispersed ampng the vanous churches, relieved antigua- :?1 i
nans of the labour of examining rhe places where these in-
seriitions were found, and even such an archasologist as Marini
docs not appear 1o have thoughe it worth while 1o visic the
Caticombs themselves.: D'Agincourt, indeed, penetrited their Dr Agincowr,
recesses to find materials-for his History of the decline of the *™ !
fine arts: anidl by atempring 1o detnch the: pictures from the ![]- ilovnsini
walls of living rock on which they had been puinted, tmlghlt 0 *g:
the modern lussors the last lesson in the arnt of destruction.

The attempt signally fuiled. sod was not long persisted in, but
ft resulted in the ruin of many: precious monuments which can
mever be replaced,  Indeed, it is truly lamentable 10 see what

* Sowibare ¢ Pithare Lavre ortraaily ofed Cfweiters ofi Rowa, pubdlivate e
ol i iE ol Nams SoTeasa od een wnreaments Wialc am fuee ralle
ghiqurivnd, | Rama, 173421734
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a recond of desiruction the history of the Catacombs has been,
almost ever since their re-opening in the sixtesnth century,
The pamtings which were seen at that time in theerypis on
the Via Salarm, by Baronius and others, had been’ destroyed
when Bosio revisited the place fifteen years afterwands
Padre Mazzolari, S.]., the pious author of the 1 Saore, was
only just in time to traverse the gallery accldentally opened
near Sdn Lorenzo i 1570, befure he saw the work of devaz
tation mthlessly accomplished under his very eyes. The
lessons of destruction taught by D'Agincourt have heen only
o frequently followed even as recently as our own day,  The
vast extent of saltesranean terrtory that has 1o be guarded
from injury, and the facility with which access may from time
o time be gained 1o the Catacombs in consequence of aci
dental openings in the soil, make it difficult for the authorities
to prevent depredutions ; still we cannot but regret that there
shoulil not have been always 2 succession of antiguanians, able
and willing to tmnsmit to postertty o faithful record of each
new discovery as it was made.
tudre Marchi, At the begmming of the present century, tokens of a reviving
S AL IR fnterest in the Catacombs may be traced in some: of the pro-
cecitings of the Homan Archmological Society, and in a few
other writings. 1t was reserved, however, for the late Paidre
Marchi, 5.J., 1o give the first great impulse to that lively
interesk in the subject wiich 13 now so0 amversally fel In
t8igre he commenced his great work on the Monuments of
early Chrosuan Arn® It s aimost needless to enter upon
any dewmled exomination of the labours of this lamed
Jesuity since they were interrupted and finally alundoned,
partly in consequence of the political vicissiiuiles of the time
by which his own Order was' especially affected : and ilso
because he was conscious that the work of rehabilitating (so
to say) these venemble monuments of antiquity, and setting
them forth Defore the public m their original integrity, Wik
necessarily reserved for one who should come after bim,  He
hidl begun o publish prematorely ; atwost he had Dt broken
the soil.  He hal, however, imparted his own . enthusiasal to
one of his scholars, who was at fissg the frequent companion
= Iompsicaiti dolle arts Clrigtianee. Primitive wolla Watrapnll 84 € ranbisioe.
amame, Woma, 144
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af his subterranean exploring expeditions, ‘whom ' he soon
recognised s 3 valuable fellow-labourcr, and whom he finally
urged ‘in the most pressing manmer to undertake the work
which he found 'too great for his-own filing strengthe. This
scholar was: De Rossi, of whon it were hard to say whether Do Rossi.
his. talent, learming, and industry have done more: for the
work of discavery in subtermnean Rome, or the discoveries
Iie-has e done more for the increase of our knowledge of i
At any mate; the s of hiz. labour speak - for themselves; for
whereas before his time only two or three important historical
monuments® had been discovered in the Catacombs during
nrore than: two centuries of exammation—and nll of these the
result of acchlent, — the excavations direeted by the Com.
mission’ of Sacred Archatology, of which De Rossi bs pie of
the most active members, have braught to light within a few
vedrs six or seven historical monuments of the utmost value,
and in every lstance he i announced beforehand sith more
ue less accuracy what was to be expeeted,

We are naturally led to ask after the cause of so great a
contrast.  From what new sources had De Rossi derived his
information 2 or whit was his new systens for extracting ore from iie sysem of
okl mines? The answer is goon given; aml it is muech more mesorch,
simple than we might have expectail from the magnituile of the
eficets 1o be accounted for. He followed the sume general
jlan as had been oeiginally ad down by Bosio; he studied
also the sime anclent authonties, Lot with the addition of wo
or three more of considerable value which in Bosio’s time lay
bomed in the MSS, of libninges.  Father Marchi indeed hod
known these new suthorities ;- but he had not adopted Bosio's
wopogmplical system.  Morcover, the particular object which
he had proposed to himself, led him: precisely in the opposite
direction: from that o which these new guides offered to con-
et hime  ‘They were, in fact, venimble guides—itineraries or
gitide:books—written in the seventh and eighth centuries by

* The haptistery and painiings of 55, Abden and Semen, ool other
ErYpLs the cometesy’ of Sap Vunsimas, on the Vie Portwembs, dracovered
by Hoalo ; the crypt of S5 Felix. Adaveton, anl Emeria, disovered by
Mt i, belinid the Banilies of 30 Faals on the mad beading w S
Selunimm'sy anil the by, tlee original epitph, al the Al ol Si
Hyaciuth, fouml in the cometery uf 51 Herme, by Padre Manchi,  (Ses
Note A, tn Appendig]
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pilirims from fordign countrics, who carefully put on recond dll
the sacred places which they visited in Rome.  Especially they
enumernted all the tombs of the mantyrs, 45 they lay esch in
his firss restingglace W the different suburban cemeteries.
Mow these were the precise spots in the Camcombs where St
Damasus and other popes had made mroy material changes.
They had built spacious staircases to conduct the pilgrims
immediately to the object of their prous search ; opened more
dwininariz to sapply light and air; widened the galleries, or
adided vestiliules to the chapels 3 or rised small basiicas above
ground ; and for the suppornt of these, solid substructions: of
masonry had been sometimes necessary in the erypts them-
selves,  But'when the Catncomihs ceased to be used] not only
were all these works left to perish by a process of natiral decay,
they also aumected the greedy hand of the spoiler, so that after
the lapse of seven or cight hundred years every contre of s
tomic interest hiid become o mass of riing.  Wheress, then, it
was the spevial desire of Father Marchi to recover, if possible,
galleries and chambers of the Catacomby in. their primitive
condition as fimt they were hewn out of the rock, any appear
ance of bricks and mortar in the way of his excavation was suf-
ficient to tum Wm aside from that par of the cemetery alto-
gether:  De Rossi, on the other hand, shrewdly judged that the
crypta which had heen changed into sanctuaries contsmed th
very key, s it were, to the history of each Catacomb. Wher-
ever one of these could be recovered and identified, we had a
certain olue to the name and’ history of the cemetery in which
it was found. He hailed, therefore, every token of naned
masonry in the heart of a Catacomb with the keenest deligh,
tis 4 sute sign that hie was in the immediate. neighbourhood of

what he most desired to see; and the resulis have abundantly

praved that lie wns not mistaken m his reasoning.

The importance of these results renders it worth our'while
{o ehumernte and give some short account of the authorities
which have fumished the clue o their discovery. They are such
as the rash criticism of the last century would have contemy
tnously condemneil 25 worthless,—the old Calendars and Mar-
tyrologies, the Acks of the Martyrs; the Lives of the Popes, and
the [tinetanes af pous pilgrims of the seventh, eightly, and
pinth centuries  Doubtless there has been need of great
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patience and ingenuity to disentangle the thread of truth from
the wieb of ‘confusion with which it has been sometimes inters
woven in these documents:  Nevertheless, they have proved
themselvies such efficient guides; that henceforwand to aocount
of Roma Solterratiea can be considered complete that should
jeiss them over in silénGe

PART 1L
ANCIENT RECORDS.

ERHAPS the most ancient record of the Roman Church The Mareyr-

to be found is the so-called Marsprologinm Hicronymi= i“;’::;{:"
itsmieny - & work which, though not put together in its present form
until the end of the sixth or perhaps even the seventh century,
certainty contains many portions of far older martyrologies be
ionging to the ages of persecution.  The exceeding came of the
early Church in treasuring up both the acts and the relics of her
martyrs, is too well known o requive proof. 1t is sufficient to
otwerve, that it is regorded of St.Clement, before the end of
the first century, that “ be cavsed the seven regions [of Rome]
to be divided among the faithful nomres of the Charch, who
should, each n his own region, with diligent care and zeal
search out the acts of the martyrs ;™* and of St Fabian, Pope
i the mididle of the third cenmry, it fs added that * he divided
the regions among the deacons, .and appointed seven sub-
dedoons to-superintend the seven notaries, that they mght
collect n all their dewnils (v seteer) the acts of the martyrs ™+
Most of these invaiuable records perished in the terible perse-
cuition of Diccletian,  Still it was impassibile but that some few of
them should have escaped, and these furnished the first ground-
work of the martyrology of which we are speaking. The most
authentic copies of it say the Bollandists,? make no mention Tis antiquity.
of a single martyr alier the time of the apostate Julian; not of
any, for example, who suffered onder the Vandals in Africa
[y itself this is no sure criterion of its antquity ; bt there are
other internal evidences which wiarrant our ssxigning one por-
tin, or perhaps we shoul] rther say ane edition, of it 1o the

* i Pontif v, + Tl

+ Acia Sanct. Octoly ter, b e 209

’I
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warlier part of the third century, another to the beginning of
the fourth; and a third to 1he hv.-gmmng of the fifth century.
An evidence of the first of these dates is, thar the anniversary
of St Antherus, who was Pope an. 233, appeirs an the 24th
November, whereas in all later Martyrologies it is assigned 10
the ad of fanuary. Now, the Liber Ponfificalis gives as the
length of his pontificate * one month and twelve days,” which
is precisely the interval between the wo above-mentioned
Jites s #o that we feel confident that the 24th of November
was really the date of his soceession to the Chair of St Pe
not of his death, Bt the anniversary of the accession of 4 pope;
as indeed thit of any other bishop, 8 never celebrated except
during hia lifetime ; whence it follows that this particular por-
tion At lenat of this ancient Martyrology must have been drawn
up during the pontificate of St Antherue  And it is not & httle
remarkalile, thay although his pontificate Jasied for so short a
tinhe, vet the Liker Pontificalic expressly records of him that
“he diligently sought out from the notaries the Acts of the
!nlnrt}ﬁ, andd stared them np in the church " it goes an also
to say, “on account of which he teceived from the Prefect
Maximus ﬂlc crown of martyrdom,® It is by observing similar
notes, which only the keenness of modemn eniticlsm has tught
men to appreciate, that archaolpgists have heen able to detect
the hand of 4 later compiler or copyist of this Martyrolagy, whe
must have lived in the time of Miltiades, or hetween A.p. 311 amd
314 ; and athird in the time of Sy Bomiface 1., or between alh,
.;tﬁ and g2z, sinee festivals are noted here of Ordin, Miftiadis,
an July ad. and Hamifecs: Epi de Ovidinatione, on the z2qth of

December, besides the depasitie of each of these pontifis on the
days oy which we still commemorate them. Bur vt would
occupy U 160 long to show in each case how the repetitions,
and even the errors fnil contradictions, of these vanoos
copyists, have often. proved of service in furnishing o clue by
inexns of which the ingenuity and patietcs of ledmot antigua-
giand lave succeeded in unravelling the mith, We most con:
tent ourselves with obiserving that this Martymlogy i3 of in-
estimable value, a8 having preserved 0 us much that woukl
otherwise huve perishal

Nest in chronological order comies the Christian Almanae,
for we can cill it by no more apprapriste name,) the first edi-
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tion of which: appears to have been published i an. 336, and
the latest, with highly ornamented lustentions, inagx 354 by
Furius Dionysius Filocalus. This consists of Hstsof the deaths
or burials of the popes from Lucnis to Julus—ze, AD. 255 1o
352, —of the principal Christian festivals celebrated dunng the
wear, especially of margyves, bot inelodng alse. Christmusaday,
Cathiedra Petri, and other immovable féasts s fimally, a cata.
logue of the popies from St Péter to Liberius®  In'this Last
catdlogie the deaths of the pogres begin to e registered from
the time of St Antherus, which would seem o show that the
eartior purtion of thee history had been prolably compiled from
sime older work, such as the Chromicon of Hippalyiee Tt
the most impertant of these documients s undoubtedly the first
of the three. 1t follows immediately upon the st of prefects
ol the city, uivd this list, evidestly compiled with great securacy
fram contemjiomry registers, hegms i like manner from the
vear 254, s this synchronism purely accidental # or were the
two lists really derived from stite documents, the publie regis:
ters of the government? At first sight it might seem an almost
extravagant conjecture to suppose that the names of the popes
shonld have been known o the civil governors-of pagan Rome,
and officially 1aken cognisance of. Yot i is certain, that even
is early as the beginning of the third century, many churches
useil to pay a tribute to the government that they might escape
from persecution, and for this purpose they were enrolled on
the registers of the police (so tospeak), where they found them-
solves, o5 Tertullim? tikes care to remind thew, v very strange
gﬂmlﬁn}l_ Aynin, we rend thar, after the death of Fubuan,
Decius stricthy forbinde the election of o suceessor, amil was
greatly enraged when be heard of the appointment of Comielius:
In genuine Acts of Maryrdom the uestion is sometimes
asked, to what church the prisoners belong.  Whon the eccliesi-

* This camiogue b gonerally qmted s Lelersan, or . Bocherdan the
latter name being taken fom s fest editor, Bgldiod Pucherug 8]0 De
Decyind temporunt.  Aniwerp, 1634, -

+ Non decet Cluistum pecunii canslare Quomedo ef martyrm fier
pessent in glotiam Domisl, ol tribato loontizm oo compenmaremii,

el Mai.i]t{r tolse eccleiin mmbatom sihi irmogaverant Nesclo dolen-
Idn'm i erubescendim ¥4, won i mitricibia fenehelarionim el Curited-
ram, iter tnbernarion et lanios of fures balnearem g1 pleanss -.-t.__'lnu_?:_n-s
Chiristlinl guoque vectigales contieninr SN fupd e poran, o, xdi 25
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nstical property s restored afier @ persecution, it is to the
bishops that the surrender is ardered to Le made ; from them
the sacrei] books are demanded ; against them and their clerics

“spocidl edicts are issus. Al this seems 1o indicate a certain

knowledire and even recogaition of their position in the ecele
siastical hiemarchy.* And it it very curious to observe how
some of the difficultics in this extalogue are immediately cleared
up, il we suppose it to have been derived from civil and official
sources, Thus; for instance, it is-stated of the yeat 364, that
ar this time the episcopacy ceased for ssven years, six months,
and, twenty-five days. ‘This statement cannot be reconciled
even with the dates given elsewhere inthe same list; but it is
vhservable that it was precisely during this very tme thut Dio-
cletian confiscated the fevaadesiastion, und that the hiemrehy
was {at least legally) suppressed.  Again, we read n the Lider
Fontificalis that Maxentius required of St Marcellus thar he
ghould deny that be was a lushop, (because he had nor been
recognised,) and his name accordingly does not appear in this
list. However, be this-as it may, from whatever source these
lists may have been origmally procured, it is cenam that they
have proved to be of the greatest use in the hands of De Raoss,
To these we st next adid the numerons insenptions com-
posed by Pope Damasis, engravei by the same Furus Filocalus,
and set up by the Holy Pontlff at so many of the martyrs’
tambs. Several of these monuments: destroyed by the Goths,
Lambards, anil other sacriligious barbarians, were restored,
more of less porrectly, by later popes: many are preserved to
us anly throngh the copies that were taken by learned ecclesi-
astics o pions pilgring in the nioth or tenth centuries ; some few
yet remuin in their origmal integrity, and same also have been
recovered by De Rossi himseslf, These monuments, wherever
they are found, are withesses of the utmost value on guestions
relating either to the history or the geography of the Catacombs,
The Liher Poptifialis, or, a3 it s sometimes (less cormectly)
called, the Lives of the Pontifis by the Librarman Anastasius, is.
our next authority. 1t was, from the first, formed out of doen-
ments more ancient than itself like the Martyraloginm Hiorony-

* e Rossl does mon hesitate fo wmy, that the proadd of this tew apd
wnexpested fact are ke dhrong that they mmoun) alnwal to 8 coigplete
demoeammiion.  HoS0 1035
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mibanniee, anid there had Been at least three versions or editions
of it before the days of Anacasive, Two of these had been
maile at the begmning and about the mididle of the eighth
century, and another in the beginning of the sixth; but 4 por-
tion of it may even be traced 1o the times of St Damasus, if
fnot 1o @ yel earlier period.  Its statements are Gften at variance
with thost of the Almanac and the most ancient Martyralogy,
especially in the matter of dates ; yet these very varations are
sometimes usefill, and enable ws- 1o detect the truth,  Often
they are accounted for by the fact that they recond some
translation of the popes’ relics, instead of the day and place of
their original burial.. Certamly there could be no object in
thanging the dates without reason ; the compiler-can only have
followed some uther authonty.

The-Martyrologies of Bede, of Ado;, Usuard and others, are Cber Manyr
sometimes useful : but they are inferior in- importance to the *
Aets of the Martyrs, which, even when not authentic, often Acol the
contiin most vatuable fagments of truth.  Tillemont and other iy,
critics of his scliool have dealt with these veneralle monuments
of antiguity too summarily. Disgusted by the fMagrant ana-
chronisms, or the barbarous diction, or the tone of legenduary
cxagireration; or the historcal difficultiess which abound in
them, they have found it easier to reject allogether than to
crititise- and distinguish ; whilét & 'more learned and cautious
exdamindtion not unfrequently suceeeds in detecting many
traces of & troe ‘and genuine story.  The Acts of St Cecilin, fof
example, which were so tharoughly set:aside by Tillemont that
hee questioned whether there had ever been such a virgin and
martyr ) Rome ot all, and suspected that her bistory might
pethaps have been o myth imponed from Sicily, are certainly
not, me their present fonm, a gennine and orginal decument ;
they are not contemporary with the martyndom itself; on the
contrary, hoth in the preface and i the body of the Acts there
are clear tokens of a wriler'in the time of peace, between the
fourth and fifth centurits ;* pevertheless it 8 equilly centain
that they must have been composed upon very minute and
truthful records, since 4 number of circumstances which they
parmite wene most exactly confirmed e the rediscovery of her

=Tl fltll.ll:'i.‘ﬂl prayers Loil ol 'Levh ‘nnn] oF Gelaalis abeomamnl wiahh' aliiy
ailigns bos thiens
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relics at the end of the sixteenth century, which relics were
certuinly hill from every human eye at the time of the compila-
tion of the Acts. Moreover, on a eritical comparison of the
varions readings even of the MSS. which still exist of these
Acts, it is casy to detect the little additions and embellishments
introduced by later writers.®  They are precisely such as we
might have anticipated ; and it s probable that the onginal
compiler did not use greater license in dealing with the mates
rials before him, than his own seccessors used towards himself.
In either case, it was not such as 10 destroy the substance of
the stary, nor to distort its prncipal features, historical or geo-
graphical ; and as moet of these spuripus Acts (if they must still
be branded by this vpprobirious epithet) were written before the
sacred deposits in the Catacombs had been translated from their
first resting-place, they have bren of great serviee in enabling De
Rossi to reconstruct hoth the history and the geography of aub-
termanean Rome,  The same may be said also ol some inefilentdl
notices m the ancient Litargical Booksof the Roman Church,

All these documents, however, were uccessible to the prede
cessors of De Rossi, and were freely made use of by them. To
him belongs the credit of laving demonstrated Ly argument,
and still more by sctual discovery, the jmmense importance of
the information to be derived from the ancent Rinemries or
local guidebonks to the sanctuaries of Rome., One of these
descriptions may be scen in the works of William of Malmes-
bury, whiere he recards the visit of the Crosadess to Kome, An,
1043 1 but as this description speaks of the Saints still resting
it their sublermanean sepulehires, it is manifest that the chro
nicler has copied it from some docament written Tour or five
centuries before his own time: and there i5 internal evidence
that it was writteh between the years auah G50 and 650, An
other of these Itineraries, sbiout 4 century laten, was pablished
by Mabillon, in 1685, from a M5, in Emsiedlen ; and a thind;
belonging to the tenth century, by Eckar, m 1929, from a: M5,
in the libmry of Wortaburz:  These, however, are all surpassed
in value by two others which were discovered nbout 2 hundred
years ago in the Jfibrary of Salgburg, and published as an
sppendix to an edivon of the works of Aleuin with which tlie

* Hee Note It in Appesibi,
4 Ll the excellont edithim of Duffie j*:u.h{‘\-_ ol i §70-544
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M35 had been accidentally bound upe 16 ks certain from
mternal-evidence that one of these, and that the most exace,
was written' between the years t25:aml 638, and e other/is
notmany years luter.  Thie first B g genitne Itinomey, writton
onl the spot, and alietmds with topogmphical notices of all that
the writer saw, ahove ground ar below, on his right hand or
his left, to the east or the west,  He starts from the centre of
Rome, and proceeds northwards through the Flamininn gane ;
and in visiting the various roads in ordes, he does nob retum o
Rome and make a fresh beginning every rime, but goes across
fram one roall to anothier I-y'!;_r-;mhn. wany of which still resin,
The second, though following the same genem! plan and taking
each road in succession, is not the real jonmal or discription
of what had been seen by the trveller himself; mther, it bears
tokens of heing an epitome of some loger work.  However,
both of them were wnitten before the prmctice of translation of
relics had begun, so. that the minute ropographical deiails
which they record have reference to the onginal condinion of
the Catacumbs before their sanenty had been profaned or their
truditions obscured.

In the same category with these Ttineraries may be elassed Papyrm list o1
the list of relics collected by the Abbot Joln, in the ilays of S¢ ™ 3 Mons
Gregory, the Grear, and sent to Theodelimili. Queen ol the
Lombards Thislist, written on papyms, together with many
of ithe: relics themselves, and the little parchment lubels
attached to them, 1z =0l to beseen m'the cutliedral of Monzn ®
Wi miust not, however, be misled by the word " redie ™ apl
pletiore Lo outselves, scearding to modern custom, the botlles or
portions of the bodies of saints St Gregory himself specifies
the only kinds of relics that in his day were permitted to be
carried away by the faithiul.  He wntes 1o the Enpress Con.
stanting © ““When the Romans pecsent the rélics of the saints,
they do not 1ouch the bodies: their custom is ooly to jut &
pigee of linen in 2 box, which s pliced near the hioly ey,
and which they alterwarnds ke away, , . . In the time of the
Pope St Leo, some Greeks, doubting of the virtue of these
relics, bromght scissors sl eut the lingn, from whenee pros
ceeded blood, a5 05 meparted Ly the ancdient inbabitants "t

* It had soem pubilished by Marind, Papir. Drijslom, pu g2y, Na, CXTIIL

Sez also'p. 377
¥ Epat, biks 'l e goe e prcces of Hinen were calbud Ao,
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But besides these, drops of the oil from the lamps which
burned before the tombs of the sunts were frequently carmed
away as relics ; and St Gregory often sent these ofar in linthe:
glass phials to persons at a distance.®  These latter were the
relics eollected by John the Abbot; and in the list of them he.
carefiilly records every shrine which he visited, and thiz (as was
natural) in the order of his visits. By comparing this local order
with the topographical hotices in the [tinerarics, D¢ Ross: has
been enabled 1o decide with accurncy ‘many important ques-
tions concerning the localities of particular tombs.  To follow
him into these details would requive us to transcribe many
entire pages of his work, and would weary the unscigntific
reader. It is sufficient to say, thal a careful study of them will
amply repay all who are capable of appreciating the keenness
of his_eriticisms, and the happy holdness with which he fre-
quently seizes upon some fact, or hint about o fact, before
nnoticed, but which eventuslly leads to valuable discoveries.

These are the principal sources of information of which De
Rossi has made wse in his Roma Sofferrana ; and by the hilp
af them he bas constructed a very full and life-like narmtive of
its history, The labour which it has cost him to do this can
only be appreciated by those who tike the pains to follow him
throngh the slow, deliberate, sometimes abmost, wearisome
method of his operations, and examine in detail the mass.of
minute criticisms by which he insists upon justifying every siep
which be takes ; and for this it s indispensable that the whole
work should be read exactly as he has himsell written 1
Many threads of his argument are so subtle; yet sostrong and
0 necessiry to the establishment of Tis conclusions; that they
can neither be omitted fior reprodiced in any compressed
form, without ftjury to their substance. “These, therefore, we
must perforce leave untouched ; nevertheless, we hope to be
ahile 1o extmet from his poges sofficient matter to set before
aur reatlers mn intelligible account of the history of the Cats-
combs, stfficiently supported both by the language of anciest
documents, and by the remains which his researches huve
enabled ud to see amd examing for ourselves

* This custiue may even aow: be absereed o the Cligreh ol Saad’ Agmtinn,
whrrr Nglglg take ] frons  the LT Lhat lorrms baforee 1lie statne of the
Aedviiwr <o Parde, nml from o imher shrines
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ORIGIN OF THE CATACOMES

CHAFTER L
GEXERAL DESCRIFIION.

HE daily-ancreasing celebnity of the Roman Catacambs General dee
might almost seemt to render o general desoription of E:I:_‘;:' "
them wmnecessary ; for who does not know, if. nat ly per- o=
sonal observation; at least from the accomts of frends or from
popular literatire, the leading features of that marvellous city
of the dead which has received the appropriate name of Ko
Sotterraner, subterranean Rome?  Nevertheless, so many ermors
are often mized up with these popatlar accounts, and our know-
ledge of the subject has been «0 much improved of late, both
in pomt of mccuracy and of extent, that it will conduce to
clearness, and the general convenience of our readers, il we
set before them at once some autline at least of what is con-
taineidl i the following pages. We shall make our statement
as contise as possible, not strengthening it at present by any
proofs or arguments, but leaving these to Le supiphied when we
come to fill in the several pearts of the picture in detail
“I'he ‘Roman Catscombs—a name consecmted by long usage, Therpaddtion
but having no erymelogical meaning; and noka very determinge A gtet
geographical one—are a vaat babyrinth of galleries excavated
in the howels of the earth in the hills arind the Eiemal Uity .
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not tn the hills-on which the cioy itself was Boily but in those
bevond e wdlle.  Theie extent s enormois, hot s to the
amount of superficial soil which they nnderhs, for they mrely,
if ever, pass: hevond the third milestone from theeity, lnt m
the aetual length of their gallerliss © for these are often excavatiiad

on various levels, or Adeed, three, four, o even five, ane above

Vi & —fdiere wdih Jinmals

the other; am) they cross and recrgss one another, sometimes
at short intervils; on each of these levels ; 5o that on the whiole,
there are cettamly not lss than 330 miles of them; that s
1020y, '|r u|;||_'I|'1||_'|1 ol oone coilinions |1I'|r,, |;.II._'} ql.n“fli
eitenid the whole length-of Laly nsell.  “The palleries dre
fromi dwo 'to fonr feet in willth, snd viry in height wearling
to -the nature of the ek in which '[ht‘.:- nre llltg'. The walls
on hoth sides are perced with boozontal mches, like shelves

ina book-case- of berths In a stenmer, and every niche L
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contained one or more diead bodies, At various intervals this
UCSESSHUN of shelves s interrupted for a momeny, that room
wmay be made for a doorwsy opening into a small chamber;
and the walls of these chambers are generally pierced with
graves in the same wity a8 the gallenes:

These wast excavations oncée formed the ancient Christian Thidr rimber
cemeteries of ‘Rome; they wete begun i aposielic tines, eyl
anil continued to be used as buriakplaces of the faithful tll
the eapture of the city by Alric in the year yro.  In the
third century, the Roman Church nimbered twenty-five or
twenty=six of theny, corresponding 1o the number of her fitles,
ar panishes, within the city ; and lesides thiese, there are abous
wwenty others, of smaller dimensions, isolated misnunients ol
special martyrs, or belonging to this or that private fenily.
Originally they all Lelonged 1o povite families or individuals,
the villas or gardens in which they were dug being the proflerty
of wealthy citizens who had embraced the faith of Christ, and
devoted of their substanee. to His service. Hence their most
ancieit titles were taken merely fram the names of their tawful
owners, muany of which still survive: Lucing for exninple, whe
fived in the davsof the Apostles, and others of the same family,
or at least of ¥he same name, who lived at various perods in
the mext two centiities; Priscilla, also a cotemporary of the
Apostles ; Flavia Domitilla, niece of Vespasian ; Compmnodilla,
whose property lay on the Via Ostiengis ;| Cyrinca, on the Via
Tiburting ;- Prtestatus, on the Vis Appia; Pontian, on the
Via Partuensts; and the Jordani, Maximus and Thraso, all
an the Via Salaria Nova.  These names are still attched o
various catarombs, because they were ariginally hegun upon
the land of those who bose them,  ( Mhier Catarombis are known
Ly the names of those who presided. over ther formation, as
that of 5t Callixtus, on the Via Appia; or-5t Mark, on the Vix
Andeating: ot of the principal martyrs who were buried in
them, as 55 Hermes, Dasilly, Protus and Hyacanthys, on flie
Via Sularia Vetos; or lastly, by some pecubaity of their
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position, as-ad Catacumbas on the Vin Appia, and ad duas
Laurgs on the Vin Labicana,

1t has always been agreed among men of learning who have
hid an opportunity of examining these excavations, that they
were used exclusively by the Christians as places of burial and
of holding religious assemblics. Modern research has now
placed it beyond a doubt, that they were also originally de-
signed for this purpose and for 1o other ; that they were niot
deserted sand-pits (aremario) or (uarmies, adupted to. Christian.
nses; but a development, with important modifications, of &
forin of sepulchre not altogether unknown even among the
heathen families of Rome, and in common use among the

Fiii = —flae of il semaein af Sf Agasi

Jews both in Rome and elsewhere.  Our readers may jucdge
for themselves, even from the miniatire specimen here set
before them, how easy it is to distinguish the galleries of an
arcparis from those of a4 Catacel,. These plans represent
a pottion of the cemetery, commonly called of St Agmes,m the
Via Nomentana, and of a sand-pit which lies overit, {both drmwn
to the same scale) and the greater width of the passages
excavated i the sand-pit, and the- greater regularity of those
in the Catacomb, are chamcteristics which at oper arrist the
attention, and suffice to impress upan our minds the essential
difference letween them,

At first, the work of making 1he Camcombs was done apenly,
withaut let or hitdmnce, Wy the Christians ; the entrances fo
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them were pubiic on the highraad or on the hifl-side; and the
galleries and chambers were freely decorated with pamtings of
n sacred chameter.  But early i the third century, it hecame
necessary to withdmw them as much as possible from the
pililie ege ; new and often diffienlt entrances were now effected

£ ’I’/".‘sés;‘;
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in the recesses of diserted arovarice, anid even the liberty af
Christian art was. cramped and fettered, lest what was holy
shotlil fall under the profane gaze of the ynbaptized.

Each of these burial-places was called In ancicnt times eather
hypoganm, it Epncriculljr. a subtermnean place, oraematoiam, Explanstion

. E ek - ; ol e
w slegping-place, a new name of Chnstan ongin, which the
Pagans could only repest, probably without undersanding ;*
sometimes also nartyrinm, ar anfessio (its Latin equivalent,)
(o signify that it was the buriahplace of martyrs or comfessors
of the faith. An ordmary grave wus called focwr or docaefier, 3T

* Eudel. HLE; ¥l 11,
+ Huoce the ciyph under the high attar of the Vafican Basilice is callinl

vl Congflapssam din, ilie 1omb, of St Peler
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it contmned & single body ; or disewm, frisomum, or @i
miwmy AF it contained two, three, or four, The graves wers
duy by fossores, and burial in them was called dopositio,  The
gallenies do not seem to have had any specific name : but thie
chambers were called cvbicala. Tn most of these chumlwers, and
sometimes alsa in the gallenes themselves, one or more tomls
are o b seen of 2 more elaborate kind ; a long obloni dhirese,
like n sarcophagus, either hollowed out in the rock. of built

= gy

P -l o
up of masonry, and closed by o heavy slab of marble lving
hotizontally on the wp, The niche over tombs of this kind
was of the same length as the gave, and generally, vanited
m-a sembcircular form, whence they were called ardosalia®

P g—Sapolare & menin se Fakirfamd

Sometimes, however, the niche retained the rectangular form,
in which case there was no spedial name for i, but for dis
tmction's stke we may be allowed to call it s tabletoml+

* Sfdener wras sl pis demiide (e s of marble o term oty il
the Proane sooetimes Buiried (el desid
T De Hosl alls it spaliorr @ i,
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‘I'hose of the arawndis which were alio the tombs of martyrs
were usedd on the anniversaies of their deaths ( Nataditia, ot
birthdags) as altars whereon the holy mysteries: were cele-
bmted s Henee, whilst some of the embiaedr were only fawily-
vimits, others were chapels, or places of public asembly. It
i probable thit the holy mystenis were celebrated-also in the
privitte vaults, gn the anniversariss of the deaths of their oecu:
pants ; and, each one was sufficiently luge in ltself for use on
these private oceasions ; but m onder thas as many s possihle

Vit & Pinirrier o o Caiiiendeon o 50 parn, weth chaere uned dossd devsed 7
Fhv wicd

might assist at the public celebrations; two, three, or even four
of the. aubicds were ofien made close together, all recenving
hght and ventilation through one shaft of dirhole, (Aeminare,)
plerced through the superincumbent soil np ti the open ain,
[y this wiy 48 many a5 a Tumidred persons might be collécted
in-somy parts of the Cataropibs o nsskstal the sanme act of
piabilie worship ; whilst a still Turger sunnber might have béen

Uisprersed in the cubicideof neighbouring galleries; and received
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there the Bread of life, brought 1o them by the dssistant priests
and deacons.  Indications of this armngement arc not only: to
bie found in ancient ecclesiastical writings; they may still be
seenin the very walls of the Caincombs themiselves, episcopal
chiirs, chairs for the presiding: deavon or deoconess. and
benches for the faithiul, having formed part of the original
design when the chambers were hewn out of the living rock,
and still remaining where they were first made

Catncom b By and by, when peace was restored (o the Chutch, the

EM‘“I" Catacombs were constantly visited a5 ohjects of pious interest,
and of course the graves of the Popes and other principal
matyts hecame special centres of atiraction.  The fumber
of the faithful who flocked to these shrines on the anmual
recurtence of their respective festivals was immense ; so that
it became necessary to provide more: commodioys mians of
entrance and exit, awd in other ways to enlarge and improve
the chapels within. Pope Damasus distinguished himself
above others in his devotion to this work » he also set up a
number of inscriptions at various places, genemlly wntten in
verse, und all eograved: by the same artist, in which he some-
tinies commemontes the trumphs of the martyrs, and Some-
times his own work of restoration or decaration at the tonih.
The festivals continiied to be celelimted here as long as the
Bindies of the martyrs remained in their onginal resting-places.

till the tramts Bt these having been desecrated, and sometimes plondered,
tieni o retic,

AL, 7503 by the Lombards and other invaders of Rome, all the jtrncipal
m“ﬂ‘%i"’ relics were removed into the city-churches by the care of succes
goteein. sive Popes, during a period of sixty or seventy years, beginning

from the middle of the eighth centiery ;- anid when this had been
done, the catacombs were naturally neglected, and by degrees
forgotten. They remained in oblivion for nearly Sevem oen,
turies and a half, ‘so that when Onuphrins Panvinius, an
Awrustinian friar, considered the marvel of his age for learn-
ing anc industry, published a work in 3578 on the » Ceremonies
of Chnstinn Burial and the Ancient Christiay Cemeternes" he
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could only gather their cames from the Acts of the martyrs
mnd other ancient documents. He expressly states' that only
three af them were at all accessilile,—that at 5t Selustion's,
that at San Lorenzo, meaning (as is ¢lewr from his discription)
the single gallery which tnay yet be-seen from the window of
thi chapel of St Cyrince in the Basilica itself, and that of St
Valentine on the Via Flaminis, which' by under property
belonging 1o his own order. It happened, however, that m
this suie year, 1578, an accident brought to light another of
the ancient cemeteries, far more interesting than either of
these : and a desire was soon enkindied, both n the mterests
of religion gnil of leaming, to know something more about
soch veneralile monuments of antiquity.  Bul this vould only
be the fruit of much tme and laboor; it was impossible to
reconitrmet theie history, which had been lost, except by =
careful examination of them, and 4 comparison of their con-
tents with the motives to be discovercd in ancient books. It
has been alresily shown i our sketch: of the Literary History
of the Catteomls, liow this wark has been attempted by many
authors, during the last two himdred  years, with varions
egrees of success; and how, in our own day, the Commen-
datore de Rossi, having haud his intercst awnkened ta the
subject from his_earliest youth, having devoted 1o ity stuily
great matural abilities: and untinng mdusiry for more than
twenty years, and having, moreover, enjoyed some advantages
beyond most of his predecessors, has far outstripped. them all
both in the extent and imporance of his discovenes. Hence
the opportunity and the necessity for thie present volumie, which
aims only at puttitye within the reach of English readers the
fruit of De Hossi's labours. Treading faithfully: in lis foot
steps, we Propose first 1o trace the history of the Camcombs
from their beginning, anil then to describe the cemetery of St
Callixtus in particular; after which we shall consider the light
whicli they throw upon early Chnstian art and doctrine,. Buy

in order that this work: may Le dione well, anid that we may
L

He-tsmvured
o ¥578
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satisfy cur readders that the history we shall Ve rests on g sure
foundation, it is neécessary that we shoulid go back to the fist
introduction of Christianity into Rome, and make 1 hrief
review of the legal and social position of its professors . evin
from the days of the Apostles

P 30 = Sortiss ol ¢ b mideey va Wimtamy el o Foainifa Afons el foan aniead T ern, dhempng
Lrwraw swdd of v aBuft of Eh bk mary, mivk #sre proaive sm i,



CBAPTER IL

THE SRCIAL ANDURELICIOLE 1NSITION OF THE FIEST
RUMAN CHEISTIAXS

THEﬁm sowing of the seed of the gospel in the :nrlrc}—ﬁA .- the
polis of the ancient Pagan world is involved in some i Rou

obscurity, It is cerain, however, that it must have been
almost - simoltaneous with the birth of Christianity.  For we
know that among the witnesses of the mircle of Pentecost
were “sirangerss of Rome, Jews and proselytes;”* and on
thee eturn of these strangers to their homes, the ‘wonderfidl
sight they had witnessed would be 2t once communicated to
others, and the sulemn tidings they had heard would be circu.
lated from mouth ta mouth among the Jesws of the capital,
Muoreover. the Gentile converts in “thie ltalian Banil,™ ¢+ of
which Comelius was 4 centurion, probably returned 1o ther
native city soon afier the appointment of Herod Agripps to
the kingdom of Judes, ar the accsssion of Caligula, and these
too would have given a fresh impulse to the movement : and
i St Peter, who had been abour the same time miracilously
released from prison, accompinied them frotn Cassarea, this
would agree with the tradition which assigns A0, 42 s the
date of the coming of the Prince of the Apostles to Rome.
At any rate, the faith of the Roman Christians was * spoken
of in the whole world™$ as early as A0, 57 and it is the

Tstians

opinion of lesrmed and impartinl judges that, even from the were native

first, there were several of nobie Blood and high mnk who

niobibes
Cireskn, o

made profession of this faith  “From the Hme of Ciesar Jews.

* Aits kiAo, o ¥ L 2 Rom L&
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downwiards,” says Me Merivale, % Jews had thrust themselves
into every Roman society, and not least into the highest. . .
Many citizens of every rank had more or less openly addicted
themselves to Jewish usages and tenets; and when 4 Jewish
sect ventured to transfer its obedience from the law of Moses
1o the gospel of Jesus Christ, the number of its adherents in
the capital of the empire would seem to have embmeed Jews,
Greeks, and Romans in nearly equal propartions. *

We are not unmindful of the Apostle’s testimony relative to
the Church at Corinth—viz, that * there were not amongst
them many wise according to the flesh, not muny mishty, not
many noble;" 4+ neventheless everything combines to show
that the spread of Christlanity among the higher classes, ai
even among the imperial familics 4t Rome, was more exten-
sive, from the very earliest times, than either the records of
ecclesiastical history or the pious legends of the Chirch
would have led us 10 expect.  Indeed, it is easy to see haw
scanty and imperfect theseare,  Thus no memorial has reached
us of the names or condition of those * of Caesar’s household ™
towhom St Paul sent a special salutation ; of Flavius Clemens,
the consul and relstive of Domitian, we know little Beyond
the. fact of his mamyrdom; of Apollonias, the senator and
martyr under Comnmodus, we only know that little which
Tusebiud bas told us, writing so long after the event; and at
so great a distance from the scene of it.  Ancient mietrics)
mscriptions have been found, celebrmting the praises of another
noble patrician; named Liberalis, holding the highest office in
the Siate, and laying down his life for the faitl, whose memary
in all other respects s buried in oblivion, Other inscriptions
also have been found, in more recent times, recording the
Duridl, by their hushands, of noble Boman ladies of senatorial
rank (clarisdma), in the common graves of the lleries in the

most ancient. parts of the Roman cemeteries. 1t was only

* Miasory of the Romans under the Emplre, vil: 366 So alon vi. 436
o 1. +1 Cor. I 24



Pasition of the First Roman Christians. 37

frony the japes of & Pagan historian® (hat we knew of the pro-
fession of Christianity, or at luast of a great intersst in it and
partiality. rowards iy, by Marda, concubine of Commodus,
until, in our own day, this mielligence has been confirmei and
cnlirged by the newly-discoverad Plhifoswphumene, e
tullian,}t again, writing st the beginming of the third . century,
tells s thit Septimivs Severns protected Christian senators
and their wives, but s2ys nothing as to their nanes or number,
excepting. indeed. that inanother place he says boldly, béfore
the whale Pagan worlid, that not only were the cities of the
Roman empire full of Christinn people, but even the senate
anl the palace

Oni cause of the extreme scantiness of our mformation as chiclly i
to the early Chiristians in Rome is doubtless the destruction of "5 *iteh
all ecclesstical reconds during the last teemible perseeution by
Thocletinn s and there was nothing in the remper or practices
of Christianity 10 commend it as g special theme for Fagan
writers. Nevertheless it was not altogether overlooked by
them: and we know, from the testmony of Eusebims, § that
some &t Jeast wrote aliout it whose histories have not reached
ok Indeed it is to Pigan mather than to Christian writers that
we gre indebied for our knowledge of some of the most
imtercsting and remarkable facts in the onnals of the carly
Church.  One of these it will be well for ws to dwell ppon: at
some length in this place, as the history of 4 Catacomb depends
upan it : we dllude to the carly conversion of some of the qz, of the
fmily of the Flavii Augusti, that is, of the fumily which gave !
Vespasian to the throne. His elder brother, Thus Flavius
Sabinug, had beéen Prefect of the city in the yvear inwhich the
Princes of the Apostles, Sts Peter and Paul, saffered martyridom
amd it 15 cermin, therefore, thal he muit have been broaght into
cantact with therny, and heard something of the Christian faith,
He 8 described by the great historan of the empire us a

* ‘Papipgs Hisg ik 65, 75 t Al Bl = 4
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mait whose tonocencs and jostice were animpeachable ;% o
mild man, who had & hotrot of all unnecessary shedding of
blood and wviolence. Towards the close of his life; he was
aceused by soiue of grent inactivity am want of interest in
public affais ; others thought him only 2 man of modemtion,
anxious to spare the lives of his fellow-citizens ; others again
spoke of his retiring habits as the natural result of the mnfirmi
tieaof old ape. Whilst we listen to all thse conjechines as
to the canse of o certain change which seems to have come
over him in his declining vears: the question natumily oceurs
to s, whether it i# possible that he ean have had some lean-
ittgs towarilh the  Christlan faith, ot even been actually con.
vared 1o it 2 Lt isa question which cannot now De answiensd ;
Lt at least it I8 certain that charges of this kind were com.
monly urged against Chiristians ;+ anid the fact thar some of his
descendants in the pext genemtion were undoubtedly of this
faith. gives o certamn degrée of probubility 1 the conjecture.
Flavius Sabinus seems to have had four children, of whom the
mest conspicuous was Titus Flavius Clemens, the consul and
martyr. He marmied the doighter of his cousin, who was
sister to the Emperor Domitian, and called by the same name
as her mother, Flavia | Domitilla.,  Flavia Domitilla  the
younger bote her husband, the consul, two sons, who were
named respectively, Vespasian junior, and Domitian jumiar,
having Leen' intenided to succesd to the theone; and the
famous . Chiinctilian 3 was: appoinced by the Emperar hinmelf
to be their tutor. At what time their paremts hecame Chris-
tians, andl what was the history of their conversion, we da not
know; but the facts of’ Clement's manyrdom and Demirilla's
banishment are attested by Dio Cassiw§  His words are, that
“Domitian put to death several persons, and amongst them
Flavits Clemens, the consul, although he wos his nepliew, und

* Tachius LU i, 63, 73,
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althongh be had Flavia Domitilla for his wifi, who also was a
relation of the Emperor's,.  The charge of atheism was brought
against them both, on which charge many others also had
been condemned, going after the manners and customs of the
Jews; und some of them were put to death, and others had
their gooids confiscated ; but Domitills was only banished to
Pandatereia,” an fsland opposite the Gulf of Uaeta, halfway
between Ponz and Ischia, now known by the name of Sta
Marii.  Leamed cntics are agreed thay the atheism and adop-
tion of Jewish manners, lere wned against Flavius Clemens
and his wife, were. in reality nothing else than 4 profession of
Chnstianity, the charge of atheism never having been brooght
specifically pgainst the Jews® Both Christian and Pagan
writers alike testify to the persecution which Domitian insti-
mted against Christians: towards the end of his life ; and we
cannot anderstand the motives which have Ted some modemn
writers to eall it in question,  However, we are not at present
concerned with this-fact.  We only care to insist upon the
Christianity of this branch of the imperial family, and the
martyrilom of the cousul, facts whose importance will soon be
recognised.  Had it been handed down in any Acts of the
Muartyrs that, immediately after the death of the apostles, Chns-
tianity was within an ace of mounting the imperial throne,
that & cousin and nicce of the Emperor not only professed the
new religion, but also suffered exile, and even death itself, on its
acrotint, we can imagine with what veliemence the pious legenid
wonld have been laughed to scom by many modem critics ;
but the testmony of Iho Cassius, to which we may adid per-
haps that of Suetonius ulso, 5 received with greater respectt
There was yet 4 thind lady of the same noble family, bearing S Damitilla.
the same name of Flavia Domitills, who was s granddanghter
{om the mothers sile) of Titus Flavius Sabinus, and conse
«quently a nicce of the cousil.  She, too, suffered. banishment,
like her aunt, and for the =ame camse—prolession of the

* Mestvale, vil 381, + Tle arpubes the el = srnlempiirime lwrtie!”
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Christian faith. It is in speaking of this lady that Eusebius
has that striking passage to which we have already referred,
and which testifies so clearly to the marvellons spread of the
Christian religion, even before the expiration of the first
century. He has just had occasion to mention the latter
part of Domitian's reign, and he'says: “The teaching of our
faith hisd by this time shone so far anil wide, that even Pagan
Wistorians did not refuse to msert in their namatives some
aceount of the persecution and the martyrdoms that were
suifered in it Some, too, have marked the fime accumtely,
mentioning, amongst many others, in the ffteenth year of
Domitian, (A, 97,) Flavia Domitilly, the danghrer of a
sister of Flavigs Clemens, one of the Roman consuls of thase
days, who, for her testimony for Christ, was punished by
exile to the island of Fonia"™ The same wnter, in his
# Chronicon,” * gives the naime of one of the authors to whom
he refers, and that name is Bruttius. 1t is worth remembering,
for we shall meet @t again in the cemetery of the very same
St Domitilla whose exile he bad recorded, He waz a friend
of the younger Pliny, and the grandfather of Crispina, wife of
the Emperor Commodus.

It is genemlly supposed that there is another s8ll more
ancient wotice, by a Pagan wrtér, of the conversion to
Chnstismity of 2 Roman ady of rank;, which onght not,
therefore. to be-altogether omitted ; we 'mean that by Tacitus,
of Pomponia Gredng, the wife of Tautivs, whe consuered
Britain wnder Clanding,  We read ity in the year 38, this
lady was accused of having embraced the rites of *a foreign
superstition ;" tiat the matter was teferred o the, judgient
ol her husband, in the presence of 4 number of her relitions,
who pronounced her innocent ; that she lived afierwants to
o great age, Lot *in continudl sadness ;™ oo one, however,
interfered with herin this matter any more, and in the end

* 5r Hiceoomyme Interp. Chrone Eaw, Pamph,, Ao, 98, Opem, tome vie,
ju Bos, el Migme
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it was considersd the glory of her chamcter® It must be
confessed that the languige v which this history is recorded
is not 50 precise as what we have reald from Dio about the
Flavii, neither has the hiswory itself so intimate a connexion
with the Caticomba: nevertheless it has its point of contact
with them, and the ordinary interpretation of the * foregn
superstition,” as having been intended for Christianity, has
lately seceived considerable confinmation from an inscription
found in the Catacomb of St Callixtus, showing that a person
of the sume name and family was certainly a Christian in the
next generation, and buried in that cemetery,

These glimpses at the social condition of the first Roman The IJp-ullth:n!
Christians, slight and imperfect ns they are, are valuable ; and E:' 1u1r:nl;r .
when we come to study the first period in the history of the Hats.
Catacombs, they will be found to furnish some very interesting
examples of “wmdesigned coincidences™ A still more im-
portant subject; however, and one on which it s happily
el miare easy to throw suffiient light, is the palitical or
religions- position of Christians in the eye of the law, and
cansequently their freedom with reference to the mites and
psages of Lurial,

It i certain that, at first, the Imperiil Government looked They were re-
upan the Christians as only a sect of the Jews. Gallio, the 5 ;}I,I:'
proconsul of Achaia, drove both Paul and his accusers from Jowr
his tribunal, refising to adjudicate upon * yuestions of & word
and of names; and of your law."+ Clandius Lysias wrote lo
Felin, procurator of Judea, saying that Paul had been gecused
before him * concemiig questions of the Jewish law "% and
Festus explained to Agnppa that the climoirs of the Jews
againet the Apostle were- about " certain questions of their
own superstition, and of one Jesus, deceased, whom Paul
afiirmed to be alive.”§  The very terms in which Suctonius ||

* ' Mox in glorim vt — Al afll §2 t+ Avts avbl paary,
o e msiid = § Ih xav: 2
il P Dl Chisdo ™ —Suf o (e, Kxv.,
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mentions the expolsion of the Jews from Kome under Claudins,
amd which we know isclodied the Christiang Aquils and
Priscill* while they indicate a disturbance raised by the
Jews against the faith, show at the soe time thet, i the eyes
of Romans, both the Jews and the Christians were regarded
as belonging to one and the same religion.  Indeed it is pot
easy to sie how the Romins could take any other view of
the matter, since it wns notorious thar the Christians worship-
ped the God of Moses and the Prophets, and claimed) that
their veligion was the fulfilment of all the promises, types,
and, figores of Jwlaism, and thus enjoyed the protection
afforded to Judaism.

Now Judaism, both in it national customs and iis iiatinctive
ruligious rites, “even in Rome itsell)” was expressly recognised
and protected by the Roman laws from the days of Julius
Casar ;¥ and though under Tiberiun, 3 and (a5 we have just
seen) under Clauding, the Jews were banished from the city,
yet this was merely a tempomry sospension of the deeree of
the same etnpizror, which permitbed ** the Jews, who are in all
the world under us, to keep their ancient customs without
being hindered so to do.”§ This is proved by the fiet of
St Puul. a few vears afterwands, finding at Rowe very many
Jews, and being allowed to assemble them at his lodgings,
and preach to them without prohibivion. || From mscrip.
tions. oo Jewish Coatmcombs, and from’ incidental CXPressions
in Suectoniis, it i evident that this protection extenied to
hath elasses of proselytes.  As long, therefore, as the Christian
Church continued 1o be confounded with the Jewish religion,
the Chrstians would enjy the [otection of the law Loth
in their sssemblies aml in the bural of their dexd. They wern
akin & the Jewish religion, as Terullinn save® “anil tivey

* At wrinl, 2, * Joscphe Anl. sive 1o, & : T svili 3, 5,
£ lhwin s, & 1 Acts zxwnn TT=30

9 Noww o it Joibijon reljpionks prosdupus, suls omibaclo W s
e, oot certl fieme"— Fawtinld) o Nafhwars, 1. 14
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under the shadow of that most femous religion, about whose
Tawfulness there was-no question,”

The lews, hiwever, vigoronuly denounced their supposed Chh‘fﬂhﬂr&
corelmonists, and became, in: Rome, as glsewhere, the first E, :hmm.
vause of the persecution of the Church.®  ‘Thenceforward. it ) AR
lsecame necessary that the Roman Government should either
legally recognive the Christian religion ar @ #v the Jewish,
or ¢lse proscribe ikt The burning of Rome by Nero, and his First peniecn
false aecusations ond unjust punishment of the Christians, Hen.
decided between these allernatives. * This,” says Sulpicivs
Severus, speaking: probably with exack historical aceurey,

* was the beginning of cruelties againse Christians: afterwards,

the religion was forbidden - even by express laws, and decrees

were published  declanng it to be illegal to be a Cliristian."3

It ddocs oot appear, bowever; that there was any further open
pessecution of Christians for a period of thiny years afier
Nera,  Domitian, as we have seen, renewed it, bamshing Domition,
anil putting to death’ even members of his-own family.  The

same Emperor alio persecuted the Jews mul their proselytes

for matters connectel] with the fkeal regolitions. §  Routh Jews

andd  Christians; however, were protecied by his successor,
Nerm|| 5o that Lactantiis, or whoever' eliae may haye Léen Neev.
the authar of the work “ Ik Mordibus Persaubaram,” even gocs

80 fiur as to say (¢ 3) that the Church was then restored 1o her
Former condition of iberty, This, however, nusst not Be dnter-
preted too: strictly, for the statutes which created the distipe-

ton Letween theampiety or * atheism ™ of the Christians, and

the “religion™ of the Juws aml proselytes, had never been
repealed ; anid their operation, though for awhile suspentled,
could be revived at any time, as o fxct it was on the death of

Nervee  Pliny's famous letter to Trajan distimetly says that Pling's leieer
b Trmaiiy Ads
* Merivale, v opo gy, nide i e 3600 Musiiachl Chrigg., bona. i i vil 5 T4
+ t*As woon a the Chrptumme sstabilished their inlepombuncs of: Jadaiom,
ihey fell sinder the ban of an B pelipion— WMersmel, vik 582
T Rl Ses. Hle AT 1 Suston in Dvamil xii.
| Tertull &polig. 5.
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the Christians worshipped. Chost as God; and the Emperor's
reply leaves no doubt @ 1o the stite of the law, for while he
counsels Pliny not 1o originate active messures agamst them,
nor o seck for them, yet hetells him that if they were denounced,
and Lrought before the tribunal, the laws required that they
should be punished, unless they consented to renonnce their
faith.  Now fivet ezse vos | * was the cruel but plain leter of the
Romian law against the very existence of the Christidng, and their
only means of escape were to be found in the hindranes put
n the way of accusers by benevolent and tolerant princes.

And even this did not always prove a sufficient protection,
when the malevolence of individuals insisted on pressing the
execution of the law. ‘Thus, when the Senator Apollonius,
m the reign of Commodus, was accused of Christianity, the
informer was condemned to be froken on the wheel; but
Apallonius was required to defend himself before the Senate,
and suffered martyrdom by decapitation, % as there wds a law
of long standing with them, that those who had been once Jed
1o trial, and would by no means change their porpose, should
not be dismissed" T From the vime of Nero, then, the sword
was dlwiys suspended over the Church.  *Somietimes it
descended, and the disciples, always insectire, were made
to suffer ; for, whenever the jealonsy of the Stare was awakened,
no-special edicr was required to drg them before the altar of
Jupiter, aml iovite them: o sprinkle it with incense, and con-
ceive A vow 1o the genius of the Emperor” 4 which, il they
refused, they were at once liable to capital punishment 3
traitors and rebels 1t is no part of our present parpose to
pursue the history of the Churcl's fortunes through all s
vicissittudes during the first three centuries. 1t i4 enough to
have given this general outline, and to have pointed out the
principle on which they dependel. How this affected the
origin and development of the Rowan Caacombs will appear
more cleardy inthe sequel;

* Termull Apolog o4+ Bushi Il e v 21, Marivale, i gg1.



CHAPTER IIL
'ROMAN LAWS AND CUSTONMS AFFECTING  BURIAL

T does not follow, from the refusal of the Foman law ro Chifeian se-
s g pulclipes pro-
protéct, or even to tolerate Christianity, that the sepul- {04 by wurth-
chres of those who professed it would be Interfered with, /37 Jiws of
Neither the correspotidence of Pliny and Trajan; nor any other
cotemporary 'document of the firg two ceninties, can be
alleged in proof ol any difficilty attending Christian burial, ot
any necessity for concealment  In fact it required a specinl
decree against the Christian cemeteries, such as we first meet
with in An. 203, to exciude them from the protection ex-
tended by law over all buralplaces No classical scholar
need be reminded of the sacred character which attached to
such places among the civilided peoples of antiguity. In
Athens it entered into the prelimmary examination of men
chosen to 6l the highest offices of the State; whether they had
been negligent in the care of their father's sepulchre® In iﬂ:ﬂfﬁ;:ﬁ.
Rome, land which had been once used for purposes of barial
was protected by special privileges of the law, It did not,
indeed, ipso fircts become saer, for this could only be effeeted
by all the ceremonies of a ritual congecration ; but it became,
in the technical language of the time, refigrosns o f and one of
the chiefl consequences of this seligious charactey, which henee
forth attached to it, was its exemption fraom many of the laws
which regulated the tenure or transfer of property, It could
* Xen, Mo iL 2§14

+ “ Hebyposum foown unpspmisme sm wohmtate facy, dom mortimm
fufiert im b, s, — Afidreane, Simar L 86, § 4.
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ot becoine the lawfol property of o man by swaapi, 0F pre-
seription =* and 0 was inalicnable, Delonging exclusively sl
for ever to the families of those who had been buried inic
In times of war, and during any prolonged period of civil
disturbance, those rights were probably not always strctly
observed § but the law, at least, remained always the same,
Henee the dfrequent recurrence on ancient Ronman  mon-
ments.of these letters, or something equivalent to them—
HMHEX.TNS, (Hac monumentum Aerides ¢x ferfamento
e saguatyr ;) in other words, * This tomb and all that belongs
o it is sacred : henceforth it can neither be bought nor sold ;
it does not descend Lo my heirs with the rest of my property ;
Dt must ever remain inviolate for the purpose to which 1 have
destined it, viz,, as a place of sepulture for myself and my
fansily,” or certain specified members ouly of the fumily  or,
in some fare instances, othets also, not of the same fEmily,
Thus, without any desire on his part, the Christian, by the
mere fact of burying his dead; put his sepulchre unider the pro-
tection of the Roman laws, sl though he himsell might be an
outlaw, vet his burial-place was secure from disturbance, and
under the guardianship of the Ponsifices, who from time to time
mspected Lhe tombs, anid without whoss permission no sefiogs
alteration could be made., +

Chrigiz s “The Roman Government also permitted the hodies of those

E’:u‘ﬂ,“.l‘.‘;‘,l' of who hadl forfened their lives to the law to be deliversid up far

Pl burial to suy who asked for them, 3 Diocletian and Masintin
distinctly confirmed, by a new edicr, this merciful provision :

* Cie D Legitius, ii 24,

+ Fie Hoos) [Smwdferins, 1865, P 5o, ga] shows that this permbsdon wis
only necesssry & fir o the portion of the sepalclire above ground was
concerned, and that there was o mguler system of fezs which remored sl
sificalties. 1o facl, s insignificant were these, that the Cliristian Empernr
Clamitars poufirmel (he Papail Pemtifices In ihis suthority. over Rimmap
sepmichees

3 ' Corpars antmadvesorom guebusliber pricndidus i el iurin Uanda
ik "t wlvill 2y, = This law (lestretes the focy of * Joseply of
Arimaibes going in vo Filate wind begiing the Budy of Jrsus™
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and it was unly under very special chicumstances, says Ulpian,
that this permission wes over refuseld.  OF course, we know
frdm ecclesinstical Mstory that some of the (Thristian martyrs
were procisely among the few who ‘were: escepted; and the
reason of the exception i expressty memtioned, viz, that the
fnithinl who survived mght not have the consolition they so
highly prized, of preserving and honouring the sacred relies
Still there is nit trace in the first two centuries of such prohibi-
tios 2 andi as-a matter of (act some cof the most ancient
Catacombs bad their origin from this very circumstance, that a
pisus Chrstian, genetally 2 Roman matron of noble mnk,
buried the remains of some famous martyr on - her own pro-
perty.

The extent to which the private. burmbplaces of Roman Site of Roman
Christians coutd e made available for the necessities of theit piymel for.
brethten in the faith, will appear more elearly if we consider Chrstisn
that not only wis the sepulehre itsell myvested with a sacred
characrer, bur the Roman law included n its protection also
the arnr in which the monmwent stool, the &ypesen, ar suli-
temanean chamber, which nol infrequently was formed bencath
i, sl perhaps even the buildings, gardens, and other pos
sessions attached to it Letters inseribed upon most of the
supiilchml momuments: which ling the public roads leading
into Rome tell us how many feet of frontage, and how many
fieet backwards fhto the field, belonged to the manumient.

IN “FR * P [s0many] ; IN “AG - P. [s0 many] i fe frowes,
Pedes — ¢ In agrey s —. From: these inseriptions. it aj
pears. thar quite & modemtesized aras for & Roman sepulchre
might have extended 125 Roman feet, more or less, each
way. The classical exumple m Homee® gives us 1000 feet
by seoc  Somenmes of course it was very much less. g, 16
feet wuare; 39 feel by €5, 8¢ Sometimes also it was very Anclens plan
much lirger | for instance, 1800 feet by goo is the measure fm:" Sichred
ment given un g marhle slab, once n part of the monument
* ) Hal vk 12



TFlan of Ca-
combs shows
the mode and
Tuminw of 1he
Sycavatini

48 Roman Laws and Customs affecting Burial.

itself, which was dog up many years ago on the Via Labicana,
and gven to the museum ar Urbine,  On this slab, not only
are the usual measurements of frontage and depth carefully
recordied, but also the private or public roads which crossed
the properny, the gardens and vineyards of which it consisted,
the swampy lind on which grew nothing hut reeds; (it is called
Hartnidinetion,) and the ditch by which, on one side at Jeast,
it was bonmdeild,  Unfortunately the slab s not perfeet, so that
we cinnot tell the exact measurements of the whole.  Enough,
however, remains to show that the property. altogether was not
less thuntwelve Roman fugera,or nearly 350,000 siuare feet; and
other inscriptions are extant, specifying an amount of property
alinost equal to this, as belonging to a single monument (e,
Huic monuments ccilund agri puri pugers daom).*  The necessity
for so large an assignment of property o a single wmb was
ot so mich the vastness of the mausolenm to be erected, as
because cemain funeral rites were to be celebrated there year by
year, sactifices. to be offered, feasts to be given, &c; and for
these purposes semicircular recesses (evadre) were provided, with
sofis, and all things necessary for the convenience ol putsts.
A house also {custodia) was often added, in which the person
lived who lpoked after the inonument, and provided e Tedqui-
sites for the annual’ festivals, and for his support the ganlens,
vincyards, &¢., were set apart as & perpetual endowment.

The Camcombs themselves not anly illsstmate these remarks,
by showing the eire that was taken lisst the sublerranean exea.
sations should transgress the limits assigmed above ground to
the araa of the sepulchre ; but also show how a comparatively
small arva might be-made available for the Durial of o great
number of bodies, The exypt of St Lucina, for example, which
now forms part of the Catacomb of St Callixtus, sand in which
Bt Comelius was buried n the middie of the thinl century,
was ofiginally confined within an srea the dimensions of which
can be exactly determined-—too feet dn fronts, 180 im e

* Laimber, Dieripe. o coendy, 1,



Roman Laws and Customs affecting Burial. 49

and: there was 3 huilding of some kind above it, which in the
beginming of the fourth century, (prior to the conversion of
Constantine;) if not at & moch earlier period, was-certainly in
the possession of the Christians.  Now in this erypt M. de
Rossi has counted wpwands of 700 A, and consitdlers that,
allowing for galleries destroyed, ol others not yer thoroughiy
explored, zece wollidl be & yvery modemte figure at which 't
estinate the timibier of persons buried within this ares, which
iorms -a- very, small and by oo means crowded part of the
cometery of St Callixtus,

Hitherto we have considered the facilittes afforded by the Fuseral cons
Roman luws relating to private mausoleums, under cover of E’::'“h“ A
which individnal Christians, possessing property, might, by .
observing the requisite formalities; secure to themselves am|
to their poorer brethren an inalienable resting-place for their
deadi  But though the charity of ‘the more wealtly Clinstians
was in the early ages proverbial, and we may be sure that they
todle hied to the Tnrial of thie poor, and even ol the slaves;
whose bodies were laild side by side with thelr masters in the
Christian cemeteries,® yer; as, from gpostolie exuoople;, we
find that the Chureh, in its corpusate capacity, provided for
the maintenance of those Christians who were unable (0 main-
tain themselves,t it is wonh while to inquire whether there
were any provisiond under the Roman laws wherehy a society
of men might hold a place of burial in the nate and for the
use of the members of that society. Now, a multitude of tes
timenies lave come down to us of the exstence, both m
republican and fmperial Rome, of j number of avigile, as they
were called, —corpomtions, confraternities, guilds or clubs, as
we should rather cail them,—whose members were associated
with a view to the due performmmee of the foerakbrites,  To-

* o Apad mos e panparos o1 divites, servos of diomimo intert ullilL"
— Liwctnar, Fie Juid v 14, 15
Aol ae 45 o370 vionz o Tim v 16
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seoptions, which are still extant, testify o mearly eighty of
these allgre, each consisting of the members of a different
trade or profession, There are the musons and carpenters,
soldiers and sailors, bakers and cooks, corn-merchants and
wine-metchants, hunters and fishermen, goldsmiths and black-
siiths, dealers in drugs and carders of wool, boatmen und
divers, dloctors and bankers, scribes and musiCIans; in A
word, it would be hard to say what trade or employment had
ot its collegiums. Nor was this the only bond of fellowship
wpon which such confiatermties were bulr.  Sometimes (gene:
rally, indeed) the members were united in the waorship of
some deity, They were cultores fovis, or Herewlis, or Apolisnis
o Diame. Sometimes they merely took the title of some
deceased benefactor whose memory they desired to honour,
g cuitores statiaran o dipeprum. L. Abelli Dextri; and
sometimes the only bond of union appears to have heen
service in the same house or familv.®* A Jong und curious
Description o INSCTption, belonging to & wligius which consisted mainly
Hml;ﬂn- of slaves, amd was erected “in honour of Diana and An-
vinous, @l for the burial of Ohé dead in the year ADO 133,
reveals s number of most interesting particilars as to its inter-
nal organisation, which it will not be altogether heside our
puipase (o repeat. A cermuin fixed sum was to be paid on
entmnce, with a keg of good wine besides, and then so much
a month afterwards, For every momber who had regularly
paidl up his contribution, so much was 1o be allowed for his
funersl, 4 certain proportion of which was to be distributed
amongst those who assistel. I & member died at a distance
of more than twenty miles from Rome, three of the confrater-
nity were to be sunt to feteli the body, and so much wWas te be

* (ine enlfepines was * ooweichnenm gud e ohade vl pelind”  Cam
this vagme and smliguns phraselygy Tave b adopteal by somig eon-
gregation of Chislians for the purpose of concealment?  Seo Fudleting,
V864, B N raliceium gad exf fardome Sergdan Patelin, remibnile m of Y ihe
Chranch whibide bs fotbeir bowse,” | Koo vl g0 I aba wonthy of notice
that the ancienl priviloges of (hese dalligin wore gonfirmed by an ediwy of
Seprimive Severms abom AT, 200
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allowed them for travelling expenses.  If the master of the
slave would not give up the body, the deceased member was
nevertheless o receive all the funerabsites. He was ta be
buried in effigy. I any of the members) being a slave,
receiveld his freedom, he owed the wligrum an ampiora of
good wme. The newly-elected president (magister) must
inaugumte his accession to office by giving & supper to all
the members. Six times a year the members dine together
s honour of Diana, Aninous; and the patron of the clegum
and the allowance of bread and wine on these occasions was
specificd,—so much to every mess of four. No complaints or
disputed questions might be mooted at these festivals, " to the
end that oor fedsts may bie merry and glad”  Finally, who-
ever wished w enter this confrmtemity, was mequested to
study all the rules before: he entered; that he might not
grumble afterwands, or leave a dispute as a legacy to his
heir,

[ connection with these aligre, it is to be remarked that, Cluistians
thovgl the ordiary sssemblies of the Christitns were f0r- [y sy of
bidden by the edicts of Trjan against clubs (bterdir), xs':!:;'“ o i
appears from Pliny's letter, yet an exception was expressly socesio
made in fovour of associations which consisted of ** poorer
membiers of society, who met tagether every month to make 2
small contribution towards the expenses of their funemls," 4
To unlerstand how Christinns might shelter their funeral-
rites undbr this exception, we have only to recall the words in
which "Fertullinn describes to a heathen ruler the habits of
Chinistians at the end of the second centry: ~ Every one
makes n small contribition, en @ crtadn day in the mouth, or
when he chooses, provided he i3 anly willing and able ; for no
one is compelled, all is voluntary, The amount is, 6= it were,

a common fund of plety; since it is expended, not in feasting

® o) Ao par be Ut de Champapny, tom il Appenl 500
t o Peemittbtnr tenuboritos ififom wrenifriaer conferre, dum tanun semed
) menie coeant” —Ehped. xhvi 23, 1

i
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or in drinking, or In indecent excesses, but in feeding and
Burying the poer," &c.®

and even of  This subject has lately received still further mportant illos-

EI"‘" Pﬂdhﬂﬂm ‘trations from 3 Pagan will, which had once been engraved in

with funeral:  marble ona Roman sepulchre in Langres; was copied thence
by some disciple of the school of Alcoin in the eighth or ninth
century ;-anid now two pages of his copy have been discovered
in the binding of a MS, of the wnth century in the library at
Hasle.  This curious docunient beging by ordenng the com-
pletion: of the: afe memarie which the testator had already
commenced. It wasto be finished in exact aeconlance with
the plan he should leave behind him; in it were 1o be set up
two statues of himself of a certain size—the one in bronze, the
other in marble—and in front of it, an altar of the finest Carmam
marble, in which his bones should e lid.  Provision was to
be made for the easy apening and shotting of this el -
couches and benches also were 1o be provided for those days
on which it was to Le opened, and even garments for the
guests.d  Orchards and other property were assigned for the
maintenance of the sepulchre, which was Teft in charge of two
freedmen, who are vamed, and centain fines imposed i the
heirs if they should allow this duty to be neglected,  Finally,
all the testator’s freedmen were to make a yearly contribution

" " Mollican: aimqubigiie fpem waatrie e, vel qam velit, o W)
wdi vebit, et wl mndo possit, apposit ;- - Nasinde oo epifis |
sl egenls alewdle Anaesdinge,” Ko— Firt, Ao, 30.

+ This reminds 06 of the sty of e man b the iapel whin
sl eoel @ weerikding-garment™  In the legal inventoryof the ool s which wepe
confiseated unther Diocletian in Chda, *in the lyise where the Uliria tans od
i e, hrevinkes two chalices of gold, mud six of allver, and &y eriwts, mml
sevin caallestichs, 2ll of the same meatal, small bezom candlesticks gnd Fiket o
withi their chainy, there weee found also eighty-two garments fot Wemen, wix
teen foriman, (ke paims of men's shoes, Pty -sevits ol weimei's, Bee — iy
Hurgir: Coetly st Opeett Opesg, el Doy 168, “Nor ba hin the iy
featmze ' thin feseriptinon whivehy ithe reatber 'will be semindiad of tha
agypery of Chistlen ve-denits, which, bufore ihey had degreneraied g e
wehes of exves iml seporaition so feelingly deylorad comtemmned Ty
the Fribers of the ffth cenigry, were held st the Ll of the wiartyes a0
pilieee il thie faigliful
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out of which a least was to be provided on & certain day, and
duly cansumed by them on the spot.
The constitation of the wilgrum, of which we have already
aaid =0 much, gives o long erds aemirim, or list of days-on
which convivinl entertainments were to be celebrated ; and in
this orde there are such entries as the following ——oili fdus ik “?.ﬂﬂ v
Mirrtiar walali Catseoni patriz oo . xiis & Sgpr. natadi - Cesennt
Sitoirmi fratris . . . xix Jan: watali Cwesenni Rfi patrons
municigs, Fven the anniversary of the dedication, or ﬁm{iﬁdm
opening of the moniment itsell, seems sometimes (o have been
celebinated : Natalic momwmenti v, Jd, Maizs was lately found
of @ pagan insenption. The eyewitnesses of St Ignatiug
martyrdom testify to the Christan practice of observing the
natalitie of the martyrs, for they make known * the duy and
the time, that heing assembled together at the season of his
martyrdom, we may communicate with the combatant and
ncble martyr of Christ ;"* and it must be abvious to il what
an admimble. cover for this and other pious practices of
Christinnity was provided by the existence of such institutions
as we hove deseribed.  That they were actually so useil by instance of
Christiins seems almost certain when we compare with the iicaolhif .
foregoing inscriptions the following Christian monument, dis-
covered recently in the mins of Ciesarea, one of the Roman
towns in Africs =——

AREAN AT [AD] SEPVLOHEA CVLTOR VERBL CONTVLIT
ET CELLAM STRVEIT VIS CYRCTIE SYMIPTILVG
FCCLESLE SANCTE HANC MELIGVIT MEMORIAM
SALVETE FRATRES PWRO CORDE ET SINPLIC]
EVELDIVE YOR SATOS HANCTO SreliTY
it MRiA FEATEVE OYRC AEETITVIT TEEVLVAL Ma. 1. SEVEKIAXT ¥V
EX IS0 . ABTEHLs

i fadphin, & worshippes of the Wanl, las griven this srar for scpnlchres,

* Mary 5. Ipgnat., 9, A 107
t Ex fegmin Aaterd desoles that Asioriue wis the poct who campeiser]
ihivephaph. | CL Termil. Apod, = 3%
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mml has bkl o cells entirely at his own cods.  He leR this maimoris 1o the
Haly Chutch, Hall, hrethiron ! Enetpins with p pure and simple hean
salutes you, bom of the Holy Spheit,”

The identity of the expressions aulor verdi, arcam, cllam,
mempriam, with the corresponding terms used by the collgia,
can hardly be the result of accident, It is true that this in-

‘seription, as we now have it, is not the omiginal stone; it is

expressly adided at the foot of the tablet, thar Fadesia fritrum ™
has restored this fifw/us, at a period subsequent to the perse-
cution, during which the original had Leen destroved; but both
the sense and the words forbid as 10 suppose that any change
had been made in the language of the epitaph, to which we
cannat assign a date later than the middle of the third cen-
tury. It may have been destroyed either in the persecution
of Ab. 257 or of 304

From ull that we have said, then, it appears certain that
in the carliest ages there wis no specnl interference with
Christians in their burial of the dead, and therefore ng special
necessity for secresy and concealment.  In fact, the assemblies
of the Christians would be less Lable to interruption’ ag the
buildings erected over the buriabpiaces than anywhere ' ¢lse. .
And it seems that the fact of these assembilies being frequently
held there was the cause of the invasion of the sanctity of
Christian graves by popular violence and express legal enact-
ments.  ‘The fist historical notice of such an Invasion which
has come down to us, belongs to Africa In the year A.n. 203,
We aré then told by Tertullian, that at Carthage there was a
popular outcry raised o areis sowlturarum sostraram, and 3
demand for their destructiont These, however, were not
suliterranean. cemeteries, and probably differcd externally n
lintle or nothing from the burialplaces of the heathen which
surrpunded them ;- still they were known 1o Lelimy to the
Christions as their exclusive property,  The first generl edicy

* This very termy unknown 1o theology, sviim of Lesings ailopted for
sake of eonesslin=nitand iis similarity to sulfeginem voerrictorin Ke.
T Avem now st 1™ — Tartwll. ad Scapalam, <. 3,
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by which the Roman Catacombs were affected was published
by the Emperor Valerian, a n. 257, and was pimed mther u
their use as pluces of worship, or at least of secrét nssembly,
than as mere places of burial,  After this, they enter expressly
into most, il not ail, of the imperial edicts concermng the
Christians, 80 that the reluticns belween the Roman laws and
the Christian cemeteries will henceforwand be most conve.
niently considered in our direct chronological account of the
Catarombs themselves
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CHADTER: TV.

WEGIRFING OF THE CATACOMBES

‘Roman bugial= T 7T has been shown that there was wothing, cither in the

s, cxtra-
B

social ar religions posttion of the first Chnstians in Rome
to interfere with) their freedom of action in the mode of dis-
posing of thelr dead. The law left them entire liberty, and
there were not wanting to them either the means or the will
to discharge this doty in the most becoming way. There was
indeedd one limit set to their liberty, viz., a8 to the choice of
place ; but this attached to all Roman sepulehres alike,* and
wiks ot peculiar to the Christians, It was stricily forbidden
by the ancient laws to bury within the walls of the city ; and,
excepting in one or two instances where the pressure of per-
secution forced them for a while to wmosual secrecy, the
Christians. seem never 1o have disregarded this prohilition.
The law was really restricted in its'application to the old walls
of Servius Tuliius ; bat with the exception of the burial of Ssints
Johin and Paulin their own house on the Crelian, and the bodies
secretly buried by St Pudentiana, we do not find any trace
of a Christian ceimetery within the circuit of the walls of
Aurelian and Honorius.  Beyond these limits they were free
to consult their own convenicnce, laws; or tastes, in this
matter; snd being a mixed company of Greeks, Romins, and
Jows, they had the examples of varions nations from which
to choose. Among the Greeks, the corpse-was either burfed
ar bumt; both practices appear to have been always. tsed

* Exei the fow prrivileged families who had o legal ﬂﬂiﬂ. of Livial wit

li
the walls dbl not avall themselves of i —Cw, ot Lo ii. 1
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0 a greater or less extent a1 different periods  In Rome,

the urdinary custom, at least from the liter times of the
Republic, was not to Lury, but to bum, the bodies of the dead,

and o enclose the ashes inanum:  The om was then placed

in a recess in the family sepulchre, which, from its containing Pigan v
a tumlier of these little niches, like so many pigeon-holes, was e b,
called & cvlumbarinm or dbve-cot. This, however geneml, and

latterly almost universal, was not the primitive custon.®
Warriors, lying at full length in their armotir, have been found

in Etruscan tombs; and ontside the andent Porta Capenn

{though within the present walls ‘of Romii) may stll be seen

the sepulchre of the Scipios, with it full-sized sarcophagi,

showing that that great family followed the ancient practice.

Fabretti gives another example, which he saw fonr miles our of

Raome, on the Via Flaminia, on which foal are sl the sepul

chres of the Nusones, described by Bartoli,  These latter, and

-some others that might be named, resemble the plan which was
adopted by the Christians more closely than do the tomlbis

of the Scipios, imasmuch as they have chaimbers cut in the

infe, with honzontal niches for bodies ;: whereas: the tomba of

the Scipios are both kvegilar in fonn, a5 thoogh the place

had been o deserted quarry, and have no graves cut in the

wall, but only recesses for sarcophagi, which are: halFbaried,

a5 it were, in the living rockit  The principal marks wiich
distinguish these Pagan sepulehres from the Chinstian ceme- iﬂhu'l.’hmmm
teries are—their comparanively small gize ; their exclusiveness comuiorien
in cottaining only the remaing of a single family, as contrasted

with the allembracing catholicity of 1\he Christian cemetery |

and that the S’ of the Pigan sepulchre were often left open,

because it was thetr custonm to close the chamber for ever when

it had onee received] its destined secupants, while the Christian

Joculi were always hermetioally sealed, since the chambers in

which they were situated were frequently visited by the faithiul.

= Mim Hisn Nas v 55,
+ Ciperealt Wanlo Vissontl, Loja, Mila
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These particulars, however, are not of the essence of this mode
of burial ; and the examples referred to are abindantly saffi-
clent for the purpose for which they have been alleged, viz.,
to show that the practice of burying in sepulchres hewn ot
of the rock was not altogether unknown even to the Pagans
of Rome. To the Jews it had always been familiar, and
mimerous exunples are 1 be found in every part of the worlil]
wherever they have settled themselves and the nature of the
sail permitted it—in Palestme, i Southern Tuly,* and in Rome
tsell  One was discovered not long since an the opposite
side of the Via Appia from the Church of St Sebastian, and
somewhat pearer o Kome, m the Vigoa Bandmiini.  Here
the galleries resemble those of the Christian cemetenies very
closely, except that they are nat quite so regular.  The v
are closed with stone and ternvcotta, like those in the Cam
enmbs ;: but the lowest range ate sunk beneath the floor, and
the stone closing these leans against the wall in a slanting,
instead of an upnght position. “There ant na aicwln, properly
so calliad,, but kometimes an opening leads to a small recess
where two or thret graves are sunk behingd the ordinay. renfe
of feerdi, ' The inscrptions are 1 Greek, with, unmistakealile
Jewish expressions and symbols, amongst which the seven-
brnched candlestick holids the first place.  From the variety
of names, wnd the ahsence of the usual exclusive occupation
of the tombs by one family-which characterises most Jewish
scpulchres of o similar kind, it has béen conjectured that here
the Jews mther imitated than setan example to the Christians
Bosio,} however, describes a Jewish Catacomb which he saw
on Monte Verde, outside the Porta Tortese, which was for miore
ancient, anil seems eertainly to have been of an carlier date than
the Chnstian cemetery of San Ponziano on the same hill,.  How-
ever, it/ not worth while to discuss tomutely the chromology

* See Murray's Flamdhook for Southern Tialy, 364
+ Uimitero degll Andichi Ehel, S, pee 1% Garrveel, Rodwa, 1862
2 Doy, Froms, Soih 142
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of the specimens of Jewish Catacombs 1o be seen in Rome, We
need only refir to the language of the prophets when speaking
of places of burial in the Olil Testament,* or quote the instance
of the Father of the Faithiul himseif, whose only possession in
the land of promise was “the Gelid wherein was the double
cave, which Abmham bought for 3 possession of a burying-
place.” + It s, of course, still wore to the purpose o name
the new sepulchre hewn out in a rock in which Joseph of
Arimathea laid the Body of our Lord—an example which was
not likely to be withour effect on His earliest disciples.

A modern writer, indecd; has ventured to say of the first
Christians in Rome, that as they continued to dwell in the
midst of their unconverted countrymen, so they continued alsa
their ordinary usages of dailysoctal life; in particular, * that
they bamt their dead after the Roman fashion, gatheredd their t"hmlhnsit:ll
sshes into the sepilchres of their patrons. and insenibed over f,.,,,mj‘ e
them the customary deilication to the Ziesme Spories” § The dail
only suthority given for this statement is " the frequent occur-
renee of the letters D, M. on the totbs of the esrly Christians,”
which is certainly quite madequate to supporr the weight of so
new and startling a theory,  We do nut for 3 motoent diubit
that wherever these letters were used, they were intended to
standl Tor Die Manibus, and nov (as Boldett, Fabrett, wod
othiers have tried to maintain) for Do Afavimo,  Hub it 12 one
of the discoveries for which we are indebied to the skill and
diligenee of De Rossi, in atempring a chronological arrange-
ment of the Christian inscriptions of Rome, that we are uble
to fix the date of the Christian epiitaphs on which these letters
have been found—ani| they are extremely rare,§ not frequent—
to the end of the third century, by which time they may per-
haps have been almost accounted & characteristic of mortuary
inseriptions, and so have been used thonghtlessly, without any

* fsaias xu ol fr Gen. aaliic 17-20 1 Meriwale, v, 244
§ *r U v, padtiin oscitanting ;mmnt nliix de caukis, Cliristianis
ailhibitnm epdmphiis fkso stz comas,™ ays De Rossu—Sae S,

L. 551
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alvertence to their real meaning,® eg., they are losind, in one
instange; coupled with the sacred monogrem itself, I M, £ 5.
Or the tombstone may have been Dought with the letters
already inseribed ; the surviving relatives who put it up may
‘have been ill-instructed’in the faith ; or many other explanations
might be given, any one of which secms to us more easily admis-
sihle than thit suppested by My Merivale.  For whilst, on tha
etichand, it is not pretended that samangthe innumerablecingrary
urns of the Roman avimbaria,t a single specimen has yet been
found with Chrstian emblems  or inscriptions, we have very
distinet testimony, on the other hand, that the Chestians con
demmed the destruction of dead bodies by fire, and insisted on
réstaring them to the earth, whence they came.d

W conclude, then, that there was nothing simnpge or un
matural in the mode of burial adopted by the early Christians
of Rome; aithough the spint of Christinnity soon made itsell
felt in the characteristics which distinguish its cemeteries from
the sepulchres both of Jews and of Pagans, just as the Chrstan
Church jseli prew up, men knew not how, in the midst of

* They only came Dito nse smong the heathen themuelves nider Uie
fird Canars,

+ MrMesivals, indeml, in another place, refers lo the bmetiptlond in the
cifuimbaria of Claudiis, recenily discovered, 24 comulning several of thie
wme s as verar i the slumtions of St Paul to his follow countrvmen
i Rotne, mod b condilers that one ot Jesst, Sentls Kevats bespeaks a
Christian baptiom.  Thewhole of vhe inscription toferead 1o stunds thie —

Somtre Keaabe
W vl AL L T e
Sevitinr Frltcrarmrar
£t Ameadilis Fifle
Dmiiravima,
We da pof g of moy Chefation imedption in which the tiile saadi®s o
assumed by the survivor; i m, of course, often given 1o the decdased,
The Imtanees of blentiy of wane are atly seven or eight il of 250, and
secnil (o prove nothing ot that such nammes were nol eneodmes fn Rame.
— S e Sepolery Komnami dol Sorole o g, S, da Groo Pietey Ciins
ek, pd, e, Raveq, 1832,
1 Execramiur rogos of damnmin ignium  sepultueme- - Afiaee B
Ofar, o i 450, ol 1838 Vieteruoy of melioruon conmetudinem hmusnidi
feeepuentamun — Il o x g08
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Judaism and Paganismy claimed as its own all thar was good
anil true in the religions around it, and, at the same time,
preserved dntact its own identity as a Tholy nation,” the
kingdom of God which shall stand for” ever. Bur in the
beginning of the Chostian Citacombsd there was absolutely
nothing extrapndiniry or réquiring explanation : the Rithiil
dich bur use their liberty in the way that suited them: best,
burying their dead acéording to s fshion to whith many of
them had been long aceustomed, and which enabiled them at

the smne time to follow in death the example of Him who was:

also their model in Tife.  Accordingly, they bigan cemeteries
here and there on different siles of the city, as oceasion
required and  opportanity  served; not at all’ foreseeing the
gnormmous  proportions which their work would  ultimately
altzin, nor the manifold gses it woull] serve. Tt s oquile pos-
sible that some of these cemetenes may always have repmined
tlie Burialplace of single familics, as i pont of fact Christim
sublermnean sepulehnds litve feally been found In the neigh-
ponrhood of Rome, consisting each of a single chamber only.
_iOthers again, begun with the same intent, mny have been
afterwards indefinitely enlarged, and particular portions’ only
appropriated to private wee by means of inscriptions, such as

First caia-
oonile, small
and privibe

that recently discoversd m the Catagomb of St Nicomedes, Fxnmphs

In'the garden of thie Villa Patrizi, just outside the Porta Pin ;*

MONVMENTVM - VALERI - M
ERCVRI < EY « JVLITTES - JVLIAN
1- ET - QVINTILIES - VERECVNDES
LIHERTIS- LIBERTABVSQUE- POSTE
RISQUE « EORVM - AT - RELIGIONE
M- PERTINENTES - MEA - 3 - HOC A
MVLIVS - IN - CIRCVITVM - CIRUA -
MONVMENTVM - AT . LONGI

PEK - PEDES - BINOS QU PERTIN
ET - AT - IPSVM - MONVMENT .

® It f stated in his Acls that bie wis batled in the ganlen 'of Faws,
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or this other, which may yet be seen in 8 most ancient part of
the: Catacomb of Sts Nereus-and ‘Achilles, at no great distance
from' the sepulchre of those saints

A »  ANTONT
V5 - RESTATY
£ - FECIT -'YPO
GEY - SIBl - ET «
VIS FIDENTI
BVS- IN-DOMINO.

Both of these moniments e very ancient.  Neither of
them seems to have contempiliated the existence of penal liws,
proscribing the free exercise of the Christian: religion, or inter-
Ferina with the privacy and sacrédness of their graves.  They
merely announce with simplicity and candour, as an inscription
on-a pagan monument might have done, for whose benefit
that place of burial hod been provided. Each desires to
inchide those only who belong to his own religion, and it is
attempted to secure the fulfilment of this desire, in the one
case by limiting the use of the dypapenm to those relatives
“who believe in the Lord," in the sther, by declaring that the
monument 15 for the nse only of those of my dependents ¥ who
Beelonys o miy religion”  No précédent can by foind: Ior sich
a phrase as this saiid the tens of thousands of pagan epitaphs
which are still extant 1t is doubtful whether it would have
canveyed any meaning at all to & pagan mind § it could have
Lieen used by a Jew or a Christian, but by no one elee; and
even o Uhnstian could not have wsed it in public when once
his religron tad been condemned and declared unlawiul by the
slate, It might have been used, therefore, before pessecution
was begun by Nero, or, again, between his death and the
aecession of Domitian, or unider Nerva, anid in-the earlier part
of the reign of Trajan, and it is very possible that to one of
these perids this inscription teally belongs.

sertw the ooty walfe®  The author quoted by, Willkam of Malmesbory also
pluces his romb very near 1hils gate of the city,



BOOK 11

HISTORY OF THE CATACOMEBS.

CHAPTER L
THE GATACOMES TS THL FIRST AGES,

E now emer upon a most mteresting portion of our jﬁﬁ:ﬂj}tﬁ“c
subject; on which, however, little reliable information of the Citar

could ‘e obtained until the archaological genius of De Rossi “™
snoceeded in reducing to onder the fmgments of teadition
seattered through the writings of antiquity, so laboriously
collected by Nosit and others, and verifying these by the
menuments found in the Catacombs themselves By these
tweans we have at length the outlines at Jeast of a chrono-
logical histary of Ko Seffernnra, which we may hope that
future discoveries will correct and enlarge.  Our readers will
not expect us 1o produce the restimony of colemporineous;
or nearly cotemporancous authors, for the history of the
Catacombs during the fist ages.  So terrible wan the teath
and last persecution under Divcletian, that hardly any of the
ancient reconls of the Roman Chureh escaped destruction,
We have already esumensted the principal docoments from
which the early history of that Church is to be recoustructed ;

el wll that ean now b done is bricfiy to colicet the miorm:-
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tion we derive from those sources. anid then to examing the
Catacombs themselves for whatever confirmation of it they
may be able to give,

It has been smd or implied that the history of the(Cata-
combs probably ddates frot the burdal of the first Roman
Christinn. Are there, then, to be found in any of the exist-
ing Uatacombs traces of apostolical aptiquity® Dé Rossi
ruplies :—* Preciscly In those cemetenes to which: history or
tmmilition assigng apostolic origin, 1 see, in the light of the
most searching archmelogical eriticism, the cradle of Christian
art and of Christian inscriptions; there T find memorials of
persons who appear to belong to the times of the Flavii and
of Trajan; and fnally, 1 discover precise dates of those
tmee™ This 15 a bold statement, and we purpose in the
preseént chapter to bring together some at lesst of the proofs
upon which it s based,

Tapalerypton  Among the cemeteries ascribed by tradition 1o apostolic

the Yatiean, . . .
times, the crypts of the Vatican would have the first claim on
pur attention, had they not been almost destroyed by, the
foundations: of the vast basilica which guards the tomb of
St Pewer. We' cannot, however, pass them: by oltogether,
especially ns the most ancient notice of them that we have
confirms in some degree what has been said g5 to the perfect
lilierty of the first Christians in the burial even of their mintyrs
The Lifer Pontifcaly states that Anacletus, the successor of
Clement in the Apostolic See, “fdd anid adorned the sepnl:
chral monument (ronstrmss memoriam) of blessed Peter; since
lie had been opdained priese by St Peter, and other hurial-
places where the bishops might be laid" It is added that he
himself was butied there ; and the same-js reconded of Lings
arl Cletos, and of Fvaristus, Sixtus’]., Telesphorus, Hyginus,
Pius 1., Eleutherias, and Yictor the last of whom was buried
aab. 2oq:; and, alter St Victor, no other: Pontifi is recorided to

RS LIRL
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have been burjed at the Vatican until St Leo the Great was
laid in St Peter's, oo 461, The idea conveyed by the words
comstruxft memoriawe is that of 8 mopument above grournd
accarding to the usunl Roman custom ; and we have seen that
such a monument, even though it covered the tombs of Chns-
tian bishops: would not be likely to be disturbed at any time
during the first or second centyry. For the reason we huave
alteady  stated. it is impossible to confront these ancient
notices with any existing monuments. Tt is worth mentioning,
however, that De Rossi belleves thar the sepulchre of 5t
Linug was- (iscovered in this very place early in the seven-
teenth century, bearing simply the name of LINUS*

From ‘St Peter's on the Valican the mind passes naturally St Panl's on
to the resting-place of the apostle of the Gentiles on the other :':i:m Giie
gide of the river and of Rome. Bur here, too, the hull has
been cut away to mike room for the Basilica of St Paul avirias
muros . and hence the greater part of the Catacomb of St
Lucina, or of St Commodills, as it is sometimes called in
ancienl récords, has beesn destroyed, amd what galleries yet
remain are so choked with earth and nins of various kinds
g5 to- be almost impassable.  Nevertheless, it must not be for
gottent that Bolletn read within this Catacomb  the most
ancient inscription with & consular date that has come down
to usf It was scratched on the mortar of one of the Jacwd,
and the consulute of Swra of Seéwevs maorks the year AD.
1e7. A second was also founl jin the same place, in marble,
recording the pames of Pisa o Bplans, consuls: b 110,
The same  explorér discovered here also yet 'a thind mscrip-

* Hullcttime, 1804, p 35

+ There b, indeesl, 3 more anchent dated Chelstian Inkeription of the
thind year: of Vespaainn, ta, an 725 bur, noioronately, it s no bonger
pesalbile 1o mcertnin ts what cemetery this nseription beloaged, 1t mue
e remombercd that o very gnall pruportion of the fnscriptions have the
tate of the year upon them. . The day of the month was mifficent to mark
e auniversary | the panfeuldr year wi reganded g8 of less bopont-
anes;

k]
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tion, which e Rossi comsiders one of the most ancient in
Rome :—

LIORAMITIONS

EHIG, QVILY

XIT , ANN . XVIII

MESIXI. PN

HYNC, LOCYS

THANALY M

ORDIVE HEL

VE-AMITYR

KARESSIMVS

KARE DALE

WAL A resting-place. fur Time Flavius Eutydhiug, who Jived nipeteon

yearsy eloven months, three days,  Hie dimrest friend, Marcoe Ohjiss,
gave this spot,  Farewell, befuved

The place where it was found, and certain symbols rudely
carved at the bottom (apparently intended to represent loaves
and fishes), show this inscription to be Christian ; while the
style, the -ancient nomenclatore differing from the wsunl Chiris-
tian epitaphs, and the prenomen, 1. Flaving, point to the
age of the Flavian emperors, £.e, the ond of the fst century.
1t can hardiy be & mere accident that these rare i cotems
poraneous: (lates should have been discovered in the same
place, and precisely in ‘the cemetery where léss than fory
years befors hait been deposited the body of the apestle: Paul;
They may be taken as certain proofd that o Catscomb wis
begun here not long after his martyrdon.

& Priseiliwon b be cemetery of St Priscilla, on the Vin Salerin Nova, s-smitd

aYis to have been dug in the propeny of the family of Pudens, con-
verted Ly the apostles ; and o particuldr ehapel in it known,
from. the Lingunge of its inscriptions, as the Cirppalin Grece, is
supposed 1o have been the burial-place of St Padentiana, St
Praxedes, and other members of the mmily. The classical
“}-I;g of the frescoes, the scenes i‘l:].liclhi i most of them
differing widely from the usual wellknown subjects which in
after-timed repeat | themselves so froquently. when | Chieistign
ﬁmlmﬁﬂn hadd assunied & midre fixed and sigreotypd chitrae
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ter 3 the beautiful amaments in stiucco, like those in the baths
of Titusia special family of inseriptions waced in vermilion
on the tiles, and unlike later Christian epigraphs in their
language (being sometimes bare names, sometimes the apos-
tolic saluration PAX TECVM, very often the symbol of the
anchot) ; the dassic forms of the chamcters of the inseriptions
on markile ; the pame T1T0 FLAVIO FELICISSIMO ; the
construction of the principal crypt, which is not excavated in
the fwfie, but regulary built, and, without any dvades in the
walls, was evidently intended for the reception of sarcophagi ;
—all these varjations from: the uniformity of Chrstian subiter,
rtean cemeteries; such as we find them in the third century,
point to a date anterior to.any such systematic armngement,
andd confirm in a remarkable manner the high antiguity assigned
to this cemetery by tradition,

In certiin acts of Pope Libetius mention i mode of the {‘:T:::;{::
cemitery of (strianus a8 being “not far fom the cemetery pons leird
of Novells, which was on:the third mile of the: Via Salwria”
When Panvinios compiled his camlogie of the cometenies,® he
set dawn this as having been the oldest of all, “ becanse it was
ing use when St Peter preached the faith to the Romums®
Basio, however, and alll other antiquarans have failed inany
attemipl to identify it; whilst De Rossi's more scientific mode
of procedure seems to hove been more successful,  He ols
servied that the Abbiot John, in the papyrus M54 av Monza,
in which he gives a list of oils fram the lumps before the cele
brated shrines of Home which he visited, after * the oil of St
Agnis anil many others™ dn the Via Nomentana and before
“ihe oil of St Vitalis, St Alesander, and others on the Via
Salaria,” mentions “ oil from the chair where Peter the apostle
wis first enthroned | prins 2adif)," as though this were situated
samewhere between the roads that have been nomed,  In like
manner, in the index of the cemeteries in the Liber Mirabiiam,
between that of St Agnes and that of St Priscills, that is, be-

. t Sex iage 23
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tween the szme two roads, s placed the cemetery of the font of
St Poter { fomtis S, Petri—in other copies Ad Nymphas S, Petri),
near the basifica of St Emerentiana.  Now, this situation ex-
actly corresponds with that of the cemetery upon which Tather
Matchi bestowed all his labours, and which has therelore hie
come so fimiliar to a1l Roman visitors undey the name of the
Catacomb of 5t Agnes; but the galleries and chambers which
are at present accessible there do not bear marks of greater
antiquity than the third century.  Bosio, however, tells us that
he went down by a square hole (which is at present unichis-
covered), and found & crypt, also unknown to us, evidently of
an historieal chamcter; from the frequency of the fwmimarsa
and the beauty of the omamentation. Near one of these
light-holes, which he found still open, “without the light of 3
candle,” he writes, * one sees a large niche like a tnlune, with
leaves in stuccoowork, and within the niche are-seen some red
Jetters, which, being almost all obliterated, are illegible, but
some fesw which remam are beautifully formed ; under that
miche must anciently have been the altar, the place being
sufficiently spacious” *  De Rossi obseryves that it is now well
sscertained that the ancient custom was to place in the tnbung,
not the altar, it the pontifical chair; and this passage from
Hosio seems to him to read like an account of the crypt
where was formerdy venerated on the 18th of Janvary, * the
chair in which Peter was first: enthroned "—sedes ubi' privs
sedit—andl which wis also known in the martyrologies of Ado
and Bede as the Carmelersion af Nvaphar ubi Petrue baptisidat
The extreme antiquity of some cemetery in' this neighbour
hood is still farther confirmed by the inscriptions which have
been found bere; their classical and laconic style, form, and
nomenclature; all betoken a most ancient date. In nearly a
hindred instances the names are of Clawdii, Flavii, Tlpii,
Aurelii, anid others of the same class ; once the rdeceased is
<tited to have been the freedwoman (ferta) of Lucius Clo-

* Bnma Sob: 43% 4+ See Note C in Appenitly,
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dins Crescens ; often nothing whatever is added to the names,
or only the relitionship between the deceased and the person
setting up the tablet, with perhaps the epithet of afitction,
duleissimo ot duldsiime, 1o fact, these epitaphs vary so little
from the old classical type, thar had they not been seen’ by
Marini and other competent witnesses in their original posi-
tion, and some of them been marked with the Christian sym-
bol of the anchor, we might have hesitated whether they onght
not mther 1o be classeil among pagan monuments.

The Centetery of 5t Domitills, or of her chamberlains, Saints St Domitllla
Neoreus and Achilles; on the Via Ardeatina, claims to be of the Lllr i
same age, and its claim deserves a more: detailed examination,
as it is connected with what has been already mentioned as
one of the most remarkable facts in the annals of the carly
Church, the profession of the Chnstian faith by some of the
Imperial family. For this Domitilla was the same of whom
we have spoken in a former chapter as having been Danished®
to the island of Ponza. St Jeromet tells us that in his days
this island was frequented by pious Chrstian pilgrices, *who
delighted to visit with devotion the cells in which Flavia
Domitilla had suffered a life-long martyrdom,”  Whether she
really shed her blood at the last for the faith is uncertam, the
acts of Saints Nereus and Achilles being of doubtinl authen-
ticity. They state, however, that she and two of her female
companions were buried in a sarcophagns at Terracina, but
that her chamberlains suffered death by the sword, and were
buried in a cemetery about s mile and a bhali out of Kome, on
the Via Ardeating, in a Bom belonging to their mistress.  The
farm, now known by the name of Tor Marancia, iy situated
just at this distance from Rome, and on' the road named ; and
inscriptions which have been found there show eleardy that it
ance belonged to this very person, Flavia Domitills.  One of
them gives the measurements of a sepulchral area of 35 feet
in frant and 4o into the field, whether for a pagun or a Chris-

* Sve page 0. + Ep aul Fuutoch, 86,
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tian monument we cannot say; bot wtoall events the gronnd
had been granted do dnclidpeintil Flavie Donittitle, neptis Ves-
pusiani ; another i8 ex bengfide of the same, and the others
algo are equally wnequiveral  Moreover, within the cemetery
which underlies this farm; or at least in ats immediate neigh-
bourhaod, two or threée other inscriptions have been found
of a Bruttin Crspina and others of the Gens Bruttia, from
which we may infer that there was some sort of connexion
bétween the two famillés, and that this was the resson
which induced Brutting the historian to make special men-
tion of the exile of Domitilla in his nurmtive of the public
events of hisday.® Although, therefore; no historienl monus
mcnts have been found within the cemétery dtsell, which
like those in the cemetery of St Callixtus, declare its iden-
tity beyond all power of reclamation, yet nobody now
tloults’ bt that at Tor Morancid we haye cermainly recovere]
that cemetery which, in ancient times, was sometimes called
by the name of St Domitilla, and sometines of Saints Nereus
and Achilles.

One of the chapels, in the second story, at the lef-hand
side after you have descended 2 very handsome flight ol
steps [rom the open:air, is: pointed out as the probable scene
of the burid! of the two saints. This, however, dioes ot
now concern us; A recent discovery on the outer surfce
of the hill, and at no great distance: from this: part of the
cemetery, clums all our attention.  De Rossi unhesttatingly
introduces it 1o us as o monument of some memler or
special friend of the Flavian family, who lived and died in
the days of Domitian, It is cerwinly one of the moat
ancient and remarkable Christian monuments yet discoversd,
Its position, close o the highway; its front of fine hrick-
work, with a comice of term-cotta, with the wsual space
for mn dinseniption (which Has now, alas] perdshed); the
spaciousness of its gallery, with only four or five sepamie

* See page 30
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niches prepared for as many sarcophagi ; the fing stucco on
the wall ; the eminently classical chamiter of its decorations ;
all these things make it perfectly clear that it wis the moni
mient of & Chrstian family of distinction, excavated at ) great
cost, and without the slightest attempt st conceniment. . On
each side of the entrance there was a small chamber; the one
&n the right {¢) was probably for the sohafe, as 3t was called, or
place of meeting for those of the gens or relipiv, whose duty it
was-to mesemble here on the anniversaries, 0 o hunour do the
deceased 3 tharon the left () bens evident tokens of baving

Fio. g—Raraooe b ssid suscmnl Chatian Spmichee al Tor Miprassia

been a place. of residence, probably for the guanlian of the
monument, just as we find attached to so many pagan monii-
ments of the same periol

After descending two steps from the portico, the pathway
stopes gradually for a short distance, leaving, as we have
‘sdid, only a few recesses, capable of receiving each a large
sarcophagus, all of which however have long since been re-
moved. One of these recessss was ‘enlarged at o subsetquent
period, und & tomb in the fornm of an arwadlinmt maile in
it; and the whole Aypegenm was ultmately wnited by suldi-
tional gallenes to the adjacent catscomb,  Defore this was
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done, however, the vestibule had been filled with sarcophig)
of vanous sizes; of which nomerous fragments may still be
seen lying about ; we find them also (of term-cotta) buried
undemeath the ground ; and the date even of the last of these
seems not to come below the middle of the second cenwry.

Wiias ioe —Vuiwdinr o vl wnnil anviond fard o Cemarfyey 08 S0 Daaad il

In passing from the vestibule into the catacomb, we recognise
the tansition from the use of the swrcophugus to that of the
common fvsfes - for the first two or three graves on either
siile, though really mere shelves i the wall, are so disznised
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by painting on the outside as to present 10 passers-ly the
complete outward appeamabee of @ sarcophagus, Some few
of these graves are marked with the mames of the dead,
wrtten in Dlack on the Jangest tiles—just like those which we
have seen in the most andent part of the Catacomb of 5t
Priscilla: and the inscriptions on the other graves are all of
the simplest and oldest form. Lastly, the whole of the vaulted

Fao 31, —Fragmgnd of Dauicd in the Liomi® flon, freoe meef angirnd Furt sl
Cemciiry of & et ifiia,

roof it coversd with the mest exquisitely graceful designs, of
branches of the vine (with binds and winged genii among them)
trailing with all the freedom of nature over the whule walls,
not fearing any intermuption by graves. nor confimed by any of
those lines of geometrical symmetry which charscterise similar
productions in the next century. Traces alvor of landseapes
may be scen here and there, which are of rare occurrence
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anywhere in the Catacombs, though another specimen may
hie seen: im the chamber assigned by De Rosst to S5 Nerous

and Achilles.  The Good Shepherd. an Agape, or the hei

venly feast, a mun fishing, and Daniel in the long' den,® arg
the chicf historical or allegorical representations of Chnstian
mysterics which were painted here.  Unfortonately they bave
been almost destroyed by persons attempting 1o demeh them
from the wall; a process which, while it effectually ruined
them for those who should come after. can never have yieliled
anything hut 2 handfil of mortar and | hroken fufe 1o the
plunderers themselves,  Woulldl that we could have. seen this
chamber or vestibule in its origival condition! Perhaps
we should lave foumd. as Te Rossi conjectures, that it was
the very mamoria OF Flavius Clemens himself, the martyred
consul, whose remaing were afterwards tamslated o the
Basilica of 51 Clement within: the walls,  Av sny mte we nre
fuite sure that we have been here Lrought face 1o face with
one of the edrliest spechmens of Christinn subterranean buriad
in Rome.

We have tow visitéd the principal Catacombs for which o
claim is made to apostolic antiquity ; amd it will be well for
us to take o bref review of the resubs that may be gathered
from oor visith  They may be stated thos -—

The local traditions of ancient Christian Rome have come

«lown to s, panly embodied inthe Acts of the Martyrs; partly

in the stories: that were told to foreigners visiting the eity in
the seventh and eighth centures, and by them committed 10
writing it itinesaries; panly in the “ Books of Indulgences” and
in the * Hook of the Wonders of Rome," compiled bath for the
Lée of ﬁlﬂ.ﬂgﬂiﬂﬂd of cltizens |.u.|.'ﬂ}' alss, but more ’.'lﬂriﬂgl}’,
i the seattered notices of o few medizval writers. Trom o
diligent comparison of all these vanous authorities, it |5

* The fagment which remalns of this plature, sl which given on

the preceding page, smill & it is, diaplays a.mioch higher il s eeeputinn
than gy other regresedatlon of the e mliot har we i s
thiroughont e Cataomln
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gathered that some five or six of the subterranean cemeteries
of Rome were believed to have had their origin in apostolic
times; and mevery one of these instances; so far as we have an
apportunity of examining them, something peculiar has been
_cither noted by our predecessors, or seen by ourselves, which
gives countenance to the tradition, When these peculiarities
are brought together, they are found to be n perfect harmony,
not anly with one snother, but also with what we should have
been led 1o expect from a eareful consideration of the period
to which they are supposed 1o belong.  “The peculiarities are
such a8 these—paintings in the most classicul style, and
scarcely inferior in execution 1o the lest specimens of cotem-
pomry pagan art: oosystem of omamentation in fine stiucea
such as has not yet leen found i any Christian subterranean
work later than the second century; erypts of consirlerilile
{limensions. not hewn out of the bure rock, but carefilly, and
even clegantly, bullt ‘with pilasters and cornices of bricks or
termecottd ; no narrow galleries with shelflike gmves thickly
pierced in their walls, but spacious ombiniiens, with painted
walls, and recesses provided only for the reception of surco
phagi ; whole families of inscriptions, with classical names, and
without any distinctly Christian forms of speech ; amdl lastly,
sctual dates of the first or second. cemury, 1t is impossible
that such a marvellous wniformity of phenomena, collceted
with most patient accuracy from diffierent and distant cene-
rerice’ on all sides of the city, and from authors writing at so
many different periods, should be the result of accident or of
preconceived opinion. There never was any opinion. precon-
ceivedd on the subject; or mther, the apinion that was in
general vogue @ few years ago was iametrically opposed to
this. But the opinion which has now been enunciated by De
Rossi, and is' gaining universal acceptance among those who
have an opportunity of examining the monumemts for them-
selves; has been the Tesult of varefnl oliservation ; it 1s the fruil
of the phepomgna, not their cause.  Whereas then former
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writers have always taken it for granted that the first heginnings
of ‘Koma Sotterranée st have been poor aod mean and insig-
nificant, and that any appesmnce of suliterrancan works on a
large scale, or richly dicomted, mnst necessarily belong o a
lazer and more peaceful age, it is now certain that ts state-
ment cannol be reconciled with the monuments and facts
that modern discovery has brought to light. All who have
any koowledge of the history of the fine arts are agreed
that the decorations of the miny remarkable crypts lately
discovered are much more ancient than those which form
this great bulk of the paintings in the eatacombs with which
we were fannliar before; and which have been always justly
regarded as the work of the third century. Nor can any
thoughtful and impartial judge fail to recogmise m the social
and political condition of the first Roman Christinns, and in
the lows and usages of Roman burial, an adequate cause for
all that is this thrown back on the first and second centuries.
On the subject of Christian art we shall have to speak more
fully hereafter, and the architectural analysis which we propose
to give of a purt of the cemetery of St Callixtus will furnish
B convenient oceasion for distinguishing the  varous features
which characterise the work of successive periods in the
eonstrmction of subtermanean Rome,

Our, present chapier will be fitingly concluded by some
sccount of snother cemetery, wlich, though we have no
authentic reCon] of the precise date of its commencement,
was. certsinly in use in the middle or before the end of the
second century; that is 1o say, &t was made whilst vet there
had been no legal interference, and (so fir as we know) no
outbreak of popular violence sgamst the liberty of Christian
burials. We have a nght, therefore; to look for some, at
lenst, of the same characterdstics which we have alredily seen
in the first and most ancient of the cemeteres, nor will this
expicctation he disappainted.

T Catacomb to which we refer is-that.of St Pretextatus, on
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the Via Appia, nearly opposite to the Catacomb of St Callixtiss, St Pratesta.

It has only lately been recovered. An accidental opening ',f;'l:‘gl'_'h'v“
into it was effected in 1848, and as & painting of St Sixtus
(identified by the legend SVSTVS) was found on ane of the
sepulchres, it was conjectuted that this must be the cemetery
of that muartyr. In 1850 another crypt in it was Lrought to
light, ornamented with some of the oldest and most clissical
paintings that had yet been seen; and in 185z, De Rossi
rewd o paper to the Fowtifice Awmdemia Jf Avehedlppra,
wlich he argued, solely on topographical grounds—ie, on
arguments derived from the position of the cemetery, as com-
pared with other cemeteries, and with the descriptions given
in the old itineraries—that this must certainly have been 2
part of the cemetery anciently known by the naome of St
Prictextatus, and which was famous as the scene of St Sixtus's
martyrdow, and as the place of burial of St Jamurus, the
eldest of the seven sons of 5t Felivitas, who laid down thiir
lives for Christ on July to, A, 162 also of St Felicissimus
andd Agapitus, deacons of St Sixtus, and many others, At the
same time, he insisted upon identifying the rins of two
buildings, the one rotnd, the other rectangular, which still
yemain in the vineyard above ground, as having once been
the dasilice dedicated 1o Saints Tiburtius, Valerian, and
Masimus, companions of the martyrdom of St Cegilia, and to
St Zeno,  Later discoveries completely established the truth
of his reasoning. In 1857 the labourers employed n the
Catacombs came here to seek for stones, tiles, or other mate-
finks for repmirs which were being executed in St Callixtus’
and in the conrse of their quest they opencd & way to the niins
of & very large and beautiful erypt.  As soon as De Rossi had
sermmbled through the opening, he looked dhout for the usual
arcosolimm ;. bt of this there was po sign.  Nevertheless, it
wis ¢liear that the absence of this-onlinary feature of a chapel
in the Catacomlbs in no way detracted from its valoe, nor
indicated that this wis a chamber without a history,  On the
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contrary, furthier and more careful examination revealed the fict
that this crypl was not hewn otit of the living rock, but that,
though' undergroand, it had been all bullt with solid masonry,
and that its three sides had been orginally intended only for
three sarcophagi. Tt had once Been lined throughout with
Greek marhle, and-its internal e (towards the cemetery)
was A piece of excellent yellow brickwork, omamented with
pilasters of the same material in red, and comices of term-
cottie The workmanship pointe elearly to an early date, and
specinens of pagan architecture in the same neighbourhood
enable us ro fix the middle of the later haif of the second
centiry (A0, 1735) 25 & very probable date for its erection,
The Acts of the Saints explain to us why it was. bailt: with
brcks,-and nor hewn ont of the rock—yviz, because the Chris
tlan who made it (St Marmenia) had éaused it to Le excavated
mmediately below her pwn house : and now that we see i,
we understand the precise meaning of the words used by the
itinerariés deseribing it—viz, a4 luge square cavern, most
fitmly boilt ™ {{ugeer antrim guaidratum, o firstissanee fobriaz).
The vault of the chapel is most elaborately. painted, in a style
Ly no mesns inferior to the best classical productions of the
age. It is divided into four banids of wreaths, one of roses,
anmber of com-sheaves, o thind of vine-leaves and grapes (and
A all these, birdsare Introduced visiting: their young in nests),
anil the last or highest, of leaves of Iaurel ar the bay-ree,  Of
course these represent severally the seasoms of spring, sunnmer,
autum and winter,  The: last 35 awell-known figure or symbal
uf death ; and probably the laurel, as'the token of victory, was
intended 1o represent the new and Chrstian ideén of the ever
lasting reward of o blessed ymmornality.  Delow these bands is
anuther border, mote indistinet, in which reapers are gathering
in thecom; and at the back of the arch is a ruml scene, of
which the cenml figure is the Good Shepherd carrying a
alieep upan lis ghoulders This; however, has been Uestroyed
by graves pierced through the wall amd the rock behind it
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from that eager desire, of which we shall have occasion 1o

speik clsewhere, to bury the dead of a later CENETRION Ay Tear

a5 possible. to the tombs of the martyrs, As De Rossi pro- St Janianns,
ceeded to examine these graves in detail, he conld hardly C it v

Wit Padicting o Vawls of we Avissiioe e ooy of At Sraianin=

believe hin eyes when he readd around the edge of ome af them
these words and fragments of words —. . mi Rifrizert Sanniring
Agrbipies Feliclssim wprfyres—* Januarius, Agapetus, Felicis
simus, martyrs, refresh the soui of . . " The words had Leen
seratched upott the mortar whilst yet it was fresh, fifteen conturies
ago, us the prayer of some bereaved relative for the soul of him
whom he was buryimg here, and now they revealed to the
antiquarian of the ninetecuth century thie secret he was In
quest of—viz, the place of bural of the saints whose afd is
here invoked: for the numerous cxamples to be seen o
athir cometeries warmnt us m concluding that the biddies of
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the saints, to whose intercession the soul of the deceased is
here recommended, were at the time of his butial lying at vo
great distance, and the reader will have observed that they are
thiree of the very martyrs whose relies once rendered famous
the cemetery of St Pretextatus.  De Rossi, therefore, really
peeded no further evidence in corroboration of the topo-
graphical outline which he had sketched five years before 10
the Roman archaologists ; yet further evildence was in store
for him, though it did not come to light until six years later,
when the commission of Sacred Archmology were persuaded to
take this cemetery as the special scene of their labours.  Then,
amid the soil which encumbered the entrmce to this crypt,
three or four fragments were discovered of a lange marble slab,
marked by a fow letters of most certain Damasine form, but of
unusual size, More fragments ® have heen discovered since, so
that we are able to say with certainty thut the whole inserip-
tion once stood thus:—

SIMOMARTYR

I P F

TARIO™ #

The exicavations of the commission revealed the ébstence
of anothier ciypr on'the opposite side’ of the pallery, which is
stll older than that of St Joonans; so) that, whereas the
mattyrdom of 5t Januanus belongs to the year Ao 162, De

* Dnly those jetteri, o parts of fetiom, which are iy darker tints, have

boen fovmed ¢ had interfithon exocuted with sach mathemntical precision
14 these, they are spkte ‘wnnertagly Lo enalde i 10 restoie the whigle.
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Rossi does not fear 1o designate this second crypt as the pro-
bable buridlplace of St Quirinus, somewhere about A, 130.
We have no detailed account s yet of its contents or even its
principal chamcteristics ; nor has it been possible, for want of
filnds, to - continug the work of excavation in this cemetery,
Most hearsily do we repeat the wisl, so modestly expressed by
De Rossi,* that some generous souls conld be found who
wanilid do for the advancement of Chnstian archwology in
Rome what 20 many —and some of our own counlry, as: the
Ihuchess of Devonshire—have ilone there at various times in
the interests of Pagan antiquiry, viz, place funds at the dis-
posal of the proper authorities to ¢nable them to resume their
suspended labours both here and elsewhere, and to begin them
'de moww 1 those many other places which our present improved
knowledge, both of books and of the locality, enable us 1o
point out as promising 3 plentiful harvest.

There is. yer another catacomb belonging to the second StAleande’s,
century which descrves to be mentioned, though the particular m*
pottion of it which was of that date has undergone 50 much
alteration since that time as to be no longer eapable of recog-
pitien. It is recorded in the Liber Pontificalis that St Alex-
ander, Bishop of Rome, who suffered martyrdom an. (32, was
buried on the Via Nomentana, where he was leheaded, not
Gir from the seventh niilestone: and there, accordingly, an
antient Christian cemetery was discovered some twelve or
fourteen years since; snd amid its ruins. # potion of an
epitaph, or rather of an inscription set up in honour of 5t
Alexander, in very ancient times, in 4 basilica which was then
built over his grave, and has lstely been restored.  In the
wmall subtersanean galleries round this basifica, many of the
foculi have remained undisturbed to the present day i bue
these scarcely belong to the oldest part of the cemetery.
Moreover,; this whole cemetery lay beyond the limit we have
assignied 1o the Roman Catacombs proper : and therefore we

= fiwiletezme, VRES, v
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do nob at present care o examine it We only mention it at
all ‘as an additonal instance of the trustworthiness of the
ancient documents whose guidance we have been following:
We have seen how, in six several instanices, an examination of
the acwmal condition of 4 Catacomb. most singulaly confirms
what the language of these ol authorities taught us.  There
yet remam two or three others which are attributed by the
same writers to the aposiolic, o immediately post-ipostolic

times, but o5 these have not yet been identified, there is no
oceasion 1o enumerate them,

FEVSTINIAN
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CHAPTER IL

HISTORY OF . THE CATACOMBS FROM THE HEGINNIRG OF THE
THIEL CEXTURY TO CONSTANTINES EDICT OF VFEACE,
A 3L

R 7 E have now hirought our history of the Catacombs down Publie Chsis-
to the period when, as we said before, they Grst :;‘;‘m
come under the express notice of the Roman law. "The
popular violence against the Christian burial-grounds in Afiiea,
at the beginning of the third century,® reveals the fact of the
Christians there possessing 8 common bunalplace ; and it is
impossible to suppose thit so great a Church as that of Rome
should not also by this time have possessed some common
cemetery.  The memeria of St Peter must have been known to
be the common bural-place of his suceessors ; and, in fact,
Camus, @ priest of this same period, disputing with & heretic,
Prochis, says, * | canshow the fraphies of the Apostles. For
if you go to the Vatican, or 1o the Via Ostiensis, you will ol
the frophics of those who have laid the foundation of this
Church™+ [t is 4 remarkzble coincidence that the date-of
Tertullian’s mention of the popular outbreak sguinst the
African Christian cemeteries, A0, 202, should synchionise 0
exactly with the death of St Victor, the last Pope who was
uried in the public memerdz on the Vatican,  Victor's suc- Cemetery of
cessor, Zephyrinus, a5 we are informed by the author of the f:ﬁ;ﬁ""
Philogophumens, * intrusted Callixtus with the government of
the clergy, and set him over fhe cometery.” | These words
naturally excite onr curiesity, and require comment,  What

* Sow fiape 34, # Faneby, Hiat, Eeil 1025 I Phllsoph ix g1,
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was. fhe cemetery of Rome? . Rome had already many ceini-
tenes on all sides—of St Priscilla on the Via Salaria, of St
Lucina on the Via Ostiensis; of 5t Pretextstos on the Via
Appity of 5t Domitilla oo the Via Ardearira, and several
others. What was the distinction Letween them 2 and what
was there so special and singular about any that it shoold
have been put under the charge of one of the highest eccle
siastical puchorities after the Tope, the same 24 was entrusted
also with “ the government of the clergy"?  We shall have no
ehifficulty in solving these questions, if we call to mind whar
was stid in a former chapter * ahout the Durialconfmtemitios
m Rome, and the soleinn renewal, or at lesst renewed punlali-
cation of their rights and privileges, precisely at this time, by
Septimius Severus.  Let us set side by side with this fact the
wirdds-off Tertullian, also written about the sune time, in which
be describes the Christlan society as it might have appeared,
and 25 be wished to make it appear, 1o their heathen neigh-
bours and mlers. 4 There preside over us," he says, * certain
approved elders, who have attained that honour, not by pur-
chase, but by the good testimony of others. . . . Al i there
be any kind of treasury (orae) among s, i is mare up, not of
fees paid by these presidents or others on theirnppointment,
s i religion were bought and sold among us, but each rsrson
contnibutes a small sum once a month, or whenever he likes,
und & he fikes,and has the means. . . . All these contribu-
tions are, as it were, plous deposits - for they are spent, not on
feasting, but on feeding the hungry, on burying the poor, on
orphans, ld men: confined to their hogses, and shipwrecked
persons, and if any sre condemned to the mines, or exiled, ar
in prison, provided only that it be un account of God's seet,
these also become the foster-children of their confession ™ i,

* Ses pape 4o

+ This has pow been cletly ssceriaimed from ancient
A friea aml elsewhere, 1 be the joe sznting

Hdansraris semes, which have been the camie of s mggl iy 1
earlier commentitire — Nadfeer, 1 %08, 11 PPyl
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pravided they suffer these punishments for the profession of
Chiristianity, they are supported by the Church. *

It is clear from this passage, and from all that has been said
elsewhere, that it would have been eusy for the Ratman Cliris-
tians of the third century, uniler cover of a mere burial-con-
fraternity, to make collections for other charitable purposes,
and even to meet together for purposes of religious worship ;
and we can hardly doubt that they dul so.  Moreover, we
know, from the history of St Laurence anil many other sources,
that the care of the pour and distribution of alms was the
special provinee of one of the deacons. Indeed, the very
office of deacon haid been originally instituted for this purpose.
But not the poor only, the clergy also received what was
necessary for their sustenance out of this common chest, aml
the deacon kept the register (matricwda) of their munbers and
offices. By and by, in obedieoce to that law whereby the
moeal and the material lifie of any society are so intimately
linked together, that he who provides for the ane is sure to
gain a powerful nfluence over the other, the first deacon grew
into an archdescon : that is to-say, he became; in some. sense,
the guardian aml judge of the other clergy, and his authority
was inferior to none, save only the bishops.  Hence it came
to be almost a kaw in Rome; that on the death of the Pope,
not & priest, but the first deacon, succeeded to the vacant sce ;
and to promote this deacon to the priesthood was sometimes
resented, because it seemed to shut the door agninst his attaine
ment of the highest rank in the hierarchy.

These considerations will enable us to appreciate more
justly the import of the words we have quoted from the
author of the Philisophumena, vit., that St Zephyrinus *in-
tritstedd Caltixtus with the government of the clesgy, and et
him over the cemetery.® The Christian community in Rome
was entering at this time wpon o new phase ol iis exigtence: {
it availed fself of the protection which the Laws afforded to

* Apol, e by



36 Roma Sottervanca.

certain corpamte’ bodies, anil, as those laws required,* one of
iti members was appointeéd a8 the agent, or syndie, in wheose
name the cammon property should be held, and by whom iis
business should be tmosacted,  The cumetery, therefore, en.
trusted 1o Callivtus was one common to the Christians as s
hody 3 and it was * the cemetery on the Via Appia,™ which the
Liber Pordificalis states that Callixtus “made; where many
priests and martyrs repose,-and which is called, even to the
present day, the comsterive Callixti” "This glso expliins to us
why hencelorsard the Popes were buried here, and no longer at
the Vatican ; out of the eighteen, from Zephyrinus o Svlvester,
thirteen having certainly been laid in this cemetery, according
to the testimony of the sume Lo Portifoatin, And it 5 a
siriking confirmation of D¢ Ross's conjecture that this was
the first common cemetery given to the Pape by some holile

Dther eeme  frmily for the whole Christian community, when we find that

Veriow for com-
mon ki of the

Church

5t Fabian, A.n, 238, “ divided the regions among the Deacons,
.+« and ordered numerous buildings ( fadricas) 1o be can-
structed in the oumeterdest It seems to imply that other
wealthy Christigns soon followed the example of those who
had given the cemetery of Calfixtns to the Chiirch ; and these
fabrice were probably Kitle ortories construcred abiove the
vemeteries, either for purposes of workhip, or the colebmtion
of the agapay or of mere guardinaship of the tombs; according
to the common prctice of the Romany, of which we have
probubly seen o instunce i the more antient febrice attache|
to the Catacomb of St Domitilla. ]  The long pesce from the
* M Quibus permisiim et oeper abers colfepd, sociniatls s edgrrmpTr
alfrriad oerum wosERE, TOPIIM- e3) . o . halere res Comniines, armm
comptien), et attorsp sive sydimn, per e, quod . communivg agl
feerique oporteat, agarur, Bk ™= L, Gl g, 180 Copars with My (he
s o g latter of Licintme gl Cogstantine, [irpeed lmn-. o Mort,
Porsec., 3 48, and Euseb, i Eeel | € 5§ =" Quondam Chrlatian) . gl
locs rantumy, ad du convonie conmmeverant, sl alid etinin habukue pus.
wsntap, i, fies oot pordn eervon, o ool Bcclecatercnm, v derolnmon TEmg i
Surdisientin,” Be. Alut the wanl, tmied o the cane o VPaul of Sammsan
4 rof vijy daxhnelas obion " — Eusgh Hist Ewl vil, 30, -

LI Wt Firdiiges = 5o fig- %, at page 3
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reign of Caracalla to that of Decius might well have encour-
aged the Christians to erect such buildings, and allowed them
to make frequent use of them, notwithstanding eccadiony] dis
turbances from popular violence, the shom persccution of
Maximin, s other similar interruptions.

In January 4.0, 250, St. Fabian fell a victim to the persecu- A.b. 250.

tion of Decias; but it does novappear either from the edicts E::ﬁ’:“m "
of that Emperor, from ecclesigstical history, or from the Acts
of the Maryrs, that Pecius made any special decree ngainst
the cemeteries; Not so, however, in the persecution | of
Valerian, which Liroke vut in A, 257, Although the edict A.n. HLS}-‘;'
itsell has not come down to us, yet, from words spoken by ::ﬁ;,hhmlﬁ
Emilianus, Prefect of Alexandria,* and by Aspasius Paternus, :’:{: :" i
Pro-consul of Africa, we leam that it forbade the sucred assem-
blies, and all visits to the sepulchres in the cemeteries. In
fact, Pope Sixtus 11, was, with his descons and sacred ministers,
(St Lautence was the chief of them, and we bave seen the
rombs of two others, ) hunted out, surprised, and beheaded in
the cemetery of Pretextftus,] “ becamse he had set at notight
the commuands of Vilerian” §

In A0 abo, Gallienus revoked the edicts of pemsecution,
and sent thronghout the empire a rescript by vinue of which
the passessors of (wa seligiosa belonging 1o the Chrstians and
confiscated by Valerian, were to make restitution to the bishops
of each church: By dica refigross seem to have been meant all
churches or places of sssembly ; for besides this geneml onder,
he directed reseripts to particular bishops Ly which they might
recover the free use of * what they call their cometerses.”||  And
tioth the one and the other enter into the account which has
reached us of the acts of Dionysius, the sucecssor of Sivtus 111,

® s Neither you nok any others shall in anywine he permitted  Ether
i Tkl mssernbifies on to enter mbat your oall yanr omoeriel’ (These es-
prossions prove this exdnsively Christian otigin ol the, wonl *feemetery.)--
Latter of Xb Divarpasiai of feamsmavia in Enwieh, Mise, dod, Wils 5, AT,
+ See plage 50 = 5\ Cyje Epp B2
§ Eiby Pont U Enwcle Dlisk Fedls vik 03
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of whom it i recomled,® that “he divided the churches and
cemetenies among the prests, amd consniteted | parizhes amd

diooeses"
Hlenceaame 1t was, however, only too evident to the Christians that
mﬁjﬂ henceforwand they eonld not reckon upon the inviclability of
their graves: and it is: from this period that we must date
those stuidions efforts to conceal the entrance Lo the cometeries
which are visible even tiow in the staircases leading from the
arenarie; and am other ways  Fvencat a much earlier penod,
Tertullinng | testifics to the occasiond] intérroption of Chiristiazn
Chrstiane  Worship by a sudilen imvasion of the heathen:  *“We are daily
ulm'l!l_:ﬂﬁl besieged,” he says, ** and betrayed and caught nnawares in oo
Tl very assemblies and congregations [+ and agam, in another
place, still adidressing the heathend he says, * You know the
days of our meetings; hence we pre besteged, entapped, and
pften 'detained i our most-secret! congregations.”  But it i
specially to the latter half of the third century that those
accounts helong which- have: come down to us of Chrstinns
being parsned and overtaken and sometimes martyred jn the
Martynlom i arousrie,  Thus in an account preserved by St Gregory of
SeLTE A Pours, we are tolil that, under Numerianus, the martyrs Chrys
santhus and Dana were put to death in an aresriz, and’ thay
o great number of the fadthful having been seen entering the
subtermanean crypl on the Via Salaria to visit their tombs, the
‘heathen Emperor ordered the entrance o be hastily buile 1y,
and-a vast mound of sand and eones to be heaped In frant of
it, #0 that they might be all buried alive, even as the martyry
whom they hail come to venerate. 5t Gregory adids, that when
the tombs of these martyrs were re-discovered, after the azes of
persecution had ceased, there were found with them, not unly
the relics of these worshippers who had been thus cruelly fiut
to death, skeletons: of men, women, and children lying on th
Boor, but dlso the silver cruets (wra argented) which they hud
taken down with theny for the eelebration of the sacred mve

LI Vouk, Dieavei. t Apol. vl 2 Al Xalloees, |
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teries® St Damasus was unwilling to destroy so tonching a
memorial of past ager. He abstained from making any of
those changes by which he usually decorated the martyrs’
wombs, Lut contented himsell with setting up one of his. iih-
valualile historical inscriptions, und opening o window in the
adincent wall or rock, that all might see, without distorbing,
this monument o unique in its kind —this Christian Pompeii
in ministure,  “These things might still be seen in St Gregory's
wme, in the sixth century ; and D¢ Rossi holds out hopes that
some traces of them may be restored even to our own genera-
tion;f saome fragments of the inscription perhaps; or even the
window itself through which our ancestors once saw so moving
a spectacle, assisting, as it were, at 4 mass celebmited in the
third century. Instances like these explain the common re- Catacombe
proach of the Pagans at this tune, that the Christiaus m:ﬁ::h'd‘"ﬁ
“a skulking, darkness-loving race;"$ and the nutnerous. iri-
Jitions of the same period, even though the authenticity of
many of them may be doubtfil, of Christians and even Popes§
tiking refuge in the cryprs, testify the importance attached by
the faithful to their cemetenes, and the jealousy with which
they were now regarded by their encmies.

The edicts of Aurelian, 4 little before his death, against the From Aund
Church which he had legally recogmised, even 1o the length mﬂ’ui N
of ordering the buildings occupied by Paul of Samosata at
Antioch = to be given up into the hands of those in commuinion
with Christian Bishops of Taly and Rome.”|] show how pre
carious @ secunty for the cemeteries was even that legal re.
cognition ; still we find the Christians. taking courage, at the
commencement of the reign of Tiocletian, to pulk down the

* SuGreg, Tarom, Tk Glone Mars Lo 35

4 ** Cete esporance ekt fondée s foserals presina dite, clle v remprller,
ate Do Rosst's worrels lu 7 Rome ding sa° Grandesrn,” part 2me, 6, Ul
penticy, Naniss

14+ Larcbross et fauifga watho " —Minee, Folis,

& Y Caimn . . . fugiens pensectionem Diocletisal in ctyptie habitand,
imartyrie commatn - Lk Fiwd
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old churches and to build mew ones, and we shall presently’
see the deacon Sevenis aboul the same tine: constructing a
farge double sepilchral chamber, with its open light-hole, in the
cemetery of St Callixtis

The storm of the tenth persecution, under Diocletan, burst
upon the Chutch with fightful violence in am, g3 The
churches erected during the peace were bumed and demalished,
the farms or gardens under which the cemetenes lay were con-
fiscated ; and ‘thoupl the acts of confiscation 'in. Rome Thave
perished, yet o significant trace of them is left in the fact that
Pope Marcellinus, und Wis suceessor Marcellus; were neither of
thiem Barried in the Papal coypt oft St Callixtus, but the frmer
reposed in 4 cubiendum which he hingself had prepared in the
cemetery of Priscilla:™ and the larter * requested. leave from
o matron named Poscilln and made aocemefarigim on the Via
Silutul™  Anil avast region’ of the deepest level of that
cemetery, of a lineal regulaniry hitherto wnique in Ko Setfer:
rasar, Dears witness to the efforts of the Pope, while persecu-
tion was mging, o provide for the necessities of e faithfl
it some other place than that which had been discovered and
forfeitesd 10 the Government, on the Via Appia.

Al the close of An, 306, Maxentine a3 stop tuthe per
seention, but the property of the Chiirch was not restored until
the Pontificate of Melchindes, Ao 311, St Augustine tells
s thiat the Donatists: * recited the Acts in which ir wis reail
how Melehiades sent deacons with the letters of the Emperor
Maxentiog and the letters of the Prafect of the prctorium to
the Prefect of the city, that they might receive the property
which the aforesaid Emperor Had commanded to be restored
to the Chrstians, as having beéen taken from them - time of
persecution.. . : . Lhe Donatists said that the dedcon
Strato, whom Melchindes had sert with the rest o receive the
ot ealestastiae, was declared in the above ucts 1o be o fraditor
and . . . the Tonutists also calumniated Melchiades o
acemmb ol Cassean. Decnse (his pome s frand also amang the
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eacons whom Melchiades sent to the Prefect,” &e.® In fact,

this Pontif having recovered the cemetery of St Callixtus

through his deacons, two of whotm were named Strato and

Cassian, buried there the body of his predecessor Fusebius,

whi had died in exile in Sicily, and placed him in one of the

largest crypis m the Catacomb.  But even while the perseci-

sion was raging, Marcellus had provided, as best he could, for

the re-trganisation of the parishes and their cemetenes ; for

we read t that “ he constitmted the twenty-five i in the ity

of Rome bs parishes (dhwaeses) for the reception by baptism

and penance of the multitudes ‘who were: converted from

among the Pagans, and for the hurial-pluces of the mar-

. tyis.”
Titls were, of course, of much olider date than the Hme of Tores orparish

Marcellus, thongh their number might have varied sccording 2

w the incresse in the number of the faithful. Thus, it is

recorded in e Libor Ponfificalis, thay Evarisius; the sixth from

St Peter, divided the iths in the eity of Rome among the

priests; and appointed seven deacons, St Faldan, nearly a

century and a halfl lager, i said by the same:authority to have

divided the fourteen regions of Rowme awong the deacons ; and

tow Mareellus constitutes (or mote prolubly restores) twenty

five, which is the number most frequently met with in all the

most ancient notices on the sulject.]  The objects which nre

contempisted in this amangement are stated 1o be the admin-

istration of the sacraments ‘aml the burial of the dead; and

this is not the only oceasion on which we lear from authentic

tecords that the care of the cemeterics entered into the detalls

of eeclesiastical management. It seems probable that, at least Bl esel) jis
L I;'I!lllﬂﬂl-'rl

from. the tithe of St Fubian, each #itd within the city had its
corrésponding cemetery o cemetenics, outside the walls, amd
the priest of priests of the title had junsdiction over the
cemetery also, In the time of S1 Damasus, each church had

= SAdg Brey, Colll imun Démadss HE 34-36 + Tt Vonr
= “Hlamehinil. Aol Vin Fonng 1 57
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wo priests,® and even in the days of St Cypriant we find two
peicsts atlachel 1o the same churcl, one as a subardinate o
the other. If we might suppose the number of fi#ls in the
time of St Cornelius 1o have Lesn twenty-three, (or, if mare,
that some of them were vaeant,) this would account for the
number of Roman priests, which he sets down at forty-sixv,t
two for each #itle, one of whom might well have ministered at
the clia or oratory (in later times Aasilio B} above the ceme-
tery, whilst the other ministered in the city, It is not difiicult
to understand, asiter what has heen said upion the Rowan Laiw
respecting burials and burial confraternities, how this sysiem of
administration might, unider ordinary circumstances, have been
carried on without any intetference from the Government, even
turing the ages of persecution. A perhaps the following
inscription on a grave-stone, in the cemetery of St Domitilla,
may be quoted in illustration and confirmation of the theory *
that is here suggested, jussa being the official EXpression in use
among the heathen magistrates of that time for 4 command ar
permission given by one baving jurisdiction. and Archelnug
ane] Duleitus. being the two priests of the f#% o which that
vemictery. belonged.

ALEXIYS ET CAPRIOLA TECERYNT SE VIVI
INESN ANCHELAL ET DVLCYLL PRISEN

Moreover, if we suppose, as we very reasonnbly may, that the

* " Nunc autem scplem diasanes esse oporiet of alirpensiten resbyierns, i
liini sine per Feclerni—_frirfn. [k ], e 0 T, ik

+ Fp. sviil, = Fellx qmi preshyierinm wuliminiztrabat sub Uecimo,”

I ®Tlicre-wore forty iz pirlests, seven deacous, seven wiibTedeing, fuosty-
twa aoolymo pxorcias, lectom, i estiani; o sl Ry o witiows, wiih
the alflicted 3ol neely, meme thm 1 309, all of which the guodnes and foye
o e ol mouiish.*—Comeliin 1o Fakiw of Antioch, il el B,
b vl 45 Ger alan ahe " guadraginta & guod ecenrrie bavifiogsn Mon-
tioned by Oyt & Thow, il 4.

8 This name sz 1o ave o iy eeswbanl wee fiom thie dave i
Dlseletizn —A 84, 303, :
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Popes who succeeded Zephyrinus continuesl to retain the

cemetery of St Callistus under theie own immidiate jurisdic: Cemetery of
tion, admiistered by their chief deacon (or archdeacon, as he i
was afterwards cilleil), we have another illustration of the same ot %‘;"‘ of
systemn m the following inseription, belonging to the: time of
Marcellinus, which records thit Sevenus, his deacon, made, &

the permisiion of i Pope, (Jussi pafer su,) 2 doubile chamber,

wil.h'-n.t:hr.-& tomnbs and 1ighr-hu1e. foir himself and his relations -—

CYHRICVLYM DVFLEX %M ARCISOLIS ET LYMINARE
IVEEV PP SV MARCELLINI DLACUONYE ISTE
SEVERVE FECIT MANSIONEN [N FACE IMVIETAM
SINL SVISQVE. -

tt would be easy 1o show, from a multitude of testiminies Reflections on
belonging to the fifth and sixth centuries, that each suburban :}:rifﬂ.:},;“:f
céttetery was at that time dependent on some particular parish theCatasotabs.
within the walls. But shout this there can be no dispute. Tt
is only when we seck to pevetrate the thick tinrkness which
envelupes the histary of the earlier ages, that it s difficult to
find clear and sbundant proofs; and the pirecise: province of
an archicologist is' to supply these deficiencies, not out of his
own inugination, but by acute and cautious induction, hased
on a most careful examination of every fragment that remains,
If we set before n skilful profesor of comparative anstomy a
few bones dug out of the bowels of the warth, he will recon-
struct the whole form of the animal to which they belonged
and it often happens that thes¢ theoretical constructions are
singularly Justified by later discoveries. The work of an
archeologist i much of the same kind  An historian only
rearmranges, transcrilies, or interprets annals already compased
and fithfully transmitted by his predecessors. He may have
to gather his materials from various sources i must be able 1o
distinguish the trwe from the flse, and give form, consistency,
and life to the whole ; but, for the mose part at least, he has
litthe to supply that is pew from his own resources:  An archa-
ologst, on the contraty, if he be really. o man of leaening and
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science, and not o mere collector of old cunosities. zims ot
discovering and restoring amnals that are lost, by means of 4
careful and intelligent use of every frmpgment, often of hetero-
geneows materidls, that the most unwearied diligence has been
able to hring mgelthur. .

This remark seetss not uncalled for, at the end of a chapter
in which we have professed to set before our readers a con-
tinuons history of the subtermnean cemeterics of Rome duting
the ages of persecution, and even to unfold the system of their
ceclessiastical administration. Such a history has never been
written before, and some readers may be disposed to think
that even now the materials for it are too scanty.. D¢ Rossi
frankly acknowledges that each fauct that he has been able to
callect, if taken alone, throws but a faint and uncertain light
upon the obscurity of the subject; but he Jusily argues that
tihe wonderful harmony which he his been able to establish
between facts and documents, so mnlike one another, and
sepamted 50 far usunder, both in point of time and place, are
A very strong presumption of truth, The * Lives of the Popes,™
compiled in the seventh or eighth century ; the Dheidvspdioe-
ety WEitten in a spinit of bitter personal hatred against a Pope
of the third century, and only brought 1o light in the nine-
teenth ; sepulcheal inseriptions also, of the thind century, in like
manner unknown before our own time ; ecclesinstical historians
and leamed commentators, of different times and countries 3
each of these has been made by De Rossi to contribmte its
quota to this chapter of history as it stands in his own volumin-
ous work ; and even in this muperfect abridgment of if, the
readess will have been struck with the number and varety of
fragments ont of which so complets a skeleton, if we ought
ot ather to say so full and life-like a body, has been com-
promed,



CHAPTER LI

FROM THE EDIUT OF MITAN, AL 312, TO THE SACK OF ROME
BY THE GOTHS, ADL 410

ITH the convermsion of Constantine and the Edice of Gradual dismse
Milan & new era opens in the history of the mﬁ;‘ﬂj’;‘,ﬁm

combs.  Melchindes, the fist Pope who sat in the Lateran, 3fler peaceas
was the last who was buned o the subtermnean cemetery of Church.
St Callixtus—in acmeeris Callixti i crypha,  Sylvester, his
successor, had his sepulchre & avoedforis Priceidde, not, how-
cver, in erypfr, but in o basilics; which, having always pre-
served his sane, had probably been built by him.  The fext
Pontiff, Mark, was in like numner barded i ormetorio Baltime,
explained Dy the Liber Pontificalit to be s basitics guaam aeme
deriuime consditiit ; that is to'say, he probably bmit & simall basilica
ar ¢l memoriz, near the entrance of i subterranean cemetery
alrendy existing, to which he - now assigned its own pricst antd
puaridisn, s the other principal cemeteries had alrendy had.
Other instamees might be given o show that the cemeleries in
which succeeding Pontiffs are said to have been buried were
restlly Bastlicas above ground ; and though subterranean hural
continued to e practised, yet the example set by the Pontiffs
was not long in being followed, and graves within and around
the basificas gradually superseded the fvwdi of the Camncombs:
The inseriptions with copsular dates probably fiurnish us with
& sufficiently securate guide to the relative proportions of the
wwo modes of bunal.  From A 338 1o an, 300 two out of
thres Limials appear to’ have tiken place in the subterranean
portion of the cemeteries, while from oD, 364 to A, 360 the
proportions are equal  Durmyg the next two years handly any



tmuned. much
fnmelu

Usevotion af 5
Thranesus to
Catacomlu;

o6 Noma Sotferranca.

notices of hurials adere groumd appear, Lut after that the syl
termmean orypts fall mpidly into disuse,  This marked and
sudden change demands an explanation; and history at once
aupplies it
The first care of the Christians, when peace and liberty had
_ been secured 1o the Church by the conversion of Constanting,
wiis to bonour those fllistoous martyrs whose hodies Iny con-
vealed in the recesses of the various Catacomla.  Basilicas more
or less sumptuous began 1o be erected over their sepulchres,
antl as the fithiul shrank from disturbing ther oripoal resting-
places, it became the ordinary custom to cut away the suthice
of the ground on the side of the hill in which the galleries had
Lieen excavated. and thus gun access to the mariyr's romiy
The Vatican. hill behind S5t Peter's, the hill opposite 10 St
Paul’s outside the walls, the galleries and chambers still
wizthle in the hdl cur awsy for the site of San Lorenzo in
Apgro Vertio, are witnesses to this prictiee. Somctinies, as
in St Agnese fuerd ke mera, itwas necessary 1o go down o
n great depth; for the martyrs had perhaps been buried in the
second Aoor of the Catacoml; and hence the long fight of
steps by which we descend to that church at the piresent
day, Soch a wholesale sagrificing of humdreds of  graves
for the sake of one iliustrions sepulchre must have been dis-
t pleasing to many ; and St Damasus in particolar, srdently as
he laboured in the search for the bodies and the furthering of
the devotion 1o the remuins of the martyrs; yvet found means o
encourage that devation without destroving -the charicter of
the subtémanean cemeteries.  When the cometeries had been
taken from the Christians, and made over ta other hands by
Mocletian, there is evidence 1o show thut the Chireh pro-
vided For the inviolability of the tombs ol her more venerite]
heroes by blocking up the gallenes which led to them ; ang it
was a labour of love in after-years to re-discover™ these tombs,

=t Quamitudy Inventss eclitue™ I the Traguage of St Dasans’ uaerp.
[T
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the précise situation of which was only known by tradition.

St Damasus then removed the earth, widened the passages so his Iabours
#s to make them more servicenble for the crowd of pilgrims, ?1'::,,_
constructed]  Mlights of stairs leading to the more illustrions
shrines, and adormed the chambers with marbles, opening
shafts to admit air and light where practicable, and supporting

the frable: gfir walls and galleries, wherever it was necessary,
with arches 'of brick and stone work, Almost dll the cata-
combs bear traces of his labours, and modern discovery is
continually bringmg to light fragments of the inscriptions
which he compeséd dn honour of the martyrs, and caused to

be engmved on marble slabs, in « peculiarly heawiful chare-

ter, by a very-able amist, Furius Dionysius Filocalus. It is

& singuler fact that no original inscription of Pope Dumasus

has ever yet been found executed by any other hand, nor
have any imscriptions been jound, excepting thoge of Damasns,

in precisely the same form of letters.  Hence the type is well
known to students of Christian epigraphy a8 the Damasine
chamcters*

Now, the shdden retirm to the subtertanean mode-of bural Cataconibs as
in the years A.D. 370, 374, exactly coresponils with the time E"nﬁu':f pils
of the labours.of St Damasos, and it is obvious to conjecture,
that the: [aithiul whe visited the tombs of the martyrs, came
away with a desire to lay their own bones beside theirs,

Some, as the priest St Barbazianus, even made little cells
underground, and led the lives of hermits i their immediate
neighbourhoad, and all were assiduous in visiting them. St St ferome,
Jerome gives a vivid description of a devout Raman youth's % 33+
feelings on such u visit ; but his words seem more immediately
applicable o the ordinary condition of the common gallines,

than to any that had been specially decorated by the Pope.

“When I was m boy.,® he writes; * being educated ar Rome,

I used every Sunday, in company with other boys of my own

age and tastes, to visit the wmbs of the apostles. and martyrs,

. q'l.""'m" miay b seent I Plites L anil P11 at the end of the volime.
(]
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and 1o go into the crypts excavated there in the bowels of the
garth. 'The walls on either side as you enter are full of the
bodlies of the dead, and the whale place 15 so dark, that mme
scems almost to see the fulfilment of those words of the pro”
phet, “ Let them go down alive into Hades! Here and there
a little light, admitted from-above, suffices to give a momentary
relief to the horror of the darkness; but as you go forwards,
and find yourself agsin immered in the utter blackness of
night, the words of the poet come spontancously to your
mind : * The very silence fills the soul with dread”™* On the
cantrary, the worids of the poet Prudentius, written about the
same tme, clearly commemnomte the reaults of sonie such
labours as we have been describing those of St Damasus to
have been, He lswriting of the tomlbof St Hippolytus, and
his description uns thus :—

“Not far from the city walls, among the welltrimmed
orchards, there lies o orypt biided In darksome pits. Into
its secrel revesses 3 steep path with winding stuirs direets
one, even though the turnings shut ou the light, The light
of day, indeed, comes in through the deorway, a3 far as
the surface of the opening, and illuminates the threshold of
the portico ; and when, as you advance further, the dark-
riess as of night seems to get mare and more obscure through-
out the maees of the cavem, there occur at intervals aper-
tures cut in the roof which convey the bright rays of the
sun upon the cave.. Although the recesses, twisting at run-
dom this way and that, form marrow chambers with durk-
some galleries, yet o considerable quantity of light Ands its
way through the pierced vanlting down into the hollow howels
of the mountain.  And thus throughout the subiterranedn crypl
it is possible to perceive the brightness and enjoy the light of
the absent sun. ‘To such secret places is the body of Hip-
palvius conveved, near to the'spot where now stands the aliay
dudicated 1o Gonh,  "Fhat same altarslab (siia) gives the

® s eron, in Faech o I
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sterament, and is the fithiul guardian of its manyr's bones,
which it Keeps laid up there in expectytion of the efernal
Judge, while it feeds. the dwellers of the ‘Tiber with holy food
Wondrous is the sunctity of the place! the altar is at hand for

those wha pray, and it assists the hopes of men by mercifully
granting what they peed.  Here have [, when sick with ills

both of soul and body, oftentimes. prosimted mysell in prayer

and found relief  Yes, D glodous priest! T will tell with what

joy 1 return to enjoy the privilege of embracing thee, and that

I know that 1 owe all this to Hippolytus, 1o whom Christ, our

God, hos granted power Lo olitain whatever any one asks of him.

That little chapel (edfcnda) which contains the cast-off garments

of his soul [mis relics] is bright with solid silver. Wealthy Shrine richly
hands have put up tablets glistening with a smooth surface ‘mf‘m
[of silver], bright as a concive mirfor; and, not content withy visted.
overlaying the entrance with Parian marhle, they have lvished

large sums of money on the ornamentation of the work.” He

goes on 1o describe the pilgrimages to the shrine, anid with
somewhat of poetic licence continies : ** Early in the moming

they come to salute [the saint]: all the youth of the plice
warship there : they come md go until the setting of the sun.

Love of religion collects together into one dense crowd both
Latins and fordigners ; they imprint their kisses on the shining
silver ; they pour out their sweet balsamis ; they bedew their

faces with tears.”  His description of the scene on the feda of

the martyr, his i natalis, reminds: one forcibly of the way in

which: the modem Rotmns stream ont (o San Lorenzo, or Lo

San Paolo fuoré le mera, or to any other of the old churches,

when a festival or 2 station & held there. * The imperial city “m;&cﬂm
yomits forth her stream of Ronuns, andd the plebetan crowd, sint
animated by one and the sme desire, jostle on equal terms

their patrician neighbours, faith hurying them forward to the
shrive, Albano's gates, too; send forth their white-robed host

in a longdtawn Tine, The noise on the various roads on all

sides waxes loud: the native of the Almuzai and the Etrasean
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peasant come, (he fierce Samnite, the countryman of lofty
Capua and of Nola, is there: each with lis wite and chikiren
delights to hasten on his road, The iroad fields scarcely
suffice to contain the joyiul people, and even where the space
is wide, the crowd is so great as to cause delay. No doubt,
then, that that cavern, wide thongh its mouth be stretched, is
too marmow for such erowds; but hard by is another church
(templum), enviched with toyal magnificence, which this preat
gathering may visit;™* and then follows the description of a
lasilica, supposed by many 10 be the basilica of San Lorenzo
in Agro Vemno.

"This devotion to the cemeteries, which, as we have seen,
causeld them 1o be used again as burialplaces so frerjuently
in the fime of St Damasus, was not always tegulated by prud-
ence. In the anxiety of Christians to be buried as near as
possitile to the saints, they excavated Jocudi at the back of the

arontolia, mot sparing even the most beautifyl pamntings with

which their forefathers had adomed them, They destroyed the
symmetry of the chapels with new monuments and sartophagi,
and often endangered the saifety of the constructions by indis-
creet excavations:  Ome ancient inseription speaks of ' 2 bew
crypt biehind the saints,” inwhich two ladies bought a hisomitm
for themselves during their Lifctime from two fosseres.

1N CEYPTA RODBA RETRI) SAT
CTVS EMERYM. 5T VIVAS BALEE
A ET SAHINA MERVM LOC
¥ RIESGAL AR APEDEEET A
BLATORE

Here is another inscription which tesufies to a simifar pur-
chase * from Quintus the fosen” of a single grave near 5t
Comnelius

SEREPENTIV
= BMIT LOC
M A QUINTO
PUSSORY ALy
FANIVM C
RNELIVM

* Popdeni. Peosbephs al 1L 155, &
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A thiridl records the purchase of a grave for 2 father and
mother and one duughter, * above the anvawdim,” at the very
tomb of St Hippolytus, of which we have heard so much from
Prudentiug (e fapalyfe super arvosliv),

A fourth mscription of the year 381 (during the Pontifcate
of Diamasus) tells us of one who obmined the privilege of
burial “within the thresholds of the saints, o thing which
many desire and few obtain” (fefre Smina sanctorim, gand
wndes enpinnt of rard aecipent). ®

It appedrs that, at this time, the work of excavation was o Theyareunder
longer continued at the public expense under the special care mﬁm
of the parish priests; but that it was lefi as a matter of pnmﬂmﬁ‘:’m o
bargain bétween the decensed's fAends and the fossors.. No
yestige of contracts of this kind with fossirs has been found
eariter than the last years of the fourth century, and no recond
of the existence of this body of men has come to light later
than the lirft quaner of the fifth century.  But the monuments
are very numerous danng this short period which lesify o
their having had in their own bands the disposal of new graves
in the Catneombis. Tt s no longer gussy of the Pope or of the
priests that such and such a toml has been made, hut the
names of both buyers and sellers are recorded on the toml-
stoue, together with the witnesses to the contract, and even
the price that was paid; and the sellers are always fomons,
It i= generally supposed that the fiwsers were themselves
elerics, the lowest order in the liemmhy. But even though
it should be considered that there is not sufficient ground for
this opinion, yet, at least; it is obwious, that, in the earlier ages,
they must have been on very intimate relations with the clergy,
and, no doult, wete supported by the Church, whose most
devoted and laborious servants they were. 1t is not difficlt,
therefore, 1o understand how, under the altered circumstances
of the times, the whole matter had been allowed to fall more
entirely under their management.  Nevertheless, we must be

* Iner. Clirist, 1142
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pllowied to regret that they should not havie useld 8 more while-
pome severity in withstanding the pious lnt indiscreet desines
of the faithiful.  How common those desires were is sufficiently
attested, not only by these and other similar inscriptions, But
still mare by the fact that it forms the sabject of a lonk letter,
or short treatise, by the great 5t Angustine, wnitten at the
request of his fnend, S5t Paulinus of Nola, i which he explains
anil justifies them.® Nevertheless we may easily imagine the
thispleasare with which so ardent a lover of the cemeteries as
St Damasus would regand & system which tended to their
destruction.  His own examplé spoke more eloquently than
any words could do. No one had a greater right to be buried
there thun he; and yet he was content 1o build himeelf a tomb
abipe thic cemetery of St Calliitus, and' to write upon o tableg
in the papal crypt the reason for his not being buried within
it—
HIC FATEOR DAMASYS VOLY] MEA CONDERE MWuTiRa,
SED TIMVI SANCTOUS CINERES YEXARE PIOHSM,

*“Here 1, Damanys, wished 1o hury my. fmls, Lo 1 was afiaid of dis
furbiing the holy sabiek of the saine " +

The archdeacon Sabinus, in his. epitaph lately found st San
Lovenzo, tells the fathiul plamly, that the only way to obmin
n place nedar the snint s to imitate their lives :—

NIL JVVAT TMNO GRAVAT TVMVLIS IVERERE IMORVM
HANCTORVA MERITIS OPTIMA VITA PRUFE T,

CORPOEE NOX GIVE EST, ANIMA TENDAMYS AL 1LLOS
QUA BENE SALVA PMOTEST CORPORIE ESSE BALVS.

“le pothing helpe, bt mmiber hinders, [merely] 1o sick cliee 1o (he
tambs of the ssint; 8 posesd Jife ls the leest mppronch 4o the saims
merits. Not with the body, but with the soul, we must make ous way 1o
them ¢ wham that b wrll saved, it may prove the salvamion of the hodls
ale™ 2 =

Whether in consequence of any dizeot prolibition, or merely
from difficuities heing putin the way, whatever cavse may have
produced the result, the evidence of the dated inseriptions makes

= See Note Th I A ppesdic T Rom. Soie. b gy
: Mallatinn, 1804 33
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it clear, that after the bael furere for subtermnean interment
during the years 370 and 371 there was a mpid disuse of that
mode of burial. Between A.n. 373 and 4o9, the sublermanean

epitaphs are only one our of three. From A1, 400 10 404, Rame taken
by Alanc,

the décresse ks still more rapid, until, after An. 410, scarcely 77 T

& single cermin example s to be found.® In that fatal year,
to use the language of St Jerome,  The brightest light of all
the world was extinguished ; the Roman emypire lost its head ;
and, to speak more truly, in one city the whole world perished ™+
Rome was taken by Alarie; the citizens were reduced, many
by slaughter, some by captivity, all by loss of wealth, and
there was neither time nor means to adom the sepulchres or
even to pay the costomaty honvurs to the departed.

¥ty Chirse. b 117, &<
+ Hitron. Thraleg. in lil £ Beeeli, v, 16, ed Migue
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CHAPTER TV.
FROM THE VEAR A0, 410 UNTIL THEIK FINAL ABANDONMENT.

ERIOUS a5 wisthe min and damage done to the Eternal
City byahe Goths in A 41e, yeb neither then nor at

their setond sack of Rome, in Ap. 457, div we find any record
of their having destroyed either the cemeteries or the basilicas
of the martyrs:  Still the nse of the sabtermoean cemeteries
a5 places of bunal was never after this resumed, and the in-
scriptions anid notices which seem to refer to them will, on
closer examination, be found to relite to basilicas and ceme-
teries above ground:  The fessers’ occupation was gone, and
afier Ak g26 thelr name cesses to be mentioned. The
liturgical Looks of the fifth century refer constanily, in the
prayers for the dead and benediction of graves, 1o burials
anil around the hasilices; never to the suliberranean cemeteries,
The Catacombs, however, though. they ceased to be used
for burinl, yet continsed to be frequented as shrmes and plices
of pilgnmage. Occasionally, in times o popular twmulr, they
seem to have beon tiséd also as places of refuge.  Thus Boni-
face I, was concenled for a time in the Cometery of St Felicitas,
which he afterwards omamented.® Pope Symmachus; towards
the end of the fifth century, is said, none copy of the Lifer
Pontificalis, 1 have restored and beautified the cemeteties of
the maryrs, The irruption of the Goths under Vitiges, in an.
537, carried havoc even into the peaceful sinctuaries of the
saints T  As soon, however, as the storm passed aver, Pope

* Lik. Pont ‘ ]
" Erclosim ¢1 carperra Mariyenm extemivats st s Gethla = J m o
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Vigilius repaired the damage which, we are told, saddened
him to see, and replaced some of the broken epitaphs of St
Damasus by copies, often very imperfect, some of which still
remuin®  About this time, when necessity had compelled the
itizens to relax the strictness of the ancient laws against bury-
ing within the walls, cemeteries began fo be formed on the
Esquiline and on the sie of the old Practormn camp. It was
becotning dingerous to venture far outside the walls.
The Pontiffs, however, continued their care for the ancient Repsired by

: - Ah
cemeteries.  JobnITL, about .. 568, “restored the cemetenes p:p:m >

of the holy murtyrs, and ordered that oblations, cruets. and ?hl:;:. i
candles. [for the holy sacrifice] should be supplied from the
Lateran: Palace: throughous the cemeteries every Sunday. "t
T'his was after the desolation of Reme by Totila.  But the re-
turmn to the old eustom of the priests of the city-title serving the
extta-mural cemetery every Sunday did not last long. It is re-
corded in the seventh century, to the special praise of Sergius L,
that, “during the time of his priesthood, he used diligently
1o celebrate the solemmnities of mass through diffierent ceme-
teries "™+ As fifular of St Susanna, he would, according to the
antient practice, have been confined to the cemetery belonging
o that title.  Sixty years later, about Al 735, Gregory HL,
a zedlous restorer and builder of churches, * instituted o body
of priests to celebrate masses every week, and armanged that in
* e The woscription in lovour of Euiscbi in the cometery of San
Callmto, pressntly tobessen. A copy of soime verses of Pope Vigilius, refer-

ring tu this practiie, may be e fo the thind colmnn of the coliection
in the gatlery at the Latermn. 06 mne thus :—
» Thum peritura Gera posuissens castra sl urtsem,
Moverant Sanetis belli mefanda peine
Tutayue sacrilego verterunt corde sepulera,
Martyribms quondam wiie sscrata phe
Cpuos munstranie Deo Damanu sibi Paja probatos
e vionmit caraine jure colk
Sl pordit lulias confriads searmevs it
Net tmmen bl iterum posss latere fit.
Thrtita Vigiliue mam posthoe Papa gemiscons,
Hosiilis expulsis pmme swamnd o™
+/ 1dh Pont = I
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the cemeteries situnted all round Rome, the lights for keeping
the vigils on the days of their sam/itia, and the oblation for
the celebration of the masses, should be carried down from the
palice by the aWatfonarins, through whom the Pontiff would
mame the priest who should officiate on the occasion®

There is. ground for supposing that some lew bodies of
snints had been in Rome, as we know they were in other
cities+ removed from: their ariginal resting-places to churches
pregured for their reception; even as early os the fifth century. ¥
Une of the ftinemries, which describes the martyr shrines,
distinctly mentions the bodies of some saints being in basilicas
above ground, whom we know to have been orgnally buried
n the subtermanean cemercries. It was, however, with great
reluctance; and not until after the devastations and sncrileges

committed by the Lombanls under Astolphus, amn, 7 56, that

Paul 1, elected in the following vear, resolved upon transluting
on a lurge scale the relics of the saints, in arder 1o save them
from profanation.

In a constitution, dated June 2, 761, he compliins that,
whereds, even before the siege of Rome by Astolphius, some. of
these subtermnean cemeteries hal been neglected and mined,
yet by the impious Lombards this ruin had now been made
maore complete; for they had broken open the graves and
carried off some bodies of the saints.  * From that time for-
ward” he says, ¥ people have been very slothiul and negligent
in paying duc honour 1o the cemeteries; animals have Leen
allowed -to hiave sicess to them ; even folds have Leen -
poscly set up in them, &0 that they have been defiled with all

* Lit VMoot

+ g, Milan i thee the of SE Amlrise.

T Rom. Sort i 219, Inthe ** Sacrmeninry of St Leo™ i the Peelace
for Suiote John and Panl, it js sail, **OF Thy merdial provideice Tlioy
hast vouchiafad io crown ot ualy the dirouit of the 2ity with jhe flarions
passions of the mastyrs, but also 1o kide in the very heart of the ity paelf
e vicsorimis limbs of Sainis Johs and Panl® This looks as if 1)ie -

were thien the only sint whose bodies rested within' (be wall, - a0 Ty
had pever been nnywhane dlse,
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sorts of cormuption,  Seeing, then, and deeply lanicntmg this
careless indifference to such holy places, I have thought it
good, with God's help, to- remove: the bodies of the martyrs
and confessors and vinging of Christ, and with hymns and
spiritual songs | have brought them into this city of Romé,
und T have placed them in the church which I have lintely
buiilt, in Honour of St Stephen and St Sylvester, on the site of
the house in which 1 was bam and bred, which has now
descended to me by inheritance from my father Lists of
the saints, whase relics were thus translated, have come down
to us,® atd there must have been more than a hundred inall.

The example set by Paul was not followed by either of his
immediate successors, Stephen ITL or Adnan L i fact, the
latter strained every nerve to bring back the ancient hotour
and magnificence of the cemetenies. Nearly all of them bore
witness 1o hiy real ; and his restorations were continued by his
successor, Leo 1L+  Notwithstanding all the efforts of these
Popes to revive the interest in these sacred erypts; Pachal L I"-;ha.tl il
was constrained to imitate the example of Paul, because the i
crypts of the martyrs were being destroyed and abaniloned.
The inscription in Sta Pmssede still attests how he translated
thither two thowsand three hundred bodies on July zo, 817
Sergins 11, and Leo IV, continued the sme work, for the
greater dignity of the chorches which they had either built or
restored, viz,, 55. Silvestro and Marting, and Santi Quattro
Coranati ; they also re-imanslated to these churches relics
which had aleady been removed from the Catacombs and
deposited elsewhere in Rome. To these times also donbtless
belongs the secount of many car-loads of relics of martyn
being camied to the Pantheon ; & record which has been con-
founded with thay of the refiguie pluced there by Boniface IV,
long before the tombs in the subterransan cemeteried were
touched,

* Mal Seript. Vel v. b
+ See the long enumeration of thetr works fa Libe Pont. sovil eyl
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All the flocuments which mention these translations assign
the caitse of them to the abandonment snd o of the ceme:
teries | und, of course, the trmnalations; in their tum, still furthe:
hurried forwand and completed the work of non and abandon:
ment:  The sacred treasurcs which bad caused them to e
regandedd with so much love pnd venemtion having been
removed, there was no longer the same motive for protecting
or ommmenting them; and thus the frst hall of the ninth
centiry may be skl to have ended the history of the Cats-
cotnbs as shrines of places of pilgrimage, just as the beginning
of the Afth had ended their history as cemeéteries  Pope
Nitholas L, An. 8o, is-sand to have visitéd them, and ko have
restored in soiwe of them the celebimtion of mags (guad sadis
per demporsem Gwrans ad - oo ifiseessarit) 5 and din the eleventh amd
twelith centuries we still read of visits to the cemereries, and
of lamps kept burning In some of themt which were near 1o
monastenes,  Bul these insignificint exceptions to the genérl
otitivion: into: which they fell are the last and only records
which rempin to o5 of any attempt 1o Keep up the andient
glories of the Catacombs of Rame.  Heneeforwand only those
in the vicinity of seme church or monastery were visited out
of cunitsity by oteasional travellers, as we find the cemetery
of St Valentine, on the Via Flamini, noticed by a pilgrim of
the eleventh, and again by s writer of the twelfth century,
Like the cemetery of St Agnes, it lay under property Lelong-
ing to the Augustinian Order, and hence wits pot utterly lost
sight of  In a stutistical pecount of the Roman ehurches and
clergy, written in the fourteenth century, only three of the
suburban churches annched to the cemeteries are mentioned,
vie, those of St Hermes, St Valentine, amd S& Saturninus,
When we come to the fiftecenth century even these disappear,
and only one subterranean cemetery remained dlways open
and frequented by pilgrims, the same which may still be seeq
beneath the Church of St Sebastian, aud which was called iy
all ancient documents, armeterinm ad arfactimis,
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This is an important fact to be noticed, because it accounts
both for the use of this word, Cofaawnb, as applied to the
Roman cemeteries, and also for the very grave topographical
error respecting the cemetery of St Callixius, which has per-
plexed and misled all Roman archeologists until the present
day. The earliest document now extant in which the word
catacwmbar is nsed as deseniptive of the locality of St Sebas.
tian's belongs to the sixth century, whire we read in' a Tist of
the Roman cemeterits dmalerion votecwmbas o S8 Sebastisnnm
lia Appia. But it was used before this, apparently, s the

name of that part of the campagnn in which St Sebastian’s is

situated, for the Roman circus built by Maxentiusg, and whise
ruins in this neighbourhood sre s0 well known, was anciently
called the dreur ad cafoaombas.  When, then, the localiy of
the other Roman cemeteries was forgotten, and this alone
remained  known, (beciuse it was stll open, and alwiys
retained its place in the L Sndulpentiarum, composed at
vanous times and in different languages for the use of pilgrims, )
the names of all the other cemeteries, oecurring so frequently
in the Manvrologies -and Tives of the Popes, appam to
have been lgnomntly confused with this particular ‘spot; a
visit. to the cemetenies became synonymons with- a visit o
catacwmbar, and the rerm Catacomb gradually came to be
regarded as the specific name for all subterranean excavations
for purposes of bunal, not only m the neighbourhood of Rome,
but also in Naples, Mal, Pars, Sicily, and wherever else
similar excavations have been discoverad.

o wp =~ Fery amammd farvrd i aaid by Crgpt o 5F Javes
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BOOK 11L

CATACOMEB OF 5T CALLIXTUS,

CHAPTER L
ITS THSCOVERY AND IDENTIFICATION,

“ TN the history of Pagan Rome,” says Father Marchi®

“the Vin Appia bears the proud title of Queen of
Roman roads; amd it makes this boast with prood redson,
both because of the gander scale on which it was constructed,
the greater magnificence of the buildings and sepulchres which
adomed it, the greater vaniety of conquered nutions who used
it. andd the nomler anid celebrity of the events connected with
it. ‘The history of Chostian Rome gives 1o this same road
titles of glory mcompambly more solul, just, and indispurable.
We are foreed to acknowledge it as the Queen of Christian
roads, by reason of the greater number and extent of jis
cemeteries, and still more for the greater number and celebrity
of its martyre”  And in anather. placet he speaks of one of
the cemetenies upon thiy road as standing to other cemeteries
much in the same relation as St Peter’s ta other churches; he
savs §lL is *the eolossal region of Kema Sefferranea, all the
uthers are only small or micdling provinces"  Unfortunately

* Miitbe Arl Cibst Iime 73 N TP
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the plan of his own work was complete, and most of it aiready
executed, before he effected an entrance into- the cemeteficy
which so strongly impressed his imagination ; and the won-
ders we have now to nareate have been the discovery of e
Rossi.  Indeed this has been the especial feld of his laboirs,
and the two volumes of his great work already published have
not exhausted his narration of them. Weshall pot be doing
justice either o the sibject or to our author, unless we enter
into the details of the cemeterics on the Via Appia at some
length ; -and first, we will hear what our ancient gnides of the
seventh and eighth centuries have to' tell 'us upon the subject,
fior 56 we shall be better able to follow the conrse of De Rossi's
investigations, and to appreciate hoth thewr ingenuity and im-
poriance,

Ome of these guides, then, the most ancient and accumte of
all, ‘desenbing what he himself saw and visited at some tune
between the years: Gz aml 638, wnites as follows :—* Aftet- Testimanien of
warils, you amive by the Via Appia at St Schastian, martyr, suhor
whose body lies in 3 very low spot ; and there are the sepul-
chres of the Apostles Peter and Paol, in which they rested
forty years; anid you go down Ly steps on the western side
of the church, where St Cyrinus, Pope and martyr, rests.  And
‘om the north side of the same road yon come to the holy
martyrs, Tiburtivg, Valerinn, and Maximus, There yoo will
enter inta & great cave, and you will find there St Urban,
bishop and confessor; and in another place, Felicissimus and
Agapitus, manyrs, and deacons of Sixtus ; and in o thied place,
ﬂyrhxu'a, martyr ; and in a fourth, Januarius, martye; and in
u third church again, 5t Zeoo, wartyr, vests. On the same
roaid, @t St Cecilie's; there Is an moumersble multitnde of
tmartyrs ¢ first, Sixtus, Pope and martyr ; Dienysius, Pope and
martyr; Julian, Pope and martyr ; Flavianus, martyr; 5t Cevilin,
virgin and martyr.  Eighty martyrs rest there below [in the
sibiterranean cemetery |; Zephyrinus, Pope and confessor, rests
i o church] above,  Ensebios Pope and miryr, rests it a
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cave some way offft Cornelius; Pope and muartyr, lies in° an:
other cave some way off.  After this; you come to the holy
virgin and martyr, Soteris, whose body lies wowards the narth
side; and then you leave the Via Appia, and arrive,” &c.

The route described by the vext wimess® proceeds: in the
apposite direction.  He has just deseribesd what was to be seen
afi the Via Andeatina, and then he continues: —* Near the Via
Appia; on the ensrern side of the eity, is the Church of St Soteris,
martyr, where she lies with many other martyrs; and near the
same road s the Church of 5t Sistus, Pope, where he sleeps ;
there also St Cecilia, virgin, rests: and there St Tharsicirs
and St Zephvrimis lie, in one tomb ; and there 8t Euscbius,
aned 5t Calocerus and St Parthenius lie, each apart ; and Soo
martyTs test there  Not far from thence; m the cemetery of
St Callixtus, Comelius and Cyprian sleeps [se] in & church
There is also near the same road a church of many martyrs,
6y of Januarius, who wits the eldest of the seven sons-of
Felicitas ; of Urban, of Agapiws, Felicssimus, Cyrinus, Zenn,
the Lrother of Valentine ; Tiburtivs and Valerian, and many
martyrs rest there,  And near the same road is'the Clioreh of
St Selustian, martyr, whers he himself sleeps ; where are ilso
the burial-places of the Apostles, in which they rested forty
years,  There also the manyr Cyrinus & buried. By the ssme
rond also you go to the city of Albano,” &<

Without. entering into the mmute dewnls of any apparent
discrepancies between these two sccounts, their substantinl
agreement is abundintly manifest.  Nolody cn read them
attentively without observing thal they describe four distinet
groups, or centres, of martyrs’ tombs on the Appian road,
Cint, the most distant from Rote, as vou go towanls Albano,
is the Church of St Sehastion, with the cemetery belonging to
it Another, on the north side of the road, containe] the
graves of St Cecllia’s hushund sl Drothessin-law, Valeran and
Titnirtius 5 of Felicissimus and Agapitis, two of St Sixmss

* Tharse e thae tw ftimeranes maitioned bnpp. 22, 23
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deacons ; of Januarivs, the eldest of the seven sons of St
Felicitas ; and of many other manyrs,  The third is described
in sull more glowing terms, as contaming an * innamerable
multitude of martyrs;” mwongst whom are specificd several
Popss, St Cecili, St Tharsycius, and others.  Lastly, there is.
the church and cemetery of the holy wingin and martyr, St
Soterss, before you leave this road and cross over to the Via
Anleatina, Tt is only with the third of these groups that we
are: more immediately  concemed ; wevertheless, it will be
necessary that we should Begin by saying d few words ibaut
the first,”

The basilica of St Sebastian, built by Constantine over the St Selastisn's
womb where the body of this martyr sull rests, is well known
o every visitor of Rome. It stands on the Applan road, he-
tween two and three miles out of the city ; md a friar fiom the
adjoining monastery being always ready to act as guide anid
descendd into the extensive stibterranesn cemetery, this has
been more visited perhaps than any other portion of the
Roman Catacombs.  He cannor; inﬂa-ed, show you " the steps
on the western side of the chureh, wheraby we descend 1o the
grave of St Cyrinus, Pope and martyr,” though De Rossi is of
ajstnion that these also might now be found withous much diffi-
culty ; but we can still read the inseription with which Popie
Damasas adomed his tomb. We ean also go round to the
back of the high alr and excimine the semi-subtermnean
huilding in which, according to a very ancient amd authentic
tradition, the bodies of St Peter and St Pasl once found A Temporary
tempomary | festing-place,  The form of this tmilding is wmmﬁ"ﬁ,ﬁng

ol the

irmegular that it would never have been selected by any archi- ::TE"::LTW
teot for s own sake, Dul seeins tnifestly detigned Lo inclose
some particalar point or points of interest, without interfering
more than was absolutely necessary with whar lay around .

* The saoomd Has been alreniy sjuiken of; inder the nowne of 81 Pociex -
Eidun, T g 77 5 el the Gmartly will beodescribod, as b s our present.
kv torge af |1 extembe, fitie nesd chapeer, page 128

1]
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We cannot therefore gsseal 0 the theory which would recog-
nise in it somc anoient heathen tempple ;o but think it more
probable that it was crected merely for the sake of com-
memotating a spot endeared (o the Chimch by nsociitions
connected with her days of pemsecution. It seems probable
that e was begun by Pope Liberius ; it 5 certam thiat Danmsus
provided a marble pavement for its floor, and otherwise adorned
it, at the same time setting up one of his usual metrical and
historical inseriptions; which may still be seen there* A low
step, or seat of stone, mns round the interlor, destined (Father
Marchi conjectures) for the use of those who recited here in
choir the psatms and public offices of the Church,  Tnthe muldle
of the area is a small square uperture, willining at the depth of
about two feetinto 3 large pit or dovble grave, mepsuring between
six anil seven feet hoth in length, breadth, and depth.  “This pit
w divided into two equal compartments by = slab of marble ;
fts sitdes are also cased with marble to the height of three fect,
and its vaulted roof is coveresd with paintigs of our Lord and
His aposties.  This, then: is- the spot where, secording to the
testimony of botll our ancient witheses, “the hodies of S
Peter and 51 Paul restid for a period of forty years”

There is some difficulty in unravelling the true history of tiis
temparary tmnslinon af the bodies of the apostls. We have
seen that they were onginally buried, each near the scene of

* EHhe habitsso-pross Sanet oo cognosocoe ifebes;
Nomiaz inlsqure Vet paciter Panligue teqirins
THactpulon Orrters mislt, quod sponce Gitemur,
Saunguinm oh menmm Chrfaamgue per aste sequuti,
Avtherlog pesiore dnes et regna plomm
FEnmn ok potine mecndl defemmders cves
Hiee Hammans vevtme neferat nova shlem Jamtes”

i Here, yun sl Kivow, thai salnte emee dwelt 1 W ark ity uamee,
they wiere: Pt sl Panll The Edst sent disciples, aswe wi!l'm;],.- T
ledge. The saima themsclves hul, by the ment of their Bloodsbiedding,
follerwed Ubreiel Lo 1hes stses, siv) et the D oF hesven aml the 1_-]..“_
e of the blest. Fome, however, vbtained 1o defnd her own ' itieen,
E“.:r Thomusnn b allowed to moomd ihese Ih!l‘l‘ﬁh fim g P, L)
stiees [l the heaventy host
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his own martyndom, the one on the Vatican Hill, the other on
the Ostian Way. But we learn from other equuily authentic
sources, that a5 soon &4 the Oriental Christinns hod Hearldl of
their death, they sent some of the brethren' to remitve the
boilies anid hring them hack ro she East, where they clammed
theém g thewr fellowcitieons and countrymen, These mes-
sengers sa far prospered in their mission: as to gain 4 moment-
ary possession of the sacred relics, which they cammied off along
the Apipian Wiy, 45 far a5 this spot which we hive Deen just
now - examining, adjoining the basilica of St Sebastian.  This
wis-probably their appointed place of rendezvans before start.
mg on’ their homewand Journey by way of Trundinsnim ;. for just
at this point a crossroad, coming - directly from St Paul's, joins
the Appian and Ostian Ways, by which ways the bodies of St
Peter and -5t Paul respectively, miust hiave besn Brought
What lappened to them whilst they rested here we cannot
exictly tell,  The langoage of Pope Domusgs, which we haove
given above; whnle it hints ar the claim of ‘the Orestils and
the snceessiol opposition of the Romans, benrs evident tokens
of reserye, anid we can exnily understanid Bis unwillingness to
perpetuate on a public: monumeny, which would be scen hy
pilgrims from all pants of the world, o history that might here.
after become a subject of angry and jealons recriminstion
between the Eastern and Western Chrisnans:  But St Gregory
the Gredt, writing two centuries Iuter, anld only in a private
letter, hind no such mative for reticenee.. A ehapel having
been buily i the Imperial Palace a1 Consantinople, 1o be
Jedicdted to St Paul, the Empeess Constanting wished o
entich the altar with some considemble relic, and begzed from
the Sovereygm Pontlit nothing less than the head of the great
upostle. St Gregory, in justification of his refizsal to comply
with her request, relates dhe story of the attempt of the
Oinental Christinns to carry off s relics soon after his martyr-
ilom, aml says—* Tt s well known that at the lime when' they
sullered, Chestians from the Easf cane to recover their Ladiss
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as [the relics] of their fellow-citizens, and having carried them
ns-far as the secomd mi!mﬁne from  the city, laid them' in the
phace which is called ad catazumbas; but when the whole mass
of them assembled together and attempted 1o take them up
from hence, a storm of thunder and lightning so greatly
terrified them and dispersed them, that after that they dunit
oot ke any more attemipts.  The Romans, however, then
went out wnd took up their hodies, having been -counted
worthy to do this:by the goodness of the Lond, and lail them
in the places where they are now buried * *  These lnst words
of St Gregory do not seem to Le quite sceorate. There s no
doubt that the Romans first huried them where they recovered
them, in or near the vemetery ad cadacumbad, nnd thers was an
ol tradition, embodigil in one of the lessons formerly userl
on St Teter's Feast-in the French Chureh, which said that they
were restored o their original, places of sepulture after the
lapse of # year and seven months : nor is there any reason to
siippose that the body of St Paul wag ever agamn removed.
OFf the relics of 5t Peter there are fuint traces of a second
transtation, which Is assigned by some wrniters 1o the fimst half
of the third century. “They are too indistinct, however, Lo [
deperided upon, and we must be content to acknowledge our
Egnﬂ&un:u ax to the authority on which 1t was hchﬂeﬁ by the
writers of the iinemries in the seventh and cighth conturies,
thiat the bodies of the apostles liad lain near the hasilica of St
Sehastian's for & period of Torry, years

We have now seen all that the writers of those itineraries

~ thought weorthy. of heing mentioned in connexion with the

hasilica of St Sebastian.. A gude, however, bl the present iliy
would ceriainly press us to descend alsa into the subermnean
cemetery which fies around and underneath the church, and if
we are pesunded 10 aceept his invitation, we shall see these
inscriptions prolessing to point out tous other and yet higher
objccts of interest.  An inseription’ set up by one Williaw,

® e SuGg. ok i Ky 30
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Archbishop of Bourges, in the year ryog, bids us venerate
here the tamb of St Cecilia ; other inscriptions also, of the
same or a later date, speak of the tombs of neardy half &
hundred Popes, stil of severd] thousands of martyss.  Whence
is this? A glance at the ancient documents which we havd
quoted is sufficient 1o arouse our suspicions as to the tth-
fulness of these inseriptions, since the two authorities are mani-
festly at varimhce with one another , and we can scarcely hesitatd
in making our chowe herween them, when we remember that the
one was written whilst yvet the hodies of the martyrs lay each
in its own sepulchire, and that the other helangs precisely to
that very age during which the Catacombs were buried in the
most profound darkness and oblivion.  We have already ex-
plained how it came to pass that whilst the other andcient
cemeteries - were inaccessible and unknown, this one still
rimained partinlly open; and we can easily understand the
religions fecling which prompted the good Archbishop to make
an appeal (to the devotion of the fsithiul not to lose the
memory of those glonous martyrs who had ooce been huried
in places Hike this, anld even samewhere in this neighbourhood.
Hat whilst we admire hig picty, we cannot accept his westimony
upon a topographical question, which he had no means of
deciding, and in respect to which recent discovenies, as well
@s-a more oritical exmmmation: Of ancient (locuments, have
proved to-a demonstration that he was certainly wrong
1t waas in the year 184y that [De Ressi found in the cellar Reasons wh
of & vineyard on the Yia Appia, but much nearer o F.ﬂme:::ﬁwﬂ,
than St Sebastian’s is- a lange fragment of a masble shab, of Callixies.
having o it the upper part of the letter R, followed by the
complete letiers NELIUS . MARTYR. He muncdiately Epioph of St
divined thar this fragment was part of the tombstone of St Corsielise.
Cornelius, Pope in the middle of the thind century.  He per-
suaded Pope Pius X to prirchase both this and the adjacent
vineyard ; and three years afterwants, during the excavations
ol 185, the other lalf of the same marble slab came 10 light
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in the depths of the sulitemanesn cemetery which underlay
this vineyard. It was found at the foot of the grave, for which
it hadl evidently been maie at the first. It contained the
other hall of the letter R, preceded by CO, with the letters
EP on 2 lower line; so that De Hossi's happy conjectire was

c mglg.ws YMARTYRYX
=i E TH“‘\

o

L

’

thius crowned with the seil of -absolute certainty..  Morcover,
he had satisfied hinwelf by o diligent study of all ancient
documents within his reach, that the tomb of 5t Coenelins
was very near, though not absolutely within the limits of, the
famous cemetery of St Callixtus, and that in this cemetery
there was a single chapel more famous than the rest, in which
had once been Laid the bodies of many Popes of the third and
fourth centuries, and in anuther chapel adjoining it, St Cecilin,
Excavations having been made in accordance with his sugges-
tionz, & fragment of marble was ot length discovered, bearing
o it three letters, or mther the same Tetter (F) repeated three
times, one over the other, as the beginning of three successive
lines* His keen eve recognismyg the well-known beanty of the
Paniasine charcters, immediately fastened apon this as * acon-
firmation stromg as text of Holy Writ," that this was the Papal
sault in which Damasos had ser np one.of his most celebmted
inscriptions. A= the work of excavation proceeded, a hundred
anid twenty other fragments of the same inscription were re-

® Gee Plate Lt end of volume. The fagment was the Leginuing of
lituers g0
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coversd, ‘Thise all have Léen put together, and the few missing
portions having been supplied in letters of 4 different colous, the
whole may now again be read, just where our forefathers in the
faithy first read it Gfiesn himdred years ngo.  We shall have
otcasion 1o examing it more closely by and by, when we meet
with it in its own place in the mtenior of the cemetery,  We
appeal to it now 35 a dectsive proof, from which it is impos-
sible 10 escape, that the cemetery of St Callivtus has been
re-discovered, and that the medimvil scriptions underneath
the chirch of St Sebustion wene set up in gnorance;, @0d now
only help to perpetuate’ the memory of an error. They cons
foumd the first and thind of the cemeteries so carefilly distin-
puished in the itineranes, aml which we ourselves ulso are now
happily able 1o distinguish agalie

Fiti 4= _froacs erpressiniing v Boptions of e J.ved iw von
ot radd ade An B0 frppd o Wi Lsitnat



CHAPTER 1L

DISTINCTION OF [T SEVERAL PARTR

#Huiﬂﬂﬁ N the same side of the Appiatn Way as the chureh of
'_m j St Sebastian’s, but about a quarter of a mile nearer 1

Rome, & doarway, with the words Cemefaium S Gellisti
carved above ity leads ms to the vinevand bensith which lies
this celebrared cemetery, We all it indeed by this name for
convenience sike, and beémizse the cemetery which Callixtus
tade s really tht centre and most important part of the vast
subtorranean city on which we are about to enter. I truth,
however, it is made up of several distinct groups of excavations,
ench having its own histery, and still capoble of being distin-
guished, a1 least in onthing froth one anothier, though now, and
for many centuries past, actually nnited,  They may be dis-
tinguishell not only by their contents; certain’ pecularities of
form, or lifferent funilies of inscriptions, or wther similar
rokens, bot much more by the disposition of the main gal.
lerties; which wis deteroined by the-size and shape of the
arcd the fapers were at Hiberty 1o oceupy, and the situation
of the roads or Luildings which may have leen in its immes
dinte neighbourhood above grouni

Toploiss 6 = “Thig ix almost o new brinech of study i the subjoct of

e Rama Sotterranse, for-which, as for so much else, we are in-
debted o Tle Rossi Indeed it was scarcely possible for
earlier writers to gain any clear notion of the manner in which
these cemeteries had beon constructed, since their knowledge of
the plan of any one of them was very mcowplete ; and of most
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tiey pever had s opportumty of seeing any planat all,  Bosio

Hitnsell had not lives! to prepare that part of his work ; and of

the halfidozen maps which Cardinal Barberini procured at so

tinch Labour and expense for the illustranion of Bosio's hook,

not one was really complete, For the main object i thewr

construction had been mather 1o show the sites of particular

monuments than to exhibit-the mienor arangement of the

whole cemetery, either &3 disigned by its originators or as

sibsequently modified in execution. The four addirional maps

supplied by Annghi are mere fragments, and the only one

which is of any size is stmngely inexict.  To these, I¥Agmn-

court added another, but this also was too small o be of

much service in a scientific point of view. Finally, Father

Marchi produced a very valualile map of what he believed to be

about the eighth par of the Catacomb of St Agnes; and the

only portion of his-book which he completed wis intended to

illustrate this particular Branch of the subject, the architecture

of the first Christians in Rome.  He tever preteided, how-

ever,. to observe any chronological onler, Lut pursaed & simply

eclectic principle in Ins:choice of specimens,  The whole uf

thie Catneomlys were for him o inonimment of primitive sntiquity,

and his sphere of observation was oo limited o allow of his:

drawing any general conclusions from nice distinctions, that

niight be olserved betwesn one part amd another of the exca-

vations.  Since his time 8 complete revolution has been effected

m- this respect, by means of a most ingenious instrument, in-

vented Ly Michele De Rossi, brother of the archmologst, Importsm dit-
p . |  tvverhes fromm

which renidém the process of surveying amd mapping these Michele De

subterrancan crvpts for easier, as well as more accurate, than f.“.fﬂ:!'l“:?

it was before. Under his auspiees, we may hope by and by mapiping sib-

. ¢ terranean gals

10 see the maps of the strects of silitertanean Ronle 45 com- leres.

plete as those of any modem ity above ground.  Already we

have entered e some fruts of hes labours, and the value of

the light which they throw on the history of the Catacombs

can hardly be exaggermted.  With his mup of the Catacomb
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of St Callixtus, for example, lying open before us, we are able
to trace with cerminty several festures in its growth and de
velopment which before it was impossible to detect.  We dis-
tinguish the boundanies of certain arve, originally quite inde
pendent of one another, but united at a later period by paths
of more or less imegulamty. We see the hirst gallenes; follow-
ing the form and respecting the limits of these anw with
mathemadtical precision | we mark others, after proceeding fot
x considerable distance in one direction, turn abruptly into
pnother, or bredk off altogether ; and & plance at the domli-
tion of the external soil st onee expliins the cause of the
digression.  There are tmees of some builiding or the building
itsell i stll there, at that precise spot, which cleardy must
have existed before the subitermanean excavidion, and which
the Christians dated not undennine ; of there was some chamy,
ber or gallery in this or an adjoining Christian cemetery, or
same Pagan Apegevm, which stayed theie further progress
In a future book we will set before our readers as oinute
an analysisas our space will alfow of ooe at least of the more
romarkahle grivps of gallees o the cemetery OF St Callixtus,
which will enable them to appreciate the imporitnce of M. De
Rossi's invention, At present we will only ennumerate and
distnguish those groups. as for as we e not so much by
relerence o their construction, as by their inscriptions and
other contents.

The moesi ancient aren anchuled an the Catmcomb we ape
now examining is that ‘which was ance called *the crypr of
Latcing, mar f the cemetery of Callixtus™ "The original limits
of this area can be determined with the greatest precision, iy
conseruence of 1t having a-small Tagm sepulehre on either
sie of L Tike the tombs of the Scipios, of Cevilia Metell,
and other renowned sepulchnes m the Vin Appia, it occuiied
a frontage of 1oo Roman feet md it extended 230 feet i
pgre. O these 230 feet, the first Aly appess 1 have been
arigmally 1t free, this forming an trea in front of joo i
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by 3o, in the centre of which stood the monument® whose
vast ruing still form o striking object from the rond.  Behimid
this area extended ancther (arae edpate mwnmmontd), and it
was beneath this thar the earliess Christion excayations were
made. The property belonged to some menibers of the Gens nri;mm,- Liee
Cecilia. We know from Cicero that this was ove of tht{r:f, Ll:uhl::_
amilies who had their busial places on this road ; and about
the beginning of this century, alewderia and inscriptions be
longing to other Pagan monuments of the Ciecilii, were found
at no great distance from this precise spot. It cannat, then,
b ‘considered a fortuitous circumstance that in the chambers
and galleries of this part oF the Cataeomb thire have come to
light epitaphs md other memorials of several Ciecilii and
Ceeciliuni; anid these not mere freedmen who had adopred the
nive of the gews, but veal members of the (xmily, o5 is dis-
tinctly marked by the official adjuncts to their names, oir
clarissims, carissima feming or: paclls, St fermma, &G
Moreover, we note among thi ™ illustrious dead ™ who lic in
this aristocratic cemetery centain descendants of the Antonines,
who were clearly commected with-Aonia Fassting, the grand-
daughter of Marcus Aurelius, and the wite of Pomponius Bassus,
and aferwards of Helioonbmlos, Now, it is known that these
Pompouti Bassi, towards the end of the first century, lived on
the Quirinal : and it can be alwost proved that they mherited
the house of the celebrtell Anicys, the friend and core-
spondent of Cicero, of whom every clissical scholar ktiows
that he certamly lived on the Quirinal, and that he passed
from the Gens Pomponii o the Gens' Crecilin, when he was
adopted by his maternal nncle, Q. Caeciline.  Heree it i sy
o account for the number of Chnstian epitaphs which bave
been found here, exhiliiting these naomes mixed (in various
ways, e, more than one Ceciling Faustus, & Faustinus Attic
* = Rowl condiders it probalile that even this was diiginally & Chris
ilati monument (R, 5 i 3670 sl yeotss Termullpn: (De Resumrecr

Camis, c 37) 2k & wities (hat Chaistians bl gzt 2w
from the fine [E. 8 L =10)



B Lacma
by the
Vet iz
Cimvoinm uf
Ak 8.

124 Koma Solterranca.

cus, a0 Atticianus, 3 Pompefa Attica, an At Ceciliana, &e
We have the gmvestones aléo of some heathen members of
the samie family, sdwn in two or otherwise 'defaced, and used
tu elose some of the Christian graves,.  One of these was of a
Pomponms Bassus, who had lived m the third century, and
had flled some of the highest offices of the state; been twice
catisul, prefeet of Roloe, e, and ancther of L. Pﬂlnp_uniua.
procomsul of Calliz Narbonensis

Frowm thi umon of all thess names on the same spot, wod
under thuse cirgumstances, D¢ Rosdi ventured 10 conjectire
that the Csecilii; to whom this propeny belonged and ‘who
were certainly Christian; must have been inumarely conmnected
with the Pomponii; Attici, and Bassi; and that pessiddy the
Lucing, in whosé property the eeclesinstical records state this
camcomb 9 luve been excavated, may have been the very
Pomponia Greema of whose conversion to  Christlanity, in
the year 38, we have already spoken®  We need not say how
frequently this name of Lucing ocours in ancient ecclesiastical
history : it crops up in the Instory of every perseaition, from
the-apostolic age to the days of Constantine, and has been the
occasion of no ghght confusion, and the subject of many
leamned discussions, among studints of haglography.  De
Raossi suggests that the nane wis a Christian sodrigue (alloding
to the illuminstion of baptism, &c.) ratber than 4 real family
name, wnil that ot oy have been borne by many Roman
inatrons i succession without any real comnexbon of relstion-
ahip hetween' them, thiese ladies being of course known in
mcil:tf and amehg 1heit heathen Kinsfolk by ther proper
family names:  When first he threw out the idea of Poimponia
Grecing anl the first Lucing having been possibly one and
the same person, e spoke with extreme caion and reserve,
I is & mere guess,” he said ;4 41 don't wish 1o clom for it
any valie as oo arpuedent; pethips it handly even deserves the
pame of 3 conjecture  But attempts of this kind, viclent

* Page 39, TR izm
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efforts-of the mind, which amuses itself at the faintest glimmer
of light amid the thick darkness of antiquity, and seeks to rush
forwattl 1o the acyuisition of new trith, may ot lesst serve 10
awaken antention, and to keep it keenly on the alen for every
sceap of additional information which future discoveries may
bring to light. and out of which prudent study may extract the
full knowledge of historical facts, now ooly gnessed at anid
offered ow awrfuse”  1De Rossiwrote thus in his first valtme,
ina864 In the middle of the secont volume, written early
in 1867, hie aayy, with reference to the same subject, that
“although his guess has been very fivourably received by the
leaemed, yerit must not be taken for more than it 38 worth,
until new and more important mogwmentd] discoveries shall
place it an a wede solid foundation,” At the end of the
wolume, however, he is alile 10 explain what was the monu-
miental ovidence he destred, amd tycannounce that he liad
found it He had no positive evidence either of the relation-
ahip between the Pomponii Bassi and the Pomponii Grecing,
or that the profesiion: of Chrstianity had prevuiled in either
family, He now publishes inscriptions, or ar least sufficient
fragments of inseriptions, found inthis cemetery, aml belong-
ing to the enid of the second century, twa of which restify 1o
the Chiristian burial here of Pomponii” Bassi, ‘and o of it
Pomponiis Grecinis 3 and althoigh even now the angoment
Tists not the force of demonstration; vt it i impossible 10 deny
thay it has p great deal of probability inits favour, and i
passible not 1o admire the modesty, leaming, snd ingenuity by
winch it has heen supported.

Wi shall have occasion to rétirn to these genealdgieal par-
ticulars m @ fetere claptes, as dllustmting the Bt of Pope
Coemelius having heen buried here, apart from: the other Popes,
his immediate predecessors and successors; in the middle of the
third century.  Hut before the making of his sepulchre, which
invalved considerable altemtione in its finmedinte heighbour-
Haod, two Hoors of gallerios: hail been alealy excavared und
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filled:  The upper of these floors is not one sixth of the extent
of the lower ; indeed, it is unuaually Himited, from the necessity
of the case. It had been dug at a depth of not mare than
twenty feat below the surface’; and 35 the hill slopies mpiidly,
the galleries would have run out ints the open air, had they
continned far upan the same level.  “The genemi charactenstics
of this primitive arex of the cemetery are n ceftain marked
uniformity of plin in the form and decortion of the toof, the
unusual height of the galleries, and the frequent recurrence of
square, narmow chambers, not opposite one another on different
sides of the gallery, but opening ene out of the other.  Mast
of these chambiers are adorned with paintings of a very early
style,  Only two instances of arsesadia oecar, and Hoth of these
are in portions of evidently life construc it

About the time of Marcus Aarelius, in the second half of the
secomnil m.-n'nngr, another plot. of ground, at no great distance
from the crypt of St Lucina, was given {apparently by the saime
Lamily) for the sune ymipose. It bordered on & roud which
joinid the Via Appia and Via Ardeating, and its measurement
win 230 feer by 100, We shall niot enter now upan sy de.
tailed Uescription either of this ar of the next ares, as their con-
struction and development will form the subject of the more
mimite unalysis already promised, and several of theie chapely
are of sufficiemt Importance o cliim each one a chapter to
itself. 1t will lie sullicient to niention here, that in the first
aren, A in the crypts of St Livvina, there are no eudicude opposite
to one mmother. bur five o fix in o Tow, opuming out of the
same sule of o bmad spacious amdidireram, like so thany hed.
oams out of the passage of A private house ; and most of
them very richly ornamented  with -symbolical paintings of
the highest untiquity and importance. This was the first area
af the cemetery of St Callistus, properiy so called; the cryprs
of 5t Lucion having, s we bave seen, once firmed a cetetery
by themselves.: Tt contains muny tombir 6F 2 very peculiag fiorm,
such 4% e to be seen only in one other part of the whole
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cemetery F—grves having o more than the ondinary opehing
on the outer side, yet so excavated interiorly, at the cost of
infinite labour,; as to be capable of containing many bodies.
In a second aren, measuring 156 féet én fromte by 135 in agre,
and made not Jong dlfter the fist, we find large erypts on op-
posite sides of the pathway, fit by the same dvmimare.  Anosolia
are here very abundant, Dboth in the crypts gnd gallerics,
Thete is not much painting in the chambers, but m some of
them we find for the fisst time traces of their having been
faced with slabs of marble, - A third area, of the same dimen-
sions as. the last, seems to have Lelonged to the days of Dio-
cletian, or perhapsa few vears earlier. If we may conjecture

from the family. names which occur . this third area of St

Callixtus’, we should be disposed to suspect that it had been
given tothe church by Anatolis, the wealthy danghter of the
Consul Emilianus. It is cermin thar he had property in this
neighbonrhood, and we find here epitaphs of an FEmilius
Partenius, an Amilianus, an Emil , ., a Tulinus, and a
Petronia, which names also befonged 10 the consul.  Moreover.
Calocerus and Parthenius, whom Amilianus had apppointed
to be his dauyghter's guardinny, were hured here ; and & paint-
ing here, which seems to represent two marnyrs or confessors
standing lefore the tribunal of the heathen magisirate, pro-
lably has reference to their history, One of the peculisrities
of this ares, which we do not find in either of those we have
feseribed. before, 15 a great variety of vepresentations of the
cross, all more or less disguised, yet still o the eyes of the
initlatesd sufficiently significant ; bt that which was afteewards
adopted as the monogmm: of Chost's name and the cross
combined (the wellkknown Chi and Bho—the Labamm of
Conginting] s pot amubgse them,  “his alsa seems exactly
1o sorresponid with the age we have andbuted to it indeed,
the question of chronology is dearly seitled by the dates of
epitaphs found bere,® belonging to the end of the. tind anif

* The tweriptiion oF (he Dimon Sevatioe, 1 gy, I T Y T
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beginning of the fourth century.  Unee or twice we finid here
three chambers anited instead of two, all recetving light and
ventilation from the same Segduere s clery, e the suke of
assemblies; not of burnlsg nﬁd although we do not see any
traces of the seats for the preshyiery, or the epscopal char,
hewn out of the rock, as in the somewhat analogous chambers
in the so«called cemetery of St Agnes, this is. probably becasise
they were made of more costly materials, and muveable from:
place to place,

To the same tate belongs also the adjoining cemetery of
Sta: Soteris. & virgin of the family to which St Ambrose b
fonged ina later generation.  She had been buned m her own
cemetery (armdorns suv) A0, 3eq; mul we have ulready Seen
that the itinernries spoke of a sepamte churmh evecteil to her
honoor somewhere in the neichbourhood of St Callixms’, yet
distinet from it The jwo cemeteres really adfoiied one
another; pot perhaps i their first beginnings, but in course
of time, a5 cach anmined #s mil development, 8 commung
cation wis establighed betwetn them®

‘I'he same 5 to be said also of another cemetery in this
neighboirhood. that of St Baibina, which is placed by sonte
ot I.hj: olil itineraries on the Vin Appiy, by others on the
Ardeating, and really lies between the two.  Bosia ani
Boldetti ermoncously fixed its locality as having been where
we have now found the Catacomb of St Callisms: e Rosa,
following his wsual goides, determined its situation lmy since,+
but was unable w recover it.  His birother fixeid his eye on
the ruins of an ancient building and some suspiciouslooking
fissures in the auil, in the precise spot Inilicated by the archias.
ologist; but thongh be managed 1o effect an enfrance, he
foundl nothing to reward. his search. A last, not kong since,

¥ The sveral wessof the conetery of Sta. Soteths have st set leen
snffichently explored tu sllivw of thelr being desaribed Dhe Rossd lias cuily
wirrtipaal iHarin the e ares everyshing b o o exeaptiom sl of
spvandhenr, with dlonlile, frebile, anld cec umrtrupile vadivala.

tROR L6



Liistinetion of Areee in San Callisto. 129

some unosually heavy mmns: revealed a new opening for him
into the bowels of the earth, and this time he was able to
winiler about for an hour and more in the newly-discovered
Cuacomb,  The Commission-of Sacrad Archeology are too
mutch crippled by want of means to be able to pursue the
nvestigation far.  Enough, however, has been seen to enable
De Rossi to say that the sige of the necropolis between the
Appian and Ardeatine roads is neady doubled by the dis-
covery ; that the proportions of this subtermanean labyrinth
surpass all his imaginations founded on previous expericnce,
and fill bim" with smavement, It i not only of immense
extent, but it is excavated on several differont levels, has many
hl.l'g'cr.l]"pm; and s illuminated by shafts of grander proporiions
wid more highly-developed architectusal forma than any he
has found before. In particular, he specifies one fvmmre
met square, biit hexagonal or nearly so, which opens on the
subterranean excavations with not less than eight rays of lighy
Two serve to illuminate a4 many lange rectangular chambers,
each eniding in a circulir apse ; two others, the adjacent galleries,
which hereicross one another at right angles; and the other
four descend upon four long and parrow openings at the
comers, which are not yet explored, but which he believes
will be found to end in an equat number of cdicuda.  Should
his anncipation be realised, this will be the largest and most
regular group of subterranean crypts that has ever yet been
scen.  We must remember, however, that this CUmelery Wiy
considerably enlarged by St Mark, who was Pope an 336,
and Luilt x basilica here, in which he was himself buried.*

" Constantine eolowed it whh a fomfair rorees, and an midjoming
gkl The Rosstio o strewing with rises, was o rile observed . mome
prgan tombes on the anniveriarics of deiths, und funds wero specially set
spart for celelinating this s nuitonts 2o wslatiinsz, s 1t was called,
This particnlis fwdsi ranering mit have been For some seasion eisfucatad

o0 beliba impevind faren, ufter which Constantine sgain devgted it 1o spiil-
chiral preepisis, hut b 4 Clicistian wiy,



IEntranee
el
¥l

ol

CHAPFI'ER 111,
THE PAFPAL CEYPT

N enlering the vineyard, over whose doorway wo read
the wards Cemetorivm 8, Callixti, we come first 10 the
crypis of 5t Locing. It will e more convenient, however, o
pass them by for the present, and to go forwan] o the more
modest building which stands before s in the interior of the
vingyard, Ewen of this, however, we do not intend to discnss
the history ; we will only remind our seaders that whereas it
was stpposed by Marangond to have been the basilica which
St Daomasus provided for she burial of himself, his mother, and
stater, and Father Marchi took it to be the Church of St Maik
and St Marcellinus (both of which are mentioned i the
Hinemanies), De Rossi, as we have already had oeccasion to
notice, identifies it as the e memerie, sometimes clled of
St Sixtus, sometimes of St Cecilia (because built immediately
over the tombs of those celebmted martyrs), by St Fubian in
the third century.*

'aulpu.ume As we descend into the interior. by means of an ancient
walli

staircase restored, we are struek, at the bottom of the siairs,
anil still more at the entrance of the first chapel we come to,
by the number of gragi, as they are called. which cover e
walls: It |s compamtively a new thing to pay any attention to
these rude scribbilings of ancient visitors on the walls of places
of public resort, and' 1o take pains to decipher them.  Buy of
late years many valuable discoveries have been made by means
of them, and they have proved ts be a most interesting subjecy
* B pagre 8.
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of study, whether found on the tombs of Egyptian kings:in
Thebes, on the walls of the harracks o theatres in Pompeii,
in the prisons and cellars of Pagan Rome, o, lastly, in the
Christian Catacombs.  Here especially they have proved to
be of ymmense importance, being, as De Rossi Justly calls
them, * the fithfil echo of history and infallible guides through
the labyrinth of subterranean galleries.”  “Those with which we
are at present concerned may be divided into three elasses, Of three Kinds,
They are either the mere names of persons, with the occasional
adjunct of their titles ; or they are good wishes, prayers, saluta-
tions; or acclamations; on behali of fmends and relatives, living
or dead ; or, lastly, they are invocations of the mutrtyrs on whose
tambis they are inseribed.  Numerous specimens of all of these
may be easily read on the spot of which we are now speaking.

Of the names we find two classes : one, the most ancient 1. Names
dod most numerous, H_:i'ihﬁlﬂd in the most convenient and
accessible parts of the wall, are names of the old classical
type, such as Rufina, Felix, Eustathius, Polyneices, Leo,
Maximus, Probinianus, and the like; the other, Tbelonging
manilestly 10 & samewhat later period, liecause written high
above the first, and i more maccessible places, sire sucly as
Lupo, Nilcbranil, Bonizo, Joannes Presh., & fo.

Prayers or acclamations for absent or departed friends are 2 Prayers, or
mixed among. the most ancient names, and generally rin in i
the same form as the earliest and most simple Christian epitaphs,
egn Vivas, Vivas 15 Deo Ciisvo, Vivas 1w ETERND, ZHU EN
OEN, BIBAC IN GEG, Tk 1y PACE, &0, * Mayest thou live
n God Chnst, for ever, Thee in peace,” * &c. The feeling
which prompred the pilgrims who visited these shrines thus to
inscribe in mcred places the names of those they loved snd
would fain beneiit, is natural to the human heart : instances
of it may be found even among the heathen themselves.

* These simple forma have never vet heen found on any epitsphs which
e2n he shown to be later than the days of Constamine. On rings and
articles of domesthc furniture They we sametimes. S, even aq late as the
enil of the founth centnry.
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Thus, one Sarapion, son of Arstomachus, having visited the

island of Phyle In Fgypt, writes there, that * having come to
the great Lsis, Godidess of Phyle, he makes a remembrunee there
of his parents, for their good."  Just so, the Christion. pilgrims
of the third and fourth centuries visiting ail the holy places in
this Catacomb of St Callixius, wrote the names: of some dear
frend or relative, with some pious ejaculation, “for their
good.”

One of these it is specially interesting to truck; after anin-
terval probably of fifteen hundred years, along the precise path
of his pilgrimage. He had come with his heart full of the most
affectionate memory of one Sofronia—whether wife, or mother,
or sister, docs not appear. Before entering oo the vestibule
of the principal sanctuary, he wiote, Sofrenda, piliae cum fuis @
then, st the entrance itself, Sofvonda, wivas i Dowine ; by and
by, in larger characters, and almost in the form of a regular
epitaph, he seratched on the principal altartomb of another
chapel, Syfronia dulcis, semper seves Lheo; and yet once more
he repeats in the same place, Sofromia, wives,® where we can
handly doubt hut that the change of mood and tense reflected,
almost onconsciously peshops,. a comesponding change of
inward feeling ; the language of fervent love and hope, fed by
samest frayer at the shrines of the saints, had been exchanged
at last for the bolder tomes of firm, unhesitating confidence.

But besides mere names and short acclemations, there are
also in the same place, and manifestly belonging to the same
age, prayers anil invocations of the martyrs who lay buried in
these chapels.  Sometimes the holy souls of all the martyrs are
nildressedd collectively, md petitioned 1o hold such or such an
one in remembmance, and sometimes this prayer is addressed
to one individmally ; genemally to St Sixtus T, whose name:
always enjoyed o specinl pre-eminence in this Catacomb, g,

* Sophronss, mayest thoo [ive with thine cwn,  Sophronis, mayest
thom Jise In the Lend. Sweet Saplnomis, thes shalt ever e in Gl
Sophrnnin tha sliah live:
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MARCIARUM SUCCESSUM SEVERUM SPHRITA SANCTA * IN MENTE
HAVETE, ET OMNES FRATRES NOSTROS  PETITE SMRITA SANCTA
uT VERECTUNDUS CUM SUIS HENE NAVIGET. + OTIA PETITEEY
FRO PARENTE ET FRO FRATRIBUS EJUS; VINANT CUM HONO.
SANTE SUSTE. 1% MENTE NADEAS T8 HORATIONES AUVRELID
ReppnmiNy, AIONTIIN EIE MNIAN EXETAI (for EXETE.)
“ Holy souls, have in remembrance Marcianus Successus
Severus and afl our brethren.  Haoly souls, ask that Verecundus
andd his friends may have a prosperous: voyage, -Ask for rest
both for my parent and his brethren ; may they live with good-
Holy Sixtus, have in remembirance in your prayers Aurclins
Bepentinus.  Have ye in remembrance Iionysius.”

Thete is a simplicity and & warmth of affection’ about these Theif an.
brief petitions, which savours of the earliest ages; they are bl
very different fiom the dry and verbose epitaphs of the fourth
or fifth centuries ; indeed, there is something almost classical
about the thind, reminding us, sys De Rosi; of Homoe's
i Direos roquf i patinti prensur «Fgee 3 and the phimse,
which is =0 frequently repeated in' them, /v mente Aabere, points
to the same antiquity. It is found on an inscription in
Pompeii, on two Christian epitaphs of the: third and fourth
centuries, and is used by St Cypnan inoone of his leters:
have i mimd,” he says, “our brothers and | sisters in vour
prayers; fratres mastros acsoreres in menite Aabeatis in orationtbg
svstris, These nameless pilgrims made the same petition to
the saints in hexven that St Cyprian matle to the stints tm
earth, and perhaps about the same time, or not much later.
Farit is to be observed that many of these grafies have heen
spoilt, cut off in the middle, or rendered otherwise illegibile,
by the enlargement af the doorway, the renewal of the stucco,
and other changes which were made in this chapel by St
Fabian, perhaps about the year 245, or St Damdisus in 370,

= Tu epitnphn of the thud cemury. apersraen, fnstead of spircrus, 3 often
s forr the soml ar spirit 8 mn—Jass Ol 1exil,

+ Oopvut oif it bowe serspet bn one of the gogfil at Pompedl, publidhed
P, Gty 52, s Tht i, a6
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(e of those that has been thus mutilated s indoubtedly the
misst ancient of all, for it was written whilst yet the plaster
witk wet, and it i= an apostrophe to one Pontlinus, whom De
Rossi helieves to have besn the Pope of this name, broight
back from Surdinia, where he had died in exile, and buried in
thiz very chapel by St Falitan,

There is yet one other inscription on the entrance of the
first chapel, of & somewhat different kind, bt too remarkable
to be passed over. Unhappily the wnter never finishied )t ;
bt what he did write i casily legible, and abundantly suff-
cient to show the cnthusiaatic devotion with which his hean
wis warmed towards the sinctuary on whose threshold he
stoodd. 1t runs thus, Gerweadr avitas of armmentum Mariyrum
Lowine, curna o o o The idea present to the writers mind was
evidently the same af we find both in Holy Scripture and in
sotne of the eatliest wininspired . Christian writers, who not un
frequently speak of the glory of the Church tumphant under
the title of the Holy City, the New Jerimalem®  Fle looked
upon the chapel he was abowl to enter as a t¥pe or figure of
the futare Jemsalom, It was adomed and made venemble by
the remains of many martyrs of the Lond, which should one
ey arse 10 réceive new life anld rejulee in. His presenve for
£ven

Exsmimtion  Fhe inspection of these praffits, then, w enough to wamn us
WEPLEYI thar we are on the throshold of » very Special sanctuary of the
anchent Chircle, and 10 exdite onr deepest interest in all that
we may fisd il to coptain.  Ouir first impression oo entering
will probably be ate of dissppotntmmt. We were lad fo ex
pect that we were abont o visit 2 Chentian burial-place and
place of worship of the thinl or fourth century, bud the greater
part of the masonry we see arouml us s manifestly of quite
oot comstrection,  The tnith s, that when this chamber

* nem Paalm o, Apec swt 2, Tenullen fs Spectsc, ooy, This
e atiter apuba dles of (he world a6 arpreeas 0 os v sTives mssier)
Tl =l podings & wiil.
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was rediscovered inn 1854, it was in 2 complete state of ruin;
access was gained to it only through the feseisare, which, s
winnal, hadl served for many centuries a4 a channel for pourng
into it all the adjavent soil, fragments of grave-stones, decaying
brickwork, and every kind of mubbish.  When this wos re-
moved, the vault of the chamber, deprived of its usual support,
s00n gave way ; so that, il uny portion of it was to be preserved
andd put in & condition to be visited with safety, it was abso-
Tutely necessary to builil fresh walls, and otherwise strengthen it
This hats been done with. the: utmost care, and so as still to
preserve, ‘wherever it was possible, abundant tokens of the
miore ancient condition of the chapel and of its decomation in
succeeding ages.  Thns wo are able o tmee very clenrly thoee bucrr-h:
stuges or conditions of omamentation by means of three: dif omiiein
ferent coatings of plaster, each retaining some remnant of ity
oniginal painting.  We can trace also the remain of the marbile
slabs with which, at a later period, the whole chajrel way faced
and even this doter period. takes us back o the earlier hulf of
the fifth century, when, 1 the Ldber Pomfificalis telld us, S
Sixtus 1LL phedoniam fot in Cewmclerio Sti Callixsi,  The frug-
ments of marble colimms and vher omamental work, which
lie scattered about on the pavement, belong probably to the
work of St Leo T1L, the last pontiff of whom we nead that he
made restontions here before the translation of the relics by
Pope Puschal 1. Agam, the maiscl step or dlads of marbile, Anoiem shas,
which we see directly opposite to us at the further end of the
chapel, having four holes or sockets in it, suggests at ovee the
presence hero of an sliar in former times, supporteil o four
pillars ; but in the wail behind this plaiorm we can atill detect
the esistenes of an older and more wimple kind of altar—a
sepulchre hewn out of the rock, the flat vovering of which was
once the mensr whereon the holy mysteries were celelmted,
It was not 9 roal aresdem, however, bat what we have callial
i tabletomh | moreaver, the Frumt of the sepulchre itsell was
ok 3 msere wall ol the touk «0 T=ftin the dpigipal process of
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excavation, but is an excellent piece of brickwork, preciscly
such as we find in the erypt of St Janoarius in the cemetery of
St Pretextatus, anil to which we cannot assign a later date than
the earliest part of the thind century—indeed, it might not im:
probably have belonged to the end of the second. The presence
of these two altars seems to tell a tale, which is corro